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Outline

  I.  Samuel (1 Sam. 1-7)
   1.  Birth and childhood (1-2)
   2.  Early ministry (3)
   3.  Saga of the Ark (4-6)
   4.  Samuel's influence (7)

  II. Saul (1 Sam. 8-15)
1.  Israel:  We want a king (8)

    2.  Saul made king (9-12)
    3.  Early victories (12)
    4.  The rebuke of Saul (13:1-15)
    5.  The wars of Saul (13:16-14:52)
    6.  The rejection of Saul (15:1-35)

  III.  David (1 Sam. 16-1 Sam. 31)
1.  The shepherd (16-17)

    2.  The servant (18-19)
    3.  The exile (20-31) 
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Study Questions
for 

1 Samuel 4

1. As a result of the Ark of the Covenant being placed into the temple 
of the idol of Dagon, Dagon had fallen on it's face the following 
morning.  Do you think this was a message to the Philistines to fall 
on their faces before God and worship Him instead of Dagon?

2. The Philistines might have believed that Dagon's amputations 
resulted from their failure to honor the god properly, but the true 
failure was in worshiping an idol rather than honoring the one true 
God.  Has there been a time in your life where, without even 
realizing it, you honored something more than God?  How did He 
reveal that to you?
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3.  In verse 9 the Bible tells us that when the plague of tumors fell on 
the men of Gath, there was a great panic.  God often used "great 
panic" to overwhelm Israel's enemies.  Have you ever felt God using 
something like "great panic" to overcome something you felt was 
your enemy?  

 4.  The people realized that by taking the Ark of the Covenant, the Lord's 
heavy hand struck against them, yet they did not turn to God.  They 
kept pushing Him out of their lives by moving the Ark to different 
cities.  Why do you think they were not willing to accept Him?  



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary 

The glory may have departed from Israel, but God was still in control and 
well able to defend His name. If you get depressed because the enemy 
seems to have “captured” the glory, rest assured that God is still on the 
throne.
God can reveal His glory even in a heathen temple, and all false gods 
must fall before Him. How much better it would have been for His glory to 
be revealed on the battlefield, but He could not give victory to a 
disobedient people. It would only have encouraged them more in their sin.
Instead of confessing their sin and trusting the true God of Israel, the 
people of Philistia tried to get rid of the ark. What a great opportunity they 
were passing by! But then, would you want to trust the god of the defeated 
enemy? Israel was a poor witness to the other nations, so they rejected 
Israel’s God.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Sa 5:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

 

 

It is now time to enquire what has become of the ark of God; we cannot but think that 
we shall hear more of that sacred treasure. I should have thought the next news 
would have been that all Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, had gathered together as 
one man, with a resolution to bring it back, or die in the attempt; but we find not any 
motion made of that kind, so little was there of zeal or courage left among them. Nay, 
we do not find that they desired a treaty with the Philistines about the ransom of it, or 
offered any thing in lieu of it. “It is gone, and let it go.’ ’ Many have softness enough to 
lament the loss of the ark that have not hardiness enough to take one step towards 
the recovery of it, any more than Israel here. If the ark will help itself it may, for they 
will not help it. Unworthy they were of the name of Israelites that could thus tamely 
part with the glory of Israel. God would therefore take the work into his own hands 
and plead his own cause, since men would not appear for him. We are told in this 
chapter, I. How the Philistines triumphed over the ark (v. 1, 2), and, II. How the ark 
triumphed over the Philistines, 1. Over Dagon their god (v. 3–5). 2. Over the 
Philistines themselves, who were sorely plagued with emerods, and made weary of 
the ark; the men of Ashdod first (v. 6, 7), then the men of Gath (v. 8, 9), and lastly 
those of Ekron, which forced them at length upon a resolution to send the ark back to 
the land of Israel; for when God judgeth he will overcome.  Here is, I. The Philistines’ 
triumph over the ark, which they were the more pleased, the more proud, to be now 
masters of, because before the battle they were possessed with a great fear of it, ch.
4:7. When they had it in their hands God restrained them, that they did not offer any 
violence to it, did not break it to pieces, as the Israelites were ordered to do by the 
idols of the heathen, but showed some respect to it, and carefully carried it to a place 
of safety. Whether their curiosity led them to open it, and to read what was written 
with the finger of God on the two tables of stone that were in it, we are not told; 
perhaps they looked no further than the golden outside and the cherubim that 
covered it, like children that are more affected with the fine binding of their bibles than 
with the precious matter contained in them. They carried it to Ashdod, one of their five 
cities, and that in which Dagon’s temple was; there they placed the ark of God, by 
Dagon (v. 2), either 1. As a sacred thing, which they designed to pay some religious 
respect to, in conjunction with Dagon; for the gods of the heathen were never looked 
upon as averse to partners. Though the nations would not change their gods, yet they 
would multiply them and add to them. But they were mistaken in the God of Israel 
when, in putting his ark by Dagon’s image, they intended to do him honour; for he is 
not worshipped at all if he is not worshipped alone.  The Lord our God is one Lord.



Or rather, 2. They placed it there as a trophy of victory, in honour of Dagon their 
god, to whom no doubt they intended to offer a great sacrifice, as they had done 
when they had taken Samson (Jdg. 16:23, 24), boasting that as then they had 
triumphed over Israel’s champion so now over Israel’s God. What a reproach was 
this to God’s great name! what a disgrace to the throne of his glory! Shall the ark, 
the symbol of God’s presence, be a prisoner to Dagon, a dunghill deity? (1.) So it 
is, because God will show of how little account the ark of the covenant is if the 
covenant itself be broken and neglected; even sacred signs are not things that 
either he is tied to or we can trust to. (2.) So it is for a time, that God may have so 
much the more glory, in reckoning with those that thus affront him, and get him 
honour upon them. Having punished Israel, that betrayed the ark, by giving it into 
the hands of the Philistines, he will next deal with those that abused it, and will 
fetch it out of their hands again. Thus even the wrath of man shall praise him; and 
he is bringing about his own glory even when he seems to neglect it, Ps. 76:10. 
Out of the eater shall come forth meat.  II. The ark’s triumph over Dagon. Once 
and again Dagon was made to fall before it. If they designed to do honour to the 
ark, God thereby showed that he valued not their honour, nor would he accept it; 
for he will be worshipped, not with any god, but above all gods. He owes a shame 
(as bishop Hall expresses it) to those who will be making matches betwixt himself 
and Belial. But they really designed to affront it, and though for some hours Dagon 
stood by the ark, and it is likely stood above it (the ark, as its footstool), yet the 
next morning, when the worshippers of Dagon came to pay their devotions to his 
shrine, they found their triumphing short, Job 20:5.
1. Dagon, that is, the image (for that was all the god), had fallen upon his face to 
the earth before the ark, v. 3. God had seemed to forget the ark, but see how the 
Psalmist speaks of his appearing, at last, to vindicate his own honour. When he 
had delivered his strength into captivity, and all seemed going to ruin, then the 
Lord awaked as one out of sleep, and like a mighty man that shouteth by reason of 
wine, Ps. 78:59–65. And therefore he prevented the utter desolations of the Jewish 
church, because he feared the wrath of the enemy, Deu. 32:26, 27. Great care was 
taken, in setting up the images of their gods, to fix them. The prophet takes notice 
of it, Isa. 41:7, He fastened it with nails that it should not be moved; and again, Isa. 
46:7. And yet Dagon’s fastenings stood him in no stead. The ark of God triumphs 
over him upon his own dunghill, in his own temple. 



The downfall of Dagon (if the people had made a good use of it, and had been 
brought by it to repent of their idolatries and to humble themselves before the God of 
Israel and seek his face) might have prevented the vengeance which God here 
proceeds to take upon them for the indignities done to his ark, and their obstinate 
adherence to their idol, in defiance of the plainest conviction. Lord, when thy hand is 
lifted up they will not see, but they shall see, Isa. 26:11. And, if they will not see the 
glory, they shall feel the weight, of God’s hand, for so the Philistines did. The hand of 
the Lord was heavy upon them (v. 6), and he not only convinced them of their folly, 
but severely chastised their insolence. 1. He destroyed them, that is, cut many of 
them off by sudden death, those, we may suppose, that had most triumphed in the 
captivity of the ark. This is distinguished from the disease with which others were 
smitten. At Gath it is called a great destruction (v. 9), a deadly destruction, v. 11. And 
it is expressly said (v. 12) that those who were smitten with the emerods were the 
men that died not by the other destruction, which probably was the pestilence. They 
boasted of the great slaughter which their sword had made among the Israelites, ch.
4:10. But God lets them know that though he does not see fit to draw Israel’s sword 
against them (they were unworthy to be employed), yet God had a sword of his own, 
with which he could make a no less dreadful execution among them, which if he whet, 
and his hand take hold on judgment, he will render vengeance to his enemies, Deu. 
32:41, 42. Note, Those that contend with God, his ark, and his Israel, will infallibly be 
ruined at last. If conviction conquer not, destruction shall. 2. Those that were not 
destroyed he smote with emerods (v. 6), in their secret parts (v. 9), so grievous that 
(v. 12) the cry went up to heaven, that is, it might be heard a great way off, and 
perhaps, in the extremity of their pain and misery, they cried, not to Dagon, but to the 
God of heaven. The Psalmist, speaking of this sore judgment upon the Philistines, 
describes it thus: God smote his enemies in the hinder parts, and put them to a 
perpetual reproach, Ps. 78:66. The emerods (which we call the piles, and perhaps it 
was then a more grievous disease than it is now) is threatened among the judgments 
that would be the fruit of the curse, Deu. 28:27. It was both a painful and shameful 
disease; a vile disease for vile deserts. By it God would humble their pride, and put 
contempt upon them, as they had done upon his ark. The disease was epidemical, 
and perhaps, among them, a new disease. Ashdod was smitten, and the coasts 
thereof, the country round. For contempt of God’s ordinances, many are weak and 
sick, and many sleep, 1 Co. 11:30. 3. Those that fight against God will soon have 
enough of it, and, first or last, will be made to know that none ever hardened their 
hearts against him and prospered. The wealth that is got by fraud and injustice, 
especially that which is got by sacrilege and robbing God, though swallowed greedily, 
and rolled under the tongue as a sweet morsel, must be vomited up again; for, till it 
be, the sinner shall not feel quietness in his belly, Job 20:15–20.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: Complete and 
unabridged in one volume (1 Sa 5:6–12). Peabody: Hendrickson.


