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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

  I.  David King in Hebron (2 Sam. 1-4)
    1.  Lament for Saul and Jonathan (1)
     2.  Battle between David and Abner (2)
     3.  Conflict between Joab and Abner (3)
     4.  Death of Ish-Bosheth (4)

  II. David King over Israel (2 Sam. 5-10)
 1.  The capital at Jerusalem (5)

     2.  The return of the ark (6)
     3.  The Davidic Covenant (7)
     4.  David's campaigns (8)
     5.  David's kindness (9)
     6.  David's conquests (10)

  III. David Struggles (2 Sam. 11-21)
 1.  David's adultery (11)

     2.  Nathan's rebuke (12)
     3.  Sin and murder of Amnon (13)
     4.  Absalom's estrangement from David (14)
     5.  Absalom's capture of the kingdom (15)
     6.  Absalom's solidification of power (16)
     7.  Absalom's pursuit of David (17)
     8.  Absalom's defeat and death (18)
     9.  David's return to power (19)
   10.  David's reestablishment of authority (20)
   11.  Slaughter and burial of Saul's sons (21)

  IV. David's Final Years (2 Sam. 22-24)
     1.  David's Song (22)
     2.  David's mighty men (23)
     3.  David's sin in taking the census (24)
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1. How can we tell when a desire becomes a perilous obsession to us? 
Have we ever found ourselves so absorbed in our lusts that we 
continue to pursue in them, even when we know it is sinful? Do we 
realize how others are affected by our decisions? How does the Lord 
show a way of escape? What does it take to get us to that point of 
complete submission to Him?

 2. Jonadab was described as crafty, which was akin to the serpent's 
shrewdness in Genesis 3:1. He finds a way for Amnon to do what he 
wants, whether it is right or not. How can we distinguish our true friends 
from those who may try harm us? What is your response when you see 
a friend who is making poor decisions? Are you quick to counsel them 
to seek God's will in the matter?

Study Questions
for 

2 Samuel 13
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 3. What factors were there, that even though David was very angry with 
Amnon, he did not punish him for what he had done? What other 
characters in the Bible did not punish their sons for their 
transgressions? What must we do to keep Godly values instilled in 
our future generations? How can that be accomplished?

  4. Absalom fled to live with his grandfather in Geshur. Where do we run 
when searching for a place of refuge? We know that sin isolates us. 
What circumstances have separated you from family members or 
other believers? How were those relationships reunited? How was 
God magnified through that restoration?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary

David now begins to reap the harvest of sowing to the flesh, the painful 
consequences of forgiven sin (2 Sam. 12:10; Gal. 6:7–8). Of all the trials 
of life, the most difficult to bear are those that come from our own family 
because of our failures.

So possessed was he by lust that Amnon made arrangements to sin. He 
knew that he was breaking God’s law by violating a virgin whom he could 
not wed (Deut. 22:28–29; Lev. 20:17). Lust was replaced by hatred, for 
both are born of violence, and hatred resulted in Tamar’s being ostracized 
in Israel.

David’s anger may have been restrained by his conscience, for he did 
nothing to punish Amnon. Absalom plotted, waited, and then avenged his 
sister by killing Amnon (James 1:15). David has now lost two sons to 
death and one to exile, and the situation will grow worse. The next time 
sin looks attractive to you, remember David’s trials.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Sa 13:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

The righteous God had lately told David, by Nathan the prophet, that, to 
chastise him for his son in the matter of Uriah, he would “raise up evil against 
him out of his own house,” (ch. 12:11). And here, in the very next chapter, we 
find the evil beginning to rise; henceforward he was followed with one trouble 
after another, which made the latter part of his reign less glorious and pleasant 
than the former part. Thus God chastened him with the rod of men, yet assured 
him that his “loving-kindness he would not utterly take away.” Adultery and 
murder were David’s sins, and those sins among his children (Amnon defiling 
his sister Tamar, and Absalom murdering his brother Amnon) were the 
beginnings of his punishment, and the more grievous because he had reason 
to fear that his bad example might help to bring them to these wickednesses. 
In this chapter we have, I. Amnon ravishing Tamar, assisted in his plot to do it 
by Jonadab his kinsman, and villainously executing it (v. 1–20). II. Absalom 
murdering Amnon for it (v. 21–39). Both were great griefs to David, and the 
more because he was unwittingly made accessory to both, by sending Tamar 
to Amnon and Amnon to Absalom. We have here a particular account of the 
abominable wickedness of Amnon in ravishing his sister, a subject not fit to be 
enlarged upon nor indeed to be mentioned without blushing, that ever any man 
should be so vile, especially that a son of David should be so. Amnon’s 
character, we have reason to think, was bad in other things; if he had not 
forsaken God, he would never have been given up to these vile affections. 
Godly parents have often been afflicted with wicked children; grace does not 
run in the blood, but corruption does. We do not find that David’s children 
imitated him in his devotion; but his false steps they trod in, and in those did 
much worse, and repented not. Parents know not how fatal the consequences 
may be if in any instance they give their children bad examples. Observe the 
steps of Amnon’s sin. The devil, as an unclean spirit, put it into his heart to lust 
after his sister Tamar. Beauty is a snare to many; it was so to her. She was fair, 
and therefore Amnon coveted her, v. 1. Those that are peculiarly handsome 
have no reason, on that account, to be proud, but great reason to stand upon 
their watch. Amnon’s lust was unnatural in itself, to lust after his sister, which 
even natural conscience startles at and cannot think of without horror. Such a 
spirit of contradiction there is in man’s corrupt nature that still it desires 
forbidden fruit, and the more strongly it is forbidden the more greedily it is 
desired. Can he entertain the thought of betraying that virtue and honour of 
which, as a brother, he ought to have been the protector?



The devil, as a subtle serpent, put it into his head how to compass this wicked 
design. Amnon had a friend (so he called him, but he was really an enemy to 
him), a kinsman, that had in him more of David’s blood (for he was his 
nephew) than of David’s spirit, for he was a subtle man, cunning to carry on 
any bad design, especially an intrigue of this nature, v. 3. He took notice that 
Amnon looked ill, and, being a subtle man, concluded that he was love-sick (v. 
4), and asks him, “Why art thou, being the king’s son, lean from day to day? 
Why dost thou pine, being the king’s eldest son, and heir to the crown. Being 
the king’s son,” (1.) “Thou hast the pleasures of the court to divert thee; take 
those pleasures then, and with them drive away the sorrow, whatever it is.” 
Content and comfort are not always to be found in royal palaces. With much 
more reason may we ask dejected and disconsolate saints why they, who are 
the children of the King of kings and heirs of the crown of life, are thus lean 
from day to day. (2.) “Thou hast the power of a prince to command what thou 
wantest and wishest for; use that power therefore, and gratify thyself. Pine not 
away for that which, lawful or unlawful, thou, being the king’s son, mayest 
have. The devil, as a strong tempter, deafens his ear to all the reasonings 
with which she resisted his assaults and would have persuaded him to desist. 
We may well imagine what a surprise and terror it was to the young lady to be 
thus attacked, how she blushed and how she trembled; yet, in this great 
confusion, nothing could be said more pertinently, nor with greater strength of 
argument, than what she said to him. She calls him brother, reminding him of 
the nearness of the relation, which made it unlawful for him to marry her, much 
more to debauch her. It was expressly forbidden (Lev. 18:9) under a severe 
penalty, Lev. 20:17. Great care must be taken lest the love that should be 
among relations degenerate into lust. She entreats him not to force her, which 
intimates that she would never consent to it in any degree; and what 
satisfaction could he take in offering violence? The devil, as a tormentor and 
betrayer, immediately turns his love of her into hatred (v. 15): He hated her 
with great hatred, greatly, so it is in the margin, and grew as outrageous in his 
malice as he had been in his lust. What Solomon says of the beginning of 
strife is as true of the beginning of all sin, it is as the letting forth of water; 
when once the flood-gates are plucked up, an inundation follows; one mischief 
begets another, and it is hard to say what shall be in the end thereof.



We are here told how David resented the tidings of Amnon’s sin: He was very 
wroth, v. 21. So he had reason to be, that his own son should do such a wicked 
thing and draw him to be accessory to it. It would be a reproach to him for not 
giving him a better education; it would be a blot upon his family, the ruin of his 
daughter, a bad example to his kingdom, and a wrong to his son’s soul. But was 
it enough for him to be angry? He ought to have punished his son for it, and 
have put him to open shame; both as a father and as a king he had power to do 
it. But the Septuagint here adds these words: But he saddened not the spirit of 
his son Amnon, because he loved him, because he was his first-born. He fell into 
Eli’s error, whose sons made themselves vile, and he frowned not on them. 
Absalom hated Amnon (v. 22), and he that hateth his brother is a murderer 
already, and, like Cain, is of that wicked one, 1 Jn. 3:12, 15. Absalom’s hatred of 
his brother’s crime would have been commendable, and he might justly have 
prosecuted him for it by a due course of law, for example to others, and the 
making of some compensation to his injured sister; but to hate his person, and 
design his death by assassination, was to put a great affront upon God, by 
offering to repair the breach of his seventh commandment by the violation of his 
sixth, as if they were not all alike sacred. But he that said, Do not commit 
adultery, said also, Do not kill, James 2:11. By the sly suggestions of Jonadab, 
David’s nephew, who could tell him, Amnon only is dead, and not all the king’s 
sons (v. 32, 33), and could tell him too that it was done by the appointment of 
Absalom, and designed from the day Amnon forced his sister Tamar. What a 
wicked man was he, if he knew all this or had any cause to suspect it, that he did 
not make David acquainted with it sooner, that means might be used to make up 
the quarrel, or at least that David might not throw Amnon into the mouth of 
danger by letting him go to Absalom’s house. If we do not our utmost to prevent 
mischief, we make ourselves accessory to it. If we say, Behold, we knew it not; 
doth not he that pondereth the heart consider whether we did or no? See Prov. 
24:11, 12.  At first David could not find in his heart to do justice on Amnon; now 
he can almost find in his heart to take him into his favour again. This was David’s 
infirmity. Something God saw in his heart that made a difference, else we should 
have thought that he, as much as Eli, honoured his sons more than God.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 459). Peabody: Hendrickson.


