
2 Samuel 5

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

  I.  David King in Hebron (2 Sam. 1-4)
    1.  Lament for Saul and Jonathan (1)
     2.  Battle between David and Abner (2)
     3.  Conflict between Joab and Abner (3)
     4.  Death of Ish-Bosheth (4)

  II. David King over Israel (2 Sam. 5-10)
 1.  The capital at Jerusalem (5)

     2.  The return of the ark (6)
     3.  The Davidic Covenant (7)
     4.  David's campaigns (8)
     5.  David's kindness (9)
     6.  David's conquests (10)

  III. David Struggles (2 Sam. 11-21)
 1.  David's adultery (11)

     2.  Nathan's rebuke (12)
     3.  Sin and murder of Amnon (13)
     4.  Absalom's estrangement from David (14)
     5.  Absalom's capture of the kingdom (15)
     6.  Absalom's solidification of power (16)
     7.  Absalom's pursuit of David (17)
     8.  Absalom's defeat and death (18)
     9.  David's return to power (19)
   10.  David's reestablishment of authority (20)
   11.  Slaughter and burial of Saul's sons (21)

  IV. David's Final Years (2 Sam. 22-24)
     1.  David's Song (22)
     2.  David's mighty men (23)
     3.  David's sin in taking the census (24)
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Study Questions
for 

2 Samuel 5

1.  What significance did the covenant that King David made with Israel 
have? What did the tribes of Israel mean when they said they were 
all his own flesh and blood? In what way does that relate to the 
covenant Jesus Christ made with His people (the church)? 

 2.  In verse 12, David was aware that his reign over Israel was not for his    
own personal benefit, but for the sake of God's people. Has the Lord 
ever exalted you so that you can be a blessing to others? How was 
His honor shown through this? How was that blessing displayed?
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  3. David only goes into battle if God gives him the command. How does 
this reflect the character of Jesus? Do we follow the example 
portrayed in both David and Jesus? How does this affect the 
outcome of conflicts we are facing? How is the Lord's glory shown to 
others by our obedience?

 

  4. The sound of marching feet in the tops of the trees was David's sign 
that the Lord was moving ahead of him. What are the signs God 
gives you that He is going ahead of you? How do you respond to 
these signs? How was God's protection evident in this situation?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

When God’s king ruled over His people, there was unity instead of 
division and civil war. All Israel submitted to God and to David, and there 
was peace among the brethren.

We should submit to Jesus Christ, the Son of David, for many reasons. 
He is God’s Chosen One (v. 2), and we are “members of His body, of His 
flesh and of His bones” (Eph. 5:30). He is God’s Anointed (the name 
Christ means “anointed one”), and He alone has the right to reign. He has 
proved Himself in battle and won the victory over our enemies.

As long as believers submit to someone other than the Lord Jesus Christ, 
division and dissension will exist among God’s people. Unity comes not 
because we have a common enemy but because we obey a common 
King. (See 1 Cor. 1:10–31.)

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Sa 5:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

How far Abner’s deserting the house of Saul, his murder, and the murder of 
Ish-bosheth, might contribute to the perfecting of the revolution, and the 
establishing of David as king over all Israel, does not appear; but, it should 
seem, that happy change followed presently thereupon, which in this 
chapter we have an account of. Here is, I. David anointed king by all the 
tribes (v. 1–5). II. Making himself master of the strong-hold of Zion (v. 6–
10). III. Building himself a house and strengthening himself in his kingdom 
(v. 11, 12). IV. His children that were born after this (v. 13–16). V. His 
victories over the Philistines (v. 17–25). The humble address of all the tribes 
to David, beseeching him to take upon him the government (for they were 
now as sheep having no shepherd), and owning him for their king. Though 
David might by no means approve the murder of Ish-bosheth, yet he might 
improve the advantages he gained thereby, and accept the applications 
made to him thereupon. Judah had submitted to David as their king above 
seven years ago, and their ease and happiness, under his administration, 
encouraged the rest of the tribes to make their court to him. What numbers 
came from each tribe, with what zeal and sincerity they came, and how 
they were entertained for three days at Hebron, when they were all of one 
heart to make David king, we have a full account, 1 Chr. 12:23–40. Here we 
have only the heads of their address, containing the grounds they went 
upon in making David king. Their relation to him was some inducement: 
“We are thy bone and thy flesh (v. 1), not only thou art our bone and our 
flesh, not a stranger, unqualified by the law to be king (Deu. 17:15), but we 
are thine,’ ’ that is, “we know that thou considerest us as thy bone and thy 
flesh, and hast as tender a concern for us as a man has for his own body, 
which Saul and his house had not. We are thy bone and thy flesh, and 
therefore thou wilt be as glad as we shall be to put an end to this long civil 
war; and thou wilt take pity on us, protect us, and do thy utmost for our 
welfare.’ ’ Those who take Christ for their king may thus plead with him: 
“We are thy bone and thy flesh, thou hast made thyself in all things like unto 
thy brethren (Heb. 2:17); therefore be thou our ruler, and let this ruin be 
under thy hand,’ ’ Isa. 3:6.



He was thirty years old when he began to reign, upon the death of Saul, 
v. 4. At that age the Levites were at first appointed to begin their 
administration, Num. 4:3. About that age the Son of David entered upon 
his public ministry, Lu. 3:23. Then men come to their full maturity of 
strength and judgment. He reigned, in all, forty years and six months, of 
which seven years and a half in Hebron and thirty-three years in 
Jerusalem, v. 5. Hebron had been famous, Jos. 14:15. It was a priest’s 
city. But Jerusalem was to be more so, and to be the holy city. Great 
kings affected to raise cities of their own, Gen. 10:11, 36:32–35. David 
did so, and Jerusalem was the city of David. It is a name famous to the 
end of the Bible (Rev. 21), where we read of a new Jerusalem. The 
children of Judah had taken it (Jdg. 1:8), but the children of Benjamin 
suffered the Jebusites to dwell among them (Jdg. 1:21), and they grew 
so upon them that it became a city of Jebusites, Jdg. 19:11. Now the 
very first exploit David did, after he was anointed king over all Israel, 
was to gain Jerusalem out of the hand of the Jebusites, which, because 
it belonged to Benjamin, he could not well attempt till that tribe, which 
long adhered to Saul’s house (1 Chr. 12:29), submitted to him. The 
Jebusites’ defiance of David and his forces. They said, Except thou take 
away the blind and the lame, thou shalt not come in hither, v. 6. They 
sent David this provoking message, because, as it is said afterwards, 
on another occasion, they could not believe that ever an enemy would 
enter into the gates of Jerusalem, Lam. 4:12. In the protection of their 
gods, which David, in contempt, had called the blind and the lame, for 
they have eyes and see not, feet and walk not. “But,’ ’ say they, “these 
are the guardians of our city, and except thou take these away (which 
thou canst never do) thou canst not come in hither.’ ’ David’s success 
against the Jebusites. Their pride and insolence, instead of daunting 
him, animated him, and when he made a general assault he gave this 
order to his men: “He that smiteth the Jebusites, let him also throw 
down into the ditch, or gutter, the lame and the blind, which are set 
upon the wall to affront us and our God.’ ’ 



David’s house built, a royal palace, fit for the reception of the court he kept 
and the homage that was paid to him, v. 11. The Jews were husbandmen and 
shepherds, and did not much addict themselves either to merchandise or 
manufactures; and therefore Hiram, king of Tyre, a wealthy prince, when he 
sent to congratulate David on his accession to the throne, offered him 
workmen to build him a house. David thankfully accepted the offer, and 
Hiram’s workmen built David a house to his mind. Many have excelled in arts 
and sciences who were strangers to the covenants of promise. His kingdom 
was established, there was nothing to shake it, none to disturb his 
possession or question his title. He that made him king established him, 
because he was to be a type of Christ, with whom God’s hand should be 
established, and his covenant stand fast, Ps. 89:21–28. Saul was made king, 
but not established; so Adam in innocency. David was established king, so is 
the Son of David, with all who through him are made to our God kings and 
priests. The particular service for which David was raised up was to save 
Israel out of the hand of the Philistines, ch.3:18. This therefore divine 
Providence, in the first place, gives him an opportunity of accomplishing.  The 
Philistines were the aggressors, stirred first towards their own destruction, 
and pulled it on their own heads. they came up to seek David (v. 17), 
because they heard that he was anointed king over Israel. He that under Saul 
had slain his ten thousands, what would he do when he himself came to be 
king! They therefore thought it was time to look about them, and try to crush 
his government in its infancy, before it was well settled. When the kingdom of 
the Messiah was to be set up, the apostles that were to beat down the devil’s 
kingdom must not attempt any thing till they received the promise of the 
Spirit, who came with a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind (Acts 
2:2), which was typified by this sound of the going on the tops of the mulberry 
trees; and, when they heard that, they must bestir themselves, and did so; 
they went forth conquering and to conquer.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
complete and unabridged in one volume (2 Sa 5:17–25). Peabody: 

Hendrickson.


