
1 Samuel 7

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

  I.  Samuel (1 Sam. 1-7)
   1.  Birth and childhood (1-2)
   2.  Early ministry (3)
   3.  Saga of the Ark (4-6)
   4.  Samuel's influence (7)

  II. Saul (1 Sam. 8-15)
1.  Israel:  We want a king (8)

    2.  Saul made king (9-12)
    3.  Early victories (12)
    4.  The rebuke of Saul (13:1-15)
    5.  The wars of Saul (13:16-14:52)
    6.  The rejection of Saul (15:1-35)

  III.  David (1 Sam. 16-1 Sam. 31)
1.  The shepherd (16-17)

    2.  The servant (18-19)
    3.  The exile (20-31) 
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Study Questions
for 

1 Samuel 7

1. Samuel told the Israelites that in order for the them to have victory 
over the Philistines and return to the Lord, they must put away their 
foreign gods and idols, and serve God only. What are some of the 
modern day idols that have been worshipped for several generations, 
that have kept Americans from God's blessings? How can we as 
individuals help America turn back to God?

2. Verse 6 tells us that Samuel became Israel's judge at Mizpah. To have 
Samuel as Israel's judge was refreshing compared to Eli's failed 
leadership, and the leadership of some other judges before.  Do you 
think the Israelites realized how annointed by God Samuel was?  
How did that affect their willingness to follow him?
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3. When the Israelites defeated the Philistines, Samuel set up a large 
stone between two cities and named the stone Ebenezer (which 
means "the stone of help"), to commemorate God's help in turning 
the tide against the Philistine attacks. Do you find it odd that the 
name "Ebenezer" is the same name of the place where the Philistines 
defeated Israel and captured the Ark?  What do you think the 
significance of that would be?

 4.  Samuel judged Israel for the rest of his life and the Lord protected 
them from the Philistine's throughout this time. Do you believe all 
faithful leaders find God's favor against their enemies?  Why or why 
not?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

Cleaning up. The ark had been returned to Israel, but Israel had not 
returned to the Lord, so Samuel called them to repentance. They put 
away their foreign gods and then met at Mizpah to renew their covenant 
with the Lord. For years, God had been preparing Samuel for this 
strategic ministry, and he rescued the nation.

Looking up. The Philistines thought that the assembly at Mizpah was 
preparation for war; however, Israel was not equipped for battle. But 
God’s people use spiritual weapons to defeat the enemy: Samuel prayed, 
and God sent the enemy back in confusion. Samuel was born in answer 
to prayer, and he lived in dependence on prayer.

Setting up. Ebenezer means “stone of help.” It was a memorial to God’s 
helping His people from the beginning to that very day. Missionary J. 
Hudson Taylor had a plaque in his home that read, EBENEZER and 
JEHOVAH-JIREH. That means, “Thus far the Lord has helped us—The 
Lord will see to it.” This takes care of the past and the future, so why 
worry about the present? God is in control!

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Sa 7:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

 

 

In this chapter we have, I. The eclipsing of the glory of the ark, by its privacy 
in Kirjath-jearim for many years (v. 1, 2). II. The appearing of the glory of 
Samuel in his public services for the good of Israel, to whom he was raised 
up to be a judge, and he was the last that bore that character. This chapter 
gives us all the account we have of him when he was in the prime of his time; 
for what we had before was in his childhood (ch.2 and 3); what we have of 
him after was in his old age (8:1). We have him here active, 1. In the 
reformation of Israel from their idolatry (v. 3, 4). 2. In the reviving of religion 
among them (v. 5, 6). 3. In praying for them against the invading Philistines 
(v. 7–9), over whom God, in answer to his prayer, gave them a glorious 
victory (v. 10, 11). 4. In erecting a thankful memorial of that victory (v. 12). 5. 
In the improvement of that victory (v. 13, 14). 6. In the administration of 
justice (v. 15–17). And these were the things for which God was preparing 
the designing him, in the early vouchsafements of his grace to him.

We must attend the ark to Kirjath-jearim, and then leave it there, to hear not a 
word more of it except once (ch.14:18), till David fetched it thence, about 
forty years after, 1 Chr. 13:6. We are very willing to attend it thither, for the 
men of Beth-shemesh have by their own folly made that a burden which 
might have been a blessing; and gladly would we see it among those to 
whom it will be a savour of life unto life, for in every place where it has been 
of late it has been a savour of death unto death. Now, the men of Kirjath-
jearim cheerfully bring it among them, v. 1. They came, at the first word, and 
fetched up the ark of the Lord. Their neighbours the Beth-shemites, were not 
more glad to get rid of it than they were to receive it, knowing very well that 
what slaughter the ark had made at Beth-shemesh was not an act of arbitrary 
power, but of necessary justice, and those that suffered by it must blame 
themselves, not the ark; we may depend upon the word which God hath said 
(Jer. 25:6), Provoke me not, and I will do you no hurt. Note, The judgments of 
God on those who profane his ordinances should not make us afraid of the 
ordinances, but of profaning them and making an ill use of them.  They 
carefully provided for its decent entertainment among them, as a welcome 
guest, with true affection, and, as an honourable guest, with respect and 
reverence.



They provided a proper place to receive it.  They had no public building to 
adorn with it, but they lodged it in the house of Abinadab, which stood upon 
the highest ground, and, probably, was the best house in their city; or 
perhaps the master of it was the most eminent man they had for piety, and 
best affected to the ark.  The men of Beth-shemesh left it exposed upon a 
stone in the open field, and, though it was a city of priests, none of them 
received it into his house; but men of Kirjath-jearim, though common 
Israelites, gave it house-room, and no doubt the best-furnished room in the 
house to which it was brought.  Note, [1.] God will find out a resting-place for 
his ark; if some thrust it from them, yet the hearts of others shall be inclined to 
receive it.  [2.] It is no new thing for God's ark to be thrust into a private 
house.  Christ and his apostles preached from house to house when they 
could not have public places at command. [3.] Sometimes priests are shamed 
and out-done in religion by common Israelites. They provided a proper 
person to attend it; they sanctified Eleazar his son to keep it; not the father, 
either because he was aged and infirm, or because he had the affairs of his 
house and family to attend, from which they would not take him off.  But the 
son, who, it is probable, was a very pious devout young man, and zealously 
affected towards the best things.  His business was to keep the ark, not only 
from being seized by malicious Philistines, but from being touched or looked 
into by too curious Israelites.  He was to keep the room clean and decent in 
which the ark was, that, though it was in an obscure place, it might not look 
like a neglected thing, which no man looked after.  It does not appear that this 
Eleazar was of the tribe of Levi, much less of the house of Aaron, nor was it 
needful that he should, for here was no altar either for sacrifice or incense, 
only we may suppose that some devout Israelites would come and pray 
before the ark, and those that did so he was there ready to attend and assist.  
For this purpose they sanctified him, that is, by his own consent, they obliged 
him to make this his business, and to give a constant attendance to it; they 
set him apart for it in the name of all their citizens. This was irregular, but was 
excusable because of the present distress.  When the ark has but recently 
come out of captivity we cannot expect it to be on a sudden in its usual 
solemnity, but must take things as they are, and make the best of them.



We have here a short account of the further good services that Samuel did to 
Israel. Having parted them from their idols, and brought them home to their 
God, he had put them into a capacity of receiving further benefits by his 
ministry. Having prevailed in that, he becomes, in other instances, a great 
blessing to them; yet, writing it himself, he is brief in the relation. We are not 
told here, but it appears (2 Chr. 35:18) that in the days of Samuel the prophet 
the people of Israel kept the ordinance of the passover with more than 
ordinary devotion, notwithstanding the distance of the ark and the desolations 
of Shiloh. Many good offices, no doubt, he did for Israel, but here we are only 
told how instrumental he was, 1. In securing the public peace (v. 13): “In his 
days the Philistines came no more into the coast of Israel, made no inroads 
or incursions upon them; they perceived that God now fought for Israel and 
that his hand was against the Philistines, and this kept them in awe, and 
restrained the remainder of their wrath.’ ’ Samuel was a protector and 
deliverer to Israel, not by dint of sword, as Gideon, nor by strength of arm, as 
Samson, but by the power of prayer to God and carrying on a work of 
reformation among the people. Religion and piety are the best securities of a 
nation. 2. In recovering the public rights, v. 14. By his influence Israel had the 
courage to demand the cities which the Philistines had unjustly taken from 
them and had long detained; and the Philistines, not daring to contend with 
one that had so great an interest in heaven, tamely yielded to the demand, 
and restored (some think) even Ekron and Gath, two of the capital cities, 
though afterwards they retook them; others think some small towns that lay 
between Ekron and Gath, which were forced out of the Philistines’ hands.  In 
keeping up the public exercises of religion; for there, where he lived, he built 
an altar to the Lord, not in contempt of the altar that was at Nob, or Gibeon, or 
wherever the tabernacle was; but divine justice having laid Sholoh waste, and 
no other place being yet chosen for them to bring their offerings to (Deu. 
12:11), he looked upon the law which confined them to one place to be for the 
present suspended, and therefore, being a prophet, and under divine 
direction, he did as the patriarchs did, he built an altar where he lived, both for 
the use of his own family and for the good of the country that resorted to it. 
Great men should use their wealth, power, and interest, for the keeping up of 
religion in the places where they live.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
Complete and unabridged in one volume (1 Sa 7:13–17). Peabody: 


