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Outline

  I.  Samuel (1 Sam. 1-7)
   1.  Birth and childhood (1-2)
   2.  Early ministry (3)
   3.  Saga of the Ark (4-6)
   4.  Samuel's influence (7)

  II. Saul (1 Sam. 8-15)
1.  Israel:  We want a king (8)

    2.  Saul made king (9-12)
    3.  Early victories (12)
    4.  The rebuke of Saul (13:1-15)
    5.  The wars of Saul (13:16-14:52)
    6.  The rejection of Saul (15:1-35)

  III.  David (1 Sam. 16-1 Sam. 31)
1.  The shepherd (16-17)

    2.  The servant (18-19)
    3.  The exile (20-31) 
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Study Questions
for 

1 Samuel 31-2 Samuel 1

1. How did the death of Saul fulfill God's purpose for Israel? What is the 
comparison of David's victory and Saul's defeat? What is the outcome 
of your battles when you put your trust in God? What happens when 
you have rejected His guidance? How does this affect the way you 
face your enemy? How does God show Himself faithful?

2.  In this first book of Samuel, what lesson would the Lord have us to 
learn with the comparison of Samuel and Saul? What happens when 
we look at what the world offers rather than what God has for us? 
How can we keep our eyes fixed on the blessings God has prepared 
for us?
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 3. Why do you think the Amalekite tried to deceive David when he 
brought the news of Saul's death? What do you think he expected 
from David? Why did David condemn him? David only thought good 
things of Saul even though Saul had pursued him and wanted him 
dead.  How was he able to retain such honor for one who seemed to 
be his enemy? What makes you able to be kind to those who 
mistreat you? 

  4. In the funeral song David composed for Saul and Jonathan, he 
focused more on Saul's royal position than on his personal 
characteristics. What example is that for us today? How was his 
tribute to Jonathan expressed? Do you have a friend that you share 
this same kind of love? Do you find that having the Lord in the midst 
of that friendship makes it even sweeter?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

1 SAMUEL 31
Defeat. David won a battle and divided the spoils; Saul lost a battle and was 
stripped by the enemy. Gideon camped near Gilboa before his great victory over 
the Midianites (Judg. 7:1), but Gilboa would forever be associated with the 
defeat of Saul. Are you leaving behind monuments to victory or to defeat?
Death. Death reigned over Israel: their soldiers died, Saul and his armorbearer 
died, and Saul’s sons died. Such is the high cost of one man’s rebellion:.“For to 
be carnally minded is death” (Rom. 8:6).
Disgrace. Had Israel won, God would have been glorified. Instead, the pagan 
idols were honored, and the dead were desecrated. It is bad enough to die in a 
losing battle, but not to be buried was an even greater disgrace.
Devotion. The brave men of Jabesh Gilead risked their lives to give Saul and his 
sons a decent burial. After all, Saul had rescued their city forty years before, and 
they were showing their gratitude (1 Sam. 11:1–11). David later honored them for 
their feat (2 Sam. 2:4–7).     

2 SAMUEL 1
Saul began his career standing (1 Sam. 10:23), but he closed his career falling 
(vv. 4, 10, 12, 19, 25, 27): “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest 
he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). Natural abilities and great opportunities do not guarantee 
success. Saul was head and shoulders above everybody else, but he was not 
heart and soul yielded to God. Robert Murray M’Cheyne said, “It is not great 
talents God blesses so much as great likeness to Jesus.”
The Amalekite tried to deceive David and win his favor, for his account 
contradicts the inspired record (1 Sam. 31). He did not know David! Saul was not 
David’s enemy, so David could not rejoice over Israel’s inglorious defeat. Do you 
have enemies whose sorrows make you happy? If you do, carefully consider 
Proverbs 24:17 and Romans 12:14–15.
David said only good things about Saul and praised him as a mighty warrior. 
Saul’s treatment of David had been diabolical, but David’s treatment of Saul was 
always kind and considerate (Lev. 19:18; Prov. 20:22; 24:29). Saul listened to 
men’s lies and lost his crown; David obeyed God’s Word and gained a kingdom.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Sa 1:1). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

1 Samuel 31
In the foregoing chapter we had David conquering, yea, more than a 
conqueror. In this chapter we have Saul conquered and worse than a captive. 
Providence ordered it that both these things should be doing just at the same 
time. The very same day; perhaps, that David was triumphing over the 
Amalekites, were the Philistines triumphing over Saul. One is set over against 
the other, that men may see what comes of trusting in God and what comes of 
forsaking him. We left Saul ready to engage the Philistines, with a shaking 
hand and an aching heart, having had his doom read him from hell, which he 
would not regard when it was read him from heaven. Let us now see what 
becomes of him. Here is, I. His army routed (v. 1). II. His three sons slain (v. 2). 
III. Himself wounded (v. 3), and slain by his own hand (v. 4). The death of his 
armour-bearer (v. 5) and all his men (v. 6). IV. His country possessed by the 
Philistines (v. 7). His camp plundered, and his dead body deserted (v. 8). His 
fall triumphed in (v. 9). His body publicly exposed (v. 10) and with difficulty 
rescued by the men of Jabesh-Gilead (v. 11–13). Thus fell the man that was 
rejected of God. The day of recompence has now come, in which Saul must 
account for the blood of the Amalekites which he had sinfully spared, and that 
of the priests which he had more sinfully spilt; that of David too, which he 
would have spilt, must come into the account. Now his day has come to fall, as 
David foresaw, when he should descend into battle and perish, ch.26:10. 
Come and see the righteous judgments of God. He sees his soldiers fall about 
him, v. 1. Whether the Philistines were more numerous, better posted, and 
better led on, or what other advantages they had, we are not told; but it seems 
they were more vigorous, for they made the onset; they fought against Israel, 
and the Israelites fled and fell. He sees his sons fall before him. The victorious 
Philistines pressed most forcibly upon the king of Israel and those about him. 
His three sons were next him, it is probable, and they were all three slain 
before his face, to his great grief (for they were the hopes of his family) and to 
his great terror, for they were now the guard of his person, and he could 
conclude no other than that his own turn would come next. He himself is sorely 
wounded by the Philistines and then slain by his own hand. The archers hit him 
(v. 3), so that he could neither fight nor fly, and therefore must inevitably fall 
into their hands. Thus, to make him the more miserable, destruction comes 
gradually upon him, and he dies so as to feel himself die.



The scripture makes no mention of the souls of Saul and his sons, what 
became of them after they were dead (secret things belong not to us), but of 
their bodies only. The day after the battle, when they had recovered their 
fatigue, they came to strip the slain, and, among the rest, found the bodies of 
Saul and his three sons, v. 8. Saul’s armour-bearer perhaps intended to 
honour his master by following the example of his self-murder, and to show 
thereby how well he loved him; but, if he had consulted his reason more than 
his passions, he would have spared that foolish compliment, not only in justice 
to his own life, but in kindness to his master, to whom, by the opportunity of 
survivorship, he might have done all the service that could be done him by any 
man after he was dead; for he might, in the night, have conveyed away his 
body, and those of his sons, and buried them decently. This book began with 
the birth of Samuel, but now it ends with the burial of Saul, the comparing of 
which two together will teach us to prefer the honour that comes from God 
before any of the honours which this world pretends to have the disposal of.

2 Samuel 1
This book is the history of the reign of king David. We had in the foregoing 
book an account of his designation to the government, and his struggles with 
Saul, which ended at length in the death of his persecutor. This book begins 
with his accession to the throne, and is entirely taken up with the affairs of the 
government during the forty years he reigned, and therefore is entitled by the 
Septuagint. The Third Book of the Kings. It gives us an account of David’s 
triumphs and his troubles. In the close of the foregoing book (with which this is 
connected as a continuation of the same history) we had Saul’s exit; he went 
down slain to the pit, though we was the terror of the mighty in the land of the 
living. We are now to look towards the rising sun, and to enquire where David 
is, and what he is doing. In this chapter we have, I. Tidings brought him to 
Ziklag of the death of Saul and Jonathan, by an Amalekite, who undertook to 
give him a particular narrative of it (v. 1–10). II. David’s sorrowful reception of 
these tidings, (v. 11, 12). III. Justice done upon the messenger, who boasted 
that he had helped Saul to dispatch himself (v. 13–16). IV. An elegy which 
David penned upon this occasion (v. 17–27). And in all this David’s breast 
appears very happily free from the sparks both of revenge and ambition, and 
he observes a very suitable demeanour.



David settling again in Ziklag, his own city, after he had rescued his family and 
friends out of the hands of the Amalekites. Intelligence brought him thither of the 
death of Saul. It was strange that he did not leave some spies about the camp, 
to bring him early notice of the issue of the engagement, a sign that he desired 
not Saul’s woeful day, nor was impatient to come to the throne, but willing to wait 
till those tidings were brought to him which many a one would have sent more 
than half-way to meet. He that believes does not make haste, takes good news 
when it comes and is not uneasy while it is in the coming. 1. The messenger 
presents himself to David as an express, in the posture of a mourner for the 
deceased prince and a subject to the succeeding one. He came with his clothes 
rent, and made obeisance to David (v. 2), pleasing himself with the fancy that he 
had the honour to be the first that did him homage as his sovereign, but it proved 
he was the first that received from him sentence of death as his judge. He gives 
him a general account of the issue of the battle. David was very desirous to 
know how the matter went, as one that had more reason than any to be 
concerned for the public; and he told him very distinctly that the army of Israel 
was routed, many slain, and, among the rest, Saul and Jonathan, v. 4. He 
named only Saul and Jonathan, because he knew David would be most 
solicitous to know their fate; for Saul was the man whom he most feared and 
Jonathan the man whom he most loved. Here is David’s reception of these 
tidings. So far was he from falling into a transport of joy, as the Amalekite 
expected, that he fell into a passion of weeping, rent his clothes (v. 11), mourned 
and fasted (v. 12), not only for his people Israel and Jonathan his friend but for 
Saul his enemy. This he did, not only as a man of honour, in observance of that 
decorum which forbids us to insult over those that are fallen, and requires us to 
attend our relations to the grave with respect, whatever we lost by their life or got 
by their death, but as a good man and a man of conscience, that had forgiven 
the injuries Saul had done him and bore him no malice. To want that wherewith 
we should honour God is worse than to want that wherewith we should sustain 
ourselves. This is the reproach David fastens upon the mountains of Gilboa, 
which, having been stained with royal blood, thereby forfeited celestial dews. In 
this elegy Saul had a more honourable interment than that which the men of 
Jabesh-Gilead gave him.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (2 Sa 1:17–27). Peabody: Hendrickson.


