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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

  I.  David King in Hebron (2 Sam. 1-4)
    1.  Lament for Saul and Jonathan (1)
     2.  Battle between David and Abner (2)
     3.  Conflict between Joab and Abner (3)
     4.  Death of Ish-Bosheth (4)

  II. David King over Israel (2 Sam. 5-10)
 1.  The capital at Jerusalem (5)

     2.  The return of the ark (6)
     3.  The Davidic Covenant (7)
     4.  David's campaigns (8)
     5.  David's kindness (9)
     6.  David's conquests (10)

  III. David Struggles (2 Sam. 11-21)
 1.  David's adultery (11)

     2.  Nathan's rebuke (12)
     3.  Sin and murder of Amnon (13)
     4.  Absalom's estrangement from David (14)
     5.  Absalom's capture of the kingdom (15)
     6.  Absalom's solidification of power (16)
     7.  Absalom's pursuit of David (17)
     8.  Absalom's defeat and death (18)
     9.  David's return to power (19)
   10.  David's reestablishment of authority (20)
   11.  Slaughter and burial of Saul's sons (21)

  IV. David's Final Years (2 Sam. 22-24)
     1.  David's Song (22)
     2.  David's mighty men (23)
     3.  David's sin in taking the census (24)
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1. Compare verse 1 of this chapter and verse 1 of 1 Chronicles 21. What is 
the notable difference between the two accounts? A few other passages 
that speak of Satan unwittingly fulfilling God's purposes are Zech 3:1-2, 
Matt 4:1-11, John 13:27 and 1 Tim 1:19-20. In what ways has God 
shown Himself powerful through times of discouragement in your life? 
What good purpose did you find to come out of those times? How can 
that be an encouragement to others?

 2. David was given a choice of three punishments, but he chose to let the 
Lord decide, lest he fall into the hands of man. Why did David lay the 
decision in the Lord's hands? Are we as willing to accept the discipline 
He has for us? What steps do we take to reconcile with Him?

Study Questions
for 

2 Samuel 24
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 3. In verse 17, what metaphor is David using when speaking to the Lord of 
the wrath to be brought upon to Israel? In reply, what was God's 
instruction to David? Read Genesis 22:2, 1 Chronicles 22:1 and 2 
Chronicles 3:1. Who are three people linked to this sight? What is the 
significance of the temple mount? 

 4. From our studies in 1 and 2 Samuel, what has been the biggest impact 
on you? What have we learned from David about seeking God's will in 
our life? What is the predominant message we are to take from these 
lessons? How has this study enhanced your relationship with the Lord? 
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With the Word Bible Commentary

A stubborn heart (1–9). There are sins of the spirit as well as sins of the 
flesh (2 Cor. 7:1). In his pride, David numbered the people, but he did not 
connect the census with the redemption money (Exod. 30:11–16) and 
seek to honor God. The Lord gave David nine months to change his mind, 
just long enough for the “pregnancy of sin” to give birth to death (James 
1:13–15).

A smitten heart (10–14). David’s sin was a sin of the will, so God asked 
him to make some decisions. He confessed his sin (“I have sinned 
greatly”) and was forgiven, but he still had to suffer the consequences of 
sin.

A suffering heart (15–17). David had a shepherd’s heart and longed to 
deliver his people. It is more difficult to watch those you love suffer than to 
endure it yourself.

A sacrificing heart (18–25). David did not take the easy way out. His 
repentance was sincere, and he paid the full price to prove it. Who pays 
for your sacrifices? Amazing grace! Solomon built the temple on the 
property that David purchased for his altar. Solomon was the son of 
Bathsheba. What amazing grace that God could take David’s two great 
sins and build a temple out of them! (See Rom. 5:20.)

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Sa 24:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

The last words of David, which we read in the chapter before, were admirably 
good, but in this chapter we read of some of his last works, which were none of 
the best; yet he repented, and did his first works again, and so he finished well. 
We have here, I. His sin, which was numbering the people in the pride of his 
heart (v. 1–9). II. His conviction of the sin, and repentance for it (v. 10). III. The 
judgment inflicted upon him for it (v. 11–15). IV. The staying of the judgment (v. 
16, 17). V. The erecting of an altar in token of God’s reconciliation to him and 
his people (v. 18–25). The orders which David gave to Joab to number the 
people of Israel and Judah, v. 1, 2. Two things here seem strange: 1. The 
sinfulness of this. What harm was there in it? Did not Moses twice number the 
people without any crime? Does not political arithmetic come in among the 
other policies of a prince? Should not the shepherd know the number of his 
sheep? Does not the Son of David know all his own by name? Might not he 
make good use of this calculation? What evil has he done, if he do this? 
Answer, It is certain that it was a sin, and a great sin; but where the evil of it lay 
is not so certain. Some think the fault was that he numbered those that were 
under twenty years old if they were but of stature and strength able to bear 
arms, and that this was the reason why this account was not enrolled, because 
it was illegal, 1 Chr. 27:23, 24. Others think the fault was that he did not require 
the half-shekel, which was to be paid for the service of the sanctuary whenever 
the people were numbered, as a ransom for their souls, Ex. 30:12. Still others 
think that he did it with a design to impose a tribute upon them for himself, to 
be put into his treasury, and this by way of poll, so that when he knew their 
numbers he could tell what it would amount to. But nothing of this appears, nor 
was David ever a raiser of taxes. This was the fault, that he had no orders from 
God to do it, nor was there any occasion for the doing of it. It was a needless 
trouble both to himself and to his people. Some think that it was an affront to 
the ancient promise which God made to Abraham, that his seed should be 
innumerable as the dust of the earth; it savoured of distrust of that promise, or 
a design to show that it was not fulfilled in the letter of it. He would number 
those of whom God had said that they could not be numbered. Those know not 
what they do that go about to disprove the word of God. That which was the 
worst thing in numbering the people was that David did it in the pride of his 
heart, which was Hezekiah’s sin in showing his treasures to the ambassadors.



It was a proud conceit of his own greatness in having the command of so 
numerous a people, as if their increase, which was to be ascribed purely to the 
blessing of God, had been owing to any conduct of his own. It was a proud 
confidence in his own strength. By publishing among the nations the number 
of his people, he thought to appear the more formidable, and doubted not that, 
if he should have any war, he should overpower his enemies with the multitude 
of his forces, trusting in God only. God judges not of sin as we do. What 
appears to us harmless, or at least but a small offence, may be a great sin in 
the eye of God, who sees men’s principles, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. But his judgment, we are sure, is according to truth. 
The spring from which it is here said to arise is yet more strange, v. 1. It is not 
strange that the anger of the Lord should be kindled against Israel. There was 
cause enough for it. They were unthankful for the blessings of David’s 
government, and strangely drawn in to take part with Absalom first and 
afterwards with Sheba. We have reason to think that their peace and plenty 
made them secure and sensual, and that God was therefore displeased with 
them. But that, in this displeasure, he should move David to number the 
people is very strange. We are sure that God is not the author of sin; he 
tempts no man: we are told (1 Chr. 21:1) that Satan provoked David to number 
Israel. Satan, as an enemy, suggested it for a sin, as he put it into the heart of 
Judas to betray Christ. God, as righteous Judge, permitted it, with a design, 
from this sin of David, to take an occasion to punish Israel for other sins, for 
which he might justly have punished them without this. We see David’s 
penitent reflection upon and confession of his sin in numbering the people. 
While the thing was in doing, during all those nine months, we do not find that 
David was sensible of his sin, for had he been so he would have 
countermanded the orders he had given; but, when the account was finished 
and laid before him, that very night his conscience was awakened, and he felt 
the pain of it just then when he promised himself the pleasure of it. When he 
was about to feast on the satisfaction of the number of his people, it was 
turned into the gall of asps within him; sense of the sin cast a damp upon the 
joy, v. 10. David cried to God for pardon: I beseech thee, O Lord! take away 
the iniquity of thy servant. If we confess our sins, we may pray in faith that God 
will forgive them, and take away, by pardoning mercy, that iniquity which we 
cast away by sincere repentance.



Three things are taken for granted, (1.) That David must be corrected for his 
fault. It is too great a crime, and reflects too much dishonour upon God, to go 
unpunished, even in David himself. Of the seven things that God hates, pride is 
the first, Prov. 6:17. Note, Those who truly repent of their sins, and have them 
pardoned are yet often made to smart for them in this world. (2.) The punishment 
must answer to the sin. He was proud of the judgment he must be chastised with 
for this sin must be such as will make them fewer. Note, What we make the 
matter of our pride it is just with God to take from us, or embitter to us, and, 
some way or other, to make the matter of our punishment. (3.) It must be such a 
punishment as the people must have a large share in, for God’s anger was 
kindled against Israel, v. 1. Though it was David’s sin that immediately opened 
the sluice, the sins of the people all contributed to the deluge. A command sent 
to David to erect an altar in the place where he saw the angel, v. 18. This was to 
intimate to David, 1. That, upon his repeated submission and humiliation, God 
was now thoroughly reconciled to him; for, if the Lord had been pleased to kill 
him, he would not have accepted an offering, and therefore would not have 
ordered him to build an altar. God’s encouraging us to offer to him spiritual 
sacrifices is a comfortable evidence of his reconciling us to himself. 2. That 
peace is made between God and sinners by sacrifice, and not otherwise, even 
by Christ the great propitiation, of whom all the legal sacrifices were types. It is 
for his sake that the destroying angel is told to stay his hand. 3. That when God’s 
judgments are graciously stayed we ought to acknowledge it with thankfulness to 
his praise. This altar was to be for thank-offerings. See Isa. 12:1. The building of 
the altar, and the offering of the proper sacrifices upon it (v. 25), burnt-offerings 
to the glory of God’s justice in the execution that had been done, and peace-
offerings to the glory of his mercy in the seasonable staying of the process. 
Hereupon God showed (it is supposed by fire from heaven consuming the 
sacrifices) that he was entreated for the land, and that it was in mercy that the 
plague was removed and in token of God’s being reconciled both to prince and 
people. Christ is our altar, our sacrifice; in him alone we may expect to find 
favour with God, to escape his wrath, and the sword, the flaming sword, of the 
cherubim who keep the way of the tree of life.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 479). Peabody: Hendrickson.


