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1st Samuel—
    In the case of 1 Samuel there is really no need to 
burden ourselves with a detailed analysis.  Fix it well in 
the mind—and the memory will easily retain it—that 1 
Samuel is the book of the transition from the theocracy to 
the monarchy; and the book of the three remarkable 
men—Samuel, the last of the Judges, Saul, the first of the 
Kings, and David, the greatest of the kings.

—J. Bazter Sidlow, Explore the Book.
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Introductory Notes

Author: The book of 1 Samuel is anonymous. Jewish 
tradition claims that the prophet Samuel wrote the books 
that bear his name, while the prophets Gad and Nathan 
supplied supplementary information concerning the years 
following Samuel’s death (25:1). Nevertheless, there is no 
reference to an author in the book. The biblical text does 
indicate that Samuel made some written records (10:25) 
and that prophetic figures (Samuel, Nathan, and Gad) 
chronicled many of the acts of King David (1 Chron. 
29:29). 

Time: First Samuel covers the ninety-four-year period 
from the birth of Samuel to the death of Saul (c. 1105–
1011 b.c.). Much of it deals with conflicts with the Philis-
tines, against whom Saul and David repeatedly fought.

Theme: We want a King!  The book describes the 
growing desire of the people of Israel to be ruled by a 
king, and the roles that various individuals played in the 
beginning and continuation of the Hebrew kingship. King-
ship is depicted as a theological rather than a political mat-
ter. The God of Israel continues to be the true King of Is-
rael. The earthly king would represent the nation before 
God and would be ultimately responsible to Him. Indeed, 
the book clearly reveals that the success or failure of the 
king would be determined by his obedience or disobedi-
ence to the Law and his commitment to the will of God. 

Key Items: 
The book is built around three key figures: Samuel (chs. 
1–7), Saul (chs. 8–31), and David (chs. 16–31).
First Samuel records the crucial transition from the theoc-
racy under the judges to the monarchy under the kings.   
The two books of Samuel were originally one in the He-
brew text, but were divided when they were translated into 
Greek. Thus the Septuagint (Greek Old Testament) and 
English translations divide Samuel into two books, even 
though this introduces an artificial division into what is 
actually one continuous account.
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First Samuel Outline

I. The ministry of Samuel the prophet 1:1
A. The birth of Samuel 1:1
B. Samuel and the sons of Eli 2:12
C. The beginning of Samuel's prophetic ministry 3:1
D. The Philistine war at Aphek and the loss of the ark of the 
      Lord 4:1
E. Israel's victory over the Philistines under Samuel's ministry 
     7:3

II. The reign of Saul as the first king of Israel 8:1
A. Israel's demands for a king 8:1
B. Saul's anointing and public presentation by Samuel 9:1
C. Israel's victory over the Ammonites 11:1
D. Samuel's farewell address 12:1
E. God's rejection of Saul 13:1

III. David chosen to succeed Saul as king 16:1
A. David's anointing and entrance into royal service 16:1
B. David's victory over Goliath 17:1
C. David's relationships with members of the royal family 18:1
D. David as a fugitive 21:1

1. David's flight to Nob, Gath, and Moab 21:1
2. Saul's punitive action against the priests of Nob 22:6
3. David's rescue of the city of Keilah 23:1
4. Saul's pursuit of David in the Wilderness of Maon and En 
    Gedi 23:15
5. Samuel's death and David's marriages 25:1
6. Saul's pursuit of David in the Wilderness of Ziph 26:1
7. David's flight to Philistia 27:1
8. Preparation for the battle at Gilboa 28:3
9. David's rescue of the inhabitants of Ziklag 30:1
10. Saul's death 31:1

MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary.
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Thursday, September 28, 2006

Passage for today: 1 Samuel 11 Samuel 11 Samuel 1---2:112:112:11Th
u

r
sd

a
y

Questions to Ponder
1. Quickly list the various events that took place in the life of Hannah 

in this section of scripture.  From what we see of Hannah in this 
section, how would you describe her relationship with the Lord?  
What character traits do we see Hannah portray in this section?

2. Hannah’s name is translated grace.  How would you say that her life 
exhibited grace?

3. Hannah definitely went through tough times.  What was it that 
upheld her through her tough times?  When the Lord blessed her, 
what was her response?

4. Many times, people cling to the Lord and cry out to the Lord during 
tough times, but often respond differently when the Lord answers our 
prayers.  Hannah, on the other hand, was faithful and obedient in 
tough times and in blessed times.  What does your life look like in 
tough times and what does it look like in blessed times? Which 
category would your life fit in today?  Explain.
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Friday, September 29, 2006

Passage for today: 1 Samuel 2:121 Samuel 2:121 Samuel 2:12---333Fr
id

a
y

Questions to Ponder
1. This section of scripture provides us with a great look at the contrast 

between Eli’s sons and Eli’s servant.  Hophni and Phinehas stand in 
great contrast to Samuel.  What differences do we see in this section 
between the sons of Eli and Samuel?

2. In the world today there are many who call themselves followers of 
God or servants of God who actually live lives defiling the very God 
they claim.  On the contrary, there are people who live lives of true 
servitude to the Lord.  How can we tell the difference?

3. In this section, we see that Eli’s sons abhorred the offering of the 
Lord.  What could this be a picture of for us today?  Samuel was said 
to have “ministered before the Lord” even as a child (before he had 
actually heard the voice of the Lord).  What could this be a picture of 
today?  With an honest look into your own life today, which would 
you say that your life more exemplifies?   Which do you want to 
exemplify?  Explain.
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Saturday, September 30, 2006

Passage for today: 1 Samuel 41 Samuel 41 Samuel 4---555Sa
tu

r
d

a
y

Questions to Ponder
1. Amidst the tragedy we read about in these two chapters, we get to 

watch the movement of the ark of the Lord. The ark of the covenant 
of the Lord was to be constantly at the center of the people because it 
was the place where God dwelt.  In reality, however, the children of 
Israel lost sight of this truth and treated the ark as if it were a good-
luck charm and ended up losing it to their enemy. Seek to list all the 
things that we see happen in these two chapters concerning the ark of 
the covenant?  What do these events tell us about the spiritual state 
of the children of  Israel?  about the spiritual state of the Philistines? 
about the power of the Lord?

2. From other passages in the Bible, what do we know about how the 
children of Israel were supposed to treat the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord?

3. In our lives today, the Lord is said to not dwell in buildings made of 
stone and wood, but in the hearts of those who are His children by 
faith in His Son Jesus Christ.  How does what we see in this section 
of scripture apply to your life today?  Would you say that the 
presence of the Lord is the most important thing in Your life?  How 
does your life compare with that of the children of Israel concerning 
their reverence and honor of the Lord’s presence?
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Sunday, October 1, 2006

Passage for today: 1 Samuel 61 Samuel 61 Samuel 6---777Su
n

d
a

y

Questions to Ponder
1. In this section of scripture, we see a type of reconciliation take place 

between the Lord (as He moves back into the land by way of the ark 
of the covenant) and by the people of Israel (as they are guided by the 
Lord through Samuel).  What are the actions we see God taking in 
these two chapters?  What are the actions of Israel? What are the 
actions of Samuel?

2. In 2 Corinthians 5, Paul teaches that God has reconciled us to 
Himself through His Son, Jesus Christ.  How can what we see here in 
chapters 6 and 7 be a picture of our being reconciled to God through 
Christ?  Who does Samuel represent in this passage for the people of 
Israel?

3. Take a moment and read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21.  Through Jesus 
Christ, we are reconciled to God.  But that is not the end of the story 
for us.  According to this passage in 2 Corinthians 5, what is our 
renewed relationship with God through Christ supposed to produce in 
and through us?

4. What is your relationship with God through Christ producing in and 
through you today?  Can you say along with Paul that through your 
life God is beckoning to others that they be reconciled (or made one) 
with God through faith in Christ?  Explain.
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Monday, October 2, 2006

Passage for today: 1 Samuel 81 Samuel 81 Samuel 8m
o

n
d

a
y

Questions to Ponder
1. In this chapter, we get to witness the beginning of a significant 

change for the people Israel.  God had originally set their 
government up to center on Himself as the Source of everything.  
Now the people have opted to press God for a human king – one like 
the nations around them had.  In this chapter, what is the Lord’s 
warning to the people concerning the king he would give?  What 
details does the Lord give concerning this coming king?

2. Obviously God’s best in this situation would have been for the 
people to acknowledge Him as the center of the nation and on the 
throne of their hearts.  So why do you think He allows the people to 
have what is less than the best for their lives?

3. We find the people of Israel in danger of passing up God’s best for 
their lives for what they see as better than what they already have. 
Can you think of another instance in Scripture when a person or a 
group passed up God’s best for what they thought to be better?

4. Can you think of a time when you chose something less than God’s 
best for your life?  What happened?  How did or how has it turned 
out?  Today, is there an opportunity laid before you that might be 
less than God’s best?  From what we read of in these two chapters, 
how might you choose with your current choice or future choices?
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Tuesday, September 12,, 2006

Passage for today: 1 Samuel 91 Samuel 91 Samuel 9---101010Tu
es

d
a

y

Questions to Ponder
1. These two chapters record for us the anointing of Saul, Israel’s first 

king.  Take a moment to write out all of the characteristics of Saul 
that you can find in this section of scripture.  From what you read of 
here, would you say that he has a promising future?  Explain.

2. Throughout the Bible we find that good beginnings do not guarantee 
good endings.  Can you think of a few examples of people who 
might have begun well with the Lord, but ended poorly?  On the 
other hand, can you think of any that truly ended well?

3. Most people begin their Christian lives on fire for the Lord and full 
of great ideas as to what the Lord will use them to do.  Sadly though, 
most become burned out or, even worse, turn away altogether from 
the path laid before them in Christ.  Why do you think that is?

4. Even with safeguards in place, the path is too tough for us to endure 
alone.  Absolute surrender to Christ alone can assure a strong finish 
of the race laid before us.  Today, do you find yourself surrendered 
to the Lord’s leading or might you be headed down your own path?  
Explain.
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Tuesday, October 4, 2006

Passage for today: 1 Samuel 111 Samuel 111 Samuel 11---121212

Questions to Ponder
1. Chapters 11 and 12 give us the account of Israel’s first battle under 

Saul and Samuel’s renewal of the kingdom of God in Israel.  Seek to 
outline Samuel’s admonishment and teaching of the children of 
Israel that happens in 1 Samuel 12.  What is Samuel’s heart 
concerning the spiritual state of the people?  Explain.  How do the 
people respond to Samuel’s rebuke?

2. In 1 Samuel 12:24, Samuel “teaches” the people the following: 
“Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with all your heart; for 
consider what great things He has done for you.”  In this, Samuel 
gives the people two commands:  1) Only fear the Lord and 2) Serve 
Him in truth with all your heart.  From what we see in our reading, 
how are the children of Israel neglecting each of these things?

3. In our everyday lives, it is easy to fall into the trap of not fearing (or 
revering) the Lord alone.  What are the things in your life that you 
tend to fear instead of the Lord?  It could also be said, that we, as 
Christians serve the Lord in falsity or in error and half-heartedly.  
How does this happen in your life?

4. Samuel ends verse 24 by telling the people to consider what great 
things the Lord had done for them.  What great things has the Lord 
done for you and what does thinking about these things have to do 
with fearing the Lord and serving the Lord in truth with all our 
hearts? 

W
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1 Samuel Study Notes
1 Samuel 1 Notes

Elkanah = “God has possessed” or “God has created”
Hannah = “grace”
Peninnah = “jewel”
“One of Elkanah's two wives; bore children when Hannah was 
childless (1Sa_1:2; 1Sa_1:6-7). (See HANNAH.) As Hannah's 
"adversary," Peninnah "provoked her with provocation for to make 
her fret." As Elkanah from year to year gave Hannah a double por-
tion at the sacrificial meal, "so did Peninnah provoke her so that she 
wept and did not eat." Elkanah's love to Hannah drew out Penin-
nah's renewed provocations.”

—Fausset’s Bible Dictionary
Shiloh = “place of rest”
Eli = “ascension”
Hophni = “pugilist”; PU'GILIST, n. A boxer; one who fights with 
his fists.
Phinehas = “mouth of brass”
Note vs.5-6 = “…the Lord had closed her womb” This statement is 
made twice in as many verses and is significant in that every time a 
barren woman is named in the Bible, the Lord uses it to perform a 
miracle. (See Sarah, Rachel, the mother of Samson, Elizabeth)
Samuel = “heard by God”

1 Samuel 2 Notes
Children are a gift from God (Gen. 48:8–9), a heritage and a reward 
(Ps. 127:3), weapons to use in fighting the enemy (Ps. 127:4–5), a 
source of joy (Ps. 113:9), and a crown in their parents’ old age 
(Prov. 17:6). It is a serious thing to abuse children (Matt. 18:1–6) or 
to neglect their spiritual training (Eph. 6:1–4). Christian witness is 
always one generation short of extinction. If we fail to train the 
children for Christ, we forfeit the future.

Wiersbe, Warren W.: With the Word Bible Com-
mentary. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997, c1991, S. 
1 Sa 2:1

Note v.29 = “Why do you kick at My sacrifice and My offering 
which I have commanded in My dwelling place, and honor your 
sons more than Me, to make yourselves fat with the best of all the 
offerings of Israel My people?”
Note vs. 35-36 = 
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1 Samuel 3 Notes
Note v.1 = “no widespread revelation” rendered “no open vision” 
in KJV
there was no open vision--no publicly recognized prophet whom 
the people could consult, and from whom they might learn the will 
of God. There must have been certain indubitable evidences by 
which a communication from heaven could be distinguished. Eli 
knew them, for he may have received them, though not so fre-
quently as is implied in the idea of an "open vision." (Jamieson, 
Fausset and Brown Commentary)
Note v.1 = “The word of the Lord”
Word - The word of prophecy, or the revelation of God's will to and 
by the prophets. (John Wesley’s Commentary)
Note v.19 = “let none of his words fall to the ground”
“[The phrase is said] in allusion either to water that falls to the 
ground, and becomes useless, or to an arrow falling out of the bow, 
and to the ground, before it reaches the mark, and so unsuccessful 
(y); or to any weapon of war, sword or spear, falling out of the hand 
of the soldier, whereby he is disarmed and rendered unserviceable: 
and these words, according to Kimchi, and in which he is followed 
by Abarbinel, are to be understood, not only of the words which he 
spake by the Holy Ghost under a spirit of prophecy, and had their 
exact accomplishment; but his common words, which were spoken 
by weight and measure, as the last expresses it, and which were de-
livered out according to the rules of justice, probity, and truth; and 
so he failed not of performing that which he had said, or of doing 
what was right, whereby Israel knew he was fit, prepared, and de-
signed to be a prophet of the Lord, as in the following verse; but it 
seems rather to have respect to the things predicted by him under a 
spirit of prophecy concerning Eli and his house, which soon began 
to be fulfilled.” (John Gill’s Exposition on the Entire Bible)

1 Samuel 4 Notes
According to Warren Wiersbe, we see three tragedies take place in 
this section of reading: the defeat of God’s people, the death of 
God’s priests, and the departure of God’s glory.
Note v.1 
The Philistines, known in Egyptian texts as the "Sea Peoples," were 
Indo-Europeans who migrated from the Aegean Islands and Asia 
Minor to the eastern Mediterranean coastal region in the twelfth 
century b.c. Migrations had occurred earlier, for Abraham and Isaac 
had contact with the Philistines as early as the twentieth century 
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b.c.. With their aggressive invasions and the fortress cities at Ash-
kelon, Ashdod, Ekron, Gath, and Gaza, the Philistines established 
strong political and military control of the southern coastal plain of 
Palestine. With their iron weapons, the Philistines became a signifi-
cant threat to Israelite security. The battle mentioned here took 
place between Ebenezer and Aphek. The name Ebenezer means 
"Stone of Help," and it commemorates Israel's victory at the same 
site about twenty years later (7:12). Aphek, located thirteen miles 
northeast of Joppa, was a strategic border city at the northern limit 
of Philistine territory (29:1).

MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary.
Note v.3 = “Why has the Lord defeated us today before the Philis-
tines?”
Note vs.3 and 7 = “…when it comes among us, it may save us” 
and “God has come into the camp!”  Here we see the contrasted 
thoughts of two enemies concerning the ark of the covenant.  The 
Holy Spirit shows us here that the children of Israel had fallen into 
the aweful position of using the ark of the Lord for gain, but ne-
glecting the presence of the Lord in their lives.  The Philistines, on 
the other hand, seem to have a better idea of what the ark represents 
as they tremble in fear at it’s arrival.  They cry out, “God has come 
into the camp.”  Though their understanding of God was not correct 
as they later speak of Him as gods, we do see that at this point in 
time, God’s enemy reveres Him more than His chosen people.  To-
day, could we say the same in certain instances?  How easy it is to 
fall into the trap of using God for attempted gain or health when 
His presence is so near to be enjoyed.  Are you faithfully enjoying 
His presence today or are You vainly using God for personal well-
being?
Note v.9 = “Conduct yourselves like men” x 2
Note v. 11 = Hophni and Phinehas died
Note v.18 = Eli died
Note v.19-22 = Phinehas’ wife died after naming their newborn son 
Ichabod, saying, “The glory of the Lord has departed from Israel!”  
Phinehas’ wife knew the significance of the presence of the Lord 
and seemed to value the glory of the Lord more than her husband 
ever dreamed of doing.  What a sad name—Ichabod!  Would you 
know it if the glory of the Lord left you?  Ichabod was a reminder 
to the people that they had squandered the presence of Yahweh in 
their lives.  And the sad thing is, their following actions hardly 
showed that they knew the depth of their plight.  How sad it is 
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when business continues as usual even when the glory of the Lord 
is gone!
Ichabod = Inglorious

1 Samuel 5 Notes
The Movement of the Ark in the Philistine Territory:
v.1 = Ebeneazar to Ashdod
v.8 = Ashdod to Gath
v.10 = Gath to Ekron
v.2 = the house of Dagon
Dagon, the chief god of the Philistines, was thought to control the 
weather and the fertility of the land. This god appears to be a Philis-
tine adaptation of the Canaanite god Baal, who is sometimes re-
ferred to in ancient literature as the "Son of Dagon." Philistia was 
an important grain-producing region; the worship of Dagon was 
thought to ensure a good crop.

MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary.

1 Samuel 6 Notes
Note v.2 = Diviners claimed to be able to predict the future and de-
termine the will of their gods by observing such omens as the flight 
pattern of birds or the liver of a sacrificed animal (see Num. 22).

MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary.
Note v.3 = trespass offering = The trespass offering of the Philis-
tines was a gift of compensation to the Lord (who they saw as one 
of many) for their taking of the ark.  This is not the same as the 
trespass offering of the Israelites. 
Note v.4 = five golden tumors, five golden rats
Note v.7 = a new cart and two milk cows
Note v.9 = Beth Shemesh = “house of the sun” or “sun-temple”
Note v.17 = 
Ashdod = “powerful”
Gaza = Azzah = “the strong”
Ashkelon or Ashkelon = “the fire of infamy: I shall be weighed”
Gath = Gath = “winepress”
Ekron = “emigration” or “torn up by the roots”
Note v.21 = Kirjath-jearim = “city of forests”

1 Samuel 7 Notes
Note v.1 = 
Abinadab = Abinadab = “my father is noble” or “my father is will-
ing”
Eleazar = “God has helped”
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Note v.2 = “it was there twenty years”
Most likely, it was twenty years before Samuel called the assembly 
at Mizpah (v. 5). The ark remained at Kirjath Jearim for about a 
hundred years [seventy to one hundred]. It was taken there just after 
the battle of Aphek around 1104 b.c. and remained there until 
David brought it to Jerusalem in his first year as king over all Is-
rael, around 1003 b.c. (see 2 Sam. 5:5; 6:1).

MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary.
Note v.3 = If you return, put away, prepare, serve; then the Lord 
will deliver
Note v.4 = “So the children of Israel put away the Baals and 
Ashteroths, and served the Lord only.”

1 Samuel 8 Notes
Joel = “Jehovah is God”
Abijah = “Jehovah is (my) father”
Note v.3 = “But his sons did not walk in his ways; they turned aside 
after dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted justice.”

Note v.6 = “So Samuel prayed to the Lord.”
Note vs. 10-18 = It is worthy of noting the repetition of the words 
he and his in this description of Israel’s future king.  Samuel here is 
obediently setting before the children of Israel all that the Lord has 
revealed to him about their desired king.  This was never to be the 
way God desired Israel’s government system to be.  However, be-
cause of the desire of the people to be like all the other nations of 
the world, the Lord granted their wish and gave them everything 
they wanted in Saul – a man just like them to rule over them.  How 
sad it is to realize that in our lives we fall at times to the desire to 
follow a person over God.  It is the easy thing to do in that it re-
quires absolutely no faith.  But this is not God’s way.  God has 
wired each of us to worship him alone.  No man will ever be able to 
carry our burdens or lead us in such a way that brings ultimate 
peace and abundant life.  God desires us to love him with all we 
have and to surrender to Him who can kill both our flesh and our 
soul instead of man, who is limited by time and space.

The King of Israel
     W as it God's will for Israel to have a king? Certainly it was, for 
God had indicated that the kingship was part of His plan for Israel 
in a number of prophecies (Gen. 49:10; Num. 24:17; Deut. 17:14).
     Although kingship for them was not wrong in itself, the way the 
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Israelites were demanding it was wrong. The people clearly stated 
their motives for wanting a king. First, they wanted to follow the 
practices of the neighboring nations (8:5). Second, they wanted a 
king to lead them into battles (8:20). Both motives amounted to a 
rejection of the God of Israel as their King (8:7). The Lord had 
demonstrated on numerous occasions that He would fight the Isra-
elites' battles. From the miraculous collapse of Jericho's walls 
(Josh. 6:20) to Gideon's rout of the massive Midianite army (Judg. 
7:19), God had delivered His people again and again from their 
enemies. Why did they need a king now to lead them into battles?
     What is more, God had given the people His Word, the prophets, 
and the judges to guide them. But as the tragic history of Judges 
demonstrates, the people ignored God's guidance and followed the 
practices of their neighbors (Judg. 3:7). Now, once again, the peo-
ple were following their neighbors instead of the living God and the 
Word He had given them. Although Samuel clearly communicated 
God's warning to the people, they stubbornly preferred their will to 
God's.
     In the end, God allowed the Israelites to have what they wanted. 
He gave them a king like those of the other nations. The tall and 
handsome Saul would have been the perfect choice for a king. But 
through Saul's tragic reign, God taught the Israelites that they 
needed a king who was not like the kings of the other nations. They 
needed a king who would obey God's word instead of following his 
own will-a king who would trust in God instead of himself. In the 
shadow of Saul's mistakes, God trained young David to walk in His 
ways so that He could eventually lead the nation in righteousness.

MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary.

1 Samuel 9 Notes
Note v.2 = “a choice and handsome son”
Saul means "Asked For." Choice suggests that Saul was in the 
prime of manhood. Both his physical stature-taller than any-and 
personal appearance-handsome-were striking. Saul was endowed 
with what seemed to be great potential for leadership and service. 
In these respects, Saul was a king like those of "all the na-
tions" (8:5).

MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary.
Note v.16 = “commander over My people Israel”
the leader, ruler, and governor of them; to which high office he was 
to be appointed by pouring oil upon him, and was the first king on 
whom this ceremony was performed, and from whence he was 
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called the Lord's anointed (John Gill’s Exposition on the Entire Bi-
ble)
Note v.21 = Saul’s humble reply
Saul sounds a great deal like Gideon in this verse. He sounds very 
humble. Gideon said, “… Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Is-
rael? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in 
my father’s house” (Jud. 6:15). Gideon was saying, “You can’t get 
any smaller than I am.” Gideon was telling the truth. He was a cow-
ard and frightened to death. Israel was at war and badly outnum-
bered. Saul had no reason to be afraid. Israel was not at war. He had 
been out looking for his father’s longeared donkeys that had already 
been found. His mission was accomplished. The point is that there 
was nothing to prompt a speech like he gave. I personally feel that 
his was a false humility. I think Saul felt very much like he was the 
one who could be king.

McGee, J. V. 1991. Vol. 12: Thru the Bible com-
mentary: History of Israel (1 and 2 Samuel). Based 
on the Thru the Bible radio program. (electronic 
ed.). Thru the Bible commentary . Thomas Nelson: 
Nashville

1 Samuel 10 Notes
Saul could not understand how a man like him could lead the nation 
of Israel, so God gave him a series of “signs” to assure him for his 
new responsibilities.
A leader must trust God to solve problems (vv. 1–2), to provide 
needs (vv. 3–4), and to give the power needed for service (vv. 5–7). 
He must know how to hear God’s Word and wait obediently on the 
Lord (v. 8). Saul began his ministry in the strength of these assur-
ances, but as time went on, he trusted more and more in himself and 
rebelled against God’s Word.
His modesty in saying nothing about the kingdom (v. 16) and his 
self-control in not answering his critics (v. 27) are commendable, 
but what about his hiding on coronation day? Was he genuinely 
humble, or was he unwilling to take responsibility? This much is 
sure: he did a great deal of “hiding” in the years of his leadership, 
but God found him out. As the book of Proverbs warns, “He who 
covers his sins will not prosper” (28:13).

Wiersbe, W. W. 1997, c1991. With the word Bible 
commentary . Thomas Nelson: NashvilleWord 
Study
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Word Focus
king

(Heb. melek) (10:24; Deut. 17:14) Strong's 4428: The term king 
may describe a petty ruler of a small city (Josh. 10:3) or a monarch 
of a vast empire (Esth. 1:1). An ancient king's jurisdiction included 
the military (8:20), the economy (1 Kin. 10:26), international diplo-
macy (1 Kin. 5:1), and the legal system (2 Sam. 8:15). He also 
functioned as a spiritual leader (2 Kin. 23:1), although Israel's kings 
were prohibited from some priestly functions (13:9). The Bible pre-
sents David as an example of the righteous king who set his heart 
on faithfully serving God (Acts 13:22). God's promise to give 
David an everlasting kingdom (2 Sam. 7:16) has been fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ, whose human ancestry is through the royal family of 
David (Luke 2:4).

MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary.
Note v.9 = “So it was, when he had turned his back to go from 
Samuel, that God game him another heart; and all those signs came 
to pass that day.”  The Lord confirmed every sign that the prophet 
Samuel had laid before Saul in order to confirm that Saul’s anoint-
ing was genuine.
Note v.19 = “But you have rejected your God…”
Note v.22 = “There he is, hidden among the equipment.”

1 Samuel 11 Notes
Note v.1 = “Make a covenant with us, and we will serve you.”
Note v.6 = “Then the Spirit of God came upon him when he heard 
this news, and his anger was greatly aroused.”
Note v.14 = “Come, let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom 
there.”

1 Samuel 12 Notes
This is Samuel’s swan song, his final speech. He was a remarkable 
man, and he was now succeeded by Saul. Although Israel’s choice 
was a king rather than God, He would still bless the people if they 
would obey. That is evident. Saul was king, and God would give 
him every opportunity.

McGee, J. V. 1991. Vol. 12: Thru the Bible com-
mentary: History of Israel (1 and 2 Samuel). Based 
on the Thru the Bible radio program. (electronic 
ed.). Thru the Bible commentary . Thomas Nelson: 
Nashville

Note v.3 = “Here I am.”
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This is quite a statement for a man to make who had been before 
the public eye for so many years, and who had been a judge. He had 
had many opportunities to become rich but had not yielded to the 
temptation. Samuel is one of the outstanding men of the Word of 
God—yet he was a failure as a father. Many public men are like 
that. Many popular Christian leaders have had children who were 
failures. It is difficult to understand, but that is the way the human 
family has been moving down through the centuries and millenni-
ums of the past.
Samuel said that if he had done any of the things he had mentioned 
to any of the people, he would restore it. It would have been easy 
for some men who had been miffed at one of Samuel’s decisions to 
step out and say, “Well, you certainly were not fair with me.” But 
nobody stepped out.

McGee, J. V. 1991. Vol. 12: Thru the Bible com-
mentary: History of Israel (1 and 2 Samuel). Based 
on the Thru the Bible radio program. (electronic 
ed.). Thru the Bible commentary . Thomas Nelson: 
Nashville
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Notes from Explore the Book
The First Book of Samuel

“This “First Book of Samuel” heads what have been called the 
three “double books” of the Old Testament—1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 
2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles.  These three double books books to-
gether form a complete section.  They record the rise and fall of the 
Israelite monarchy.”

     In the Hebrew manuscripts, 1 and 2 Samuel form but one book, 
as also do 1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 Chronicles.  Their division 
into two books each, as we now have them, originates with the so-
called Septuagint translation of the Hebrew Scriptures into Greek, 
said to have been made in the third century B.C.  In the Septuagint, 
1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings are called, respectively, the First, 
Second, Third and Fourth Books of the Kingdoms (the plural word 
“Kingdoms” meaning two kingdoms, Judah and Israel).  The Latin 
Vulgate—Jerome’s famous translation of the entire Bible into 
Latin, in the fourth century A.D.—continues the Septuagint divi-
sion of Samuel and Kings into two books each, but calls them the 
First, Second, Third and Fourth Books of the Kings (not King-
doms).  It is from this that there came the sub-titles to these four 
books in our Authorized Version.  As will have been noticed, under 
the title:  “The First Book of Samuel,” it says, “Otherwise called 
the The First Book of the Kings.”  2 Samuel and 1 and 2  Kings are 
similarly sub-titled.  In the Revised Version, however, these sub-
titles are dropped.

     The present division into 1 and 2 Samuel has been decried by 
some scholars; yet undoubtedly it has much merit.  Second Samuel
is distinctively the book of David’s forty years’ reign; and it was 
well that such an epochal reign should be marked off, and given a 
book to itself.  As for this First Book of Samuel, it equally clearly 
marks off a definite period, running from the birth of Samuel, the 
last of the Judges, to the death of Saul, the first of the Kings.  It 
covers a period of about one hundred and fifteen years.

     For sheer interest, 1 Samuel is unsurpassed.  Not only does it 
recount eventful history; it is eventful history interwoven with the 
biographies of three colourful personalities—Samuel, Saul, David : 
and it is around these three that the chapters are grouped; thus—

Chapters 1 to 7      –Samuel.
Chapters 8 to 15    –Saul.
Chapters 16 to 31  –David.
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     Of course, the three accounts overlap.  Samuel lives well on into 
the reign of Saul, and also sees David rise to prominence; while 
Saul continues his reign until David is thirty years old.  Yet it is 
none the less true that 1 Samuel is grouped as we have just indi-
cated.  In the first seven chapters Samuel is the prominent figure.  
In the next eight chapters all focuses on Saul, and Samuel is in the 
background.  In the remaining chapters, although Saul is still reign-
ing, there is no mistaking that the main attention is now on David.

Central Feature and Message
    In the case of 1 Samuel there is really no need to burden our-
selves with a detailed analysis.  Fix it well in the mind—and the 
memory will easily retain it—that 1 Samuel is the book of the tran-
sition from the theocracy to the monarchy; and the book of the 
three remarkable men—Samuel, the last of the Judges, Saul, the 
first of the Kings, and David, the greatest of the kings.

     If we remember this, we cannot easily forget the central spiritual 
message of the book.  God had called Israel into a unique relation-
ship with Himself; and God Himself was Israel’s King invisible.  
Through disobedience the people had brought chastisement upon 
themselves from time to time, but were willing to attribute much of 
this, later, to the fact that they had no human and visible king, such 
as the surrounding nations had:  and now, at length, as Samuel ages, 
and his sons prove perverse, the people make it the occasion to 
press for a human king.  The fateful choice is recorded in chapter 8 
which should be read carefully.  It was a retrograde step, dictated 
merely by seeming expediency.  It was the way of human wisdom, 
not of faith in God.  It was taking the lower level.  It was a refusing 
of God’s best, for the second best—and there is much difference 
between the two.

     The people thought it would solve their many problems, and 
make things wonderfully easier, if only they could have a human 
and visible king such as the neighbouring peoples had; but, alas, 
they were quickly to learn how self-deceived they were in thinking 
so, for new troubles were now to break upon them through the very 
king they had demanded:  and herein lies the central message of 1 
Samuel to us, namely:  Troubles increased through choosing the 
seemingly easier but lower way of human wisdom, in preference to 
God’s way—by choosing less than God’s best.
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God has His best things for the few
    Who dare to stand the test;
God has His second choice for those
    Who will not take His best.

It is not always open ill
    That risks the promised rest;
The better often is the foe
    That keeps us from the best.

And others make the highest choice, 
    But when by trials pressed,
They shrink, they yield, they shun the cross, 
    And so they lose the best.

—Baxter, J. Baxter, Explore the Book.

He Lowers to Raise
“The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich:he bringeth low, and 
lifteth up.”1 Samuel 2:7

ALL my changes come from Him who never changes. If I had 
grown rich, I should have seen His hand in it, and I should have 
praised Him; let me equally see His hand if I am made poor, and let 
me as heartily praise Him. When we go down in the world, it is of 
the Lord, and so we may take it patiently: when we rise in the 
world, it is of the Lord, and we may accept it thankfully. In any 
case, the Lord hath done it, and it is well.

It seems that Jehovah’s way is to lower those whom He means to 
raise, and to strip those whom He intends to clothe. If it is His way, 
it is the wisest and best way. If I am now enduring the bringing 
low, I may well rejoice because I see in it the preface to the lifting 
up. The more we are humbled by grace, the more we shall be ex-
alted in glory. That impoverishment which will be overruled for our 
enrichment is to be welcomed.

O Lord, thou has taken me down of late and made me feel my in-
significance and sin. It is not a pleasant experience, but I pray thee 
make it a profitable one to me. Oh, that thou wouldst thus fit me to 
bear a greater weight of delight and of usefulness; and when I am 
ready for it, then grant it to me, for Christ’s sake! Amen.

—Spurgeon, C.H., Faith’s Checkbook



23



24


