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2nd Samuel—
Second Samuel emphasizes that all sin, whether in king 
or commoner, whether in high or low, whether in godly 
or the godless, certainly brings its bitter fruitage.  Sin is 
the destroyer of prosperity.  However full and fair the 
tree may look, if rot is eating its way within the trunk, 
the tree will surely break and fall, or else become a 
leafless skeleton.  There is no sinning without suffering.  

—J.Baxter Sidlow, Explore The Book.
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Thursday, October 26, 2006

Passage for today: 2 Samuel 122 Samuel 122 Samuel 12Th
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Questions to Ponder
1. This chapter marks the beginning of David’s troubles as king of Israel.  

David had sinned and now we see the Lord intervene.  How did the 
Lord rebuke David?  What was David’s response to the Lord’s rebuke?  
What were to be the consequences of David’s sin?  What 
consequences do we see fulfilled here in this chapter?  Why do you 
think the Lord gave Israel victory over Rabbah?

2.Take a moment to read and ponder Psalm 51.  What does this Psalm 
reveal to us of David’s heart concerning the sin he had committed? 
What does this Psalm teach us about true repentance?

3.Today, as Christians, we are called to confess our sins.  We are also 
called as a body to exhort and correct sin that we see in the body as the 
Lord leads (Matthew 18:15-20).  Have you ever been approached 
about sin that another was witnessing in your life?  Explain.  How did 
you respond?  On the contrary, have you ever been in Nathan’s 
position and had to approach another about sin?  Explain.  What fears 
did you have about approaching them?  Why do you think people 
neglect to approach others who are involved in deadly sin?  What 
things might keep you from doing this?

4.From this passage, what can we learn about the damaging effects of 
sin?  How might the consequences we see David deal with in this 
chapter influence you next time you are presented with the opportunity 
and/or desire to sin?  Explain.
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Friday, October 27, 2006

Passage for today: 2 Samuel 132 Samuel 132 Samuel 13---141414Fr
id

a
y

Questions to Ponder
1.In 2 Samuel 12:10, the Lord says to David, “Now therefore, the sword 

shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me.”  
How do we see the Lord’s words fulfilled here in chapters 13 and 14?  
What various sins do we see committed in this section?  Who do these 
sins affect?  How does David deal with the sins of his sons?  How 
might these sins be a result of David’s sin that was addressed in 
chapter 12?

2.Take a moment to read Deuteronomy 22:28-29 and Leviticus 20:17.  
What was the penalty supposed to be for Amnon’s sin according to the 
Mosaic Law?  Why do you think David did not discipline Amnon?  Do 
you think that Absalom took care of Amnon’s sin correctly?  Explain.  
What do these chapters reveal to us about David’s sons?  What do they 
reveal to us about David as a father?

3.In David’s dealings with both of his sons, we do not see him require 
either of his sons to repent, and yet he allows both to live, can you 
think of why this might be so?  In your own life, how does your sin 
influence your dealings with others who are in sin?  Have you ever 
neglected to address someone else’s sin because of your own?  What 
were the results? Explain.

4.As Christians, the Lord calls us to forgive as we have been forgiven.  
Is this truly what David did with his sons?  Explain.  In order for true 
reconciliation to take place in any of our relationships, the sin that has 
caused separation in the relationship must be dealt with squarely by 
both parties.  How might this apply to your relationships today?
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Saturday, October 28, 2006

Passage for today: 2 Samuel 152 Samuel 152 Samuel 15Sa
tu
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Questions to Ponder
1.In 2 Samuel 12:11, the Lord tells David, “Behold, I will raise up 

adversity against you from your own house…”  How do we see this 
taking place here in chapter 15?   Take a moment to list the actions of 
Absalom in this chapter.  What do these actions reveal to us about the 
character of Absalom?  Absalom’s name ironically means “the peace 
of his father.”  How do we see the opposite of this being true in this 
chapter?  Quickly list the various details of David’s escape.  Who does 
he encounter along in the process of fleeing?   How does he interact 
with each of these people?  What does his escape show us about the 
character of David at this time?

2.In your opinion, what caused Absalom to conspire against his father?   
It is sad to note, but today this happens in many homes, businesses and 
churches.  Can you think of an example of this that you have seen?  
Can you think of an example of this type of behavior in your own life?  
Explain.

3.What seems to be the driving force behind people who scheme and 
manipulate others in effort to take over desired positions of authority?  
What circumstances or situations in your life seem bring out these sort 
of forces waging war against God’s Spirit inside of you?  Explain.



5

Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Sunday, October 29, 2006

Passage for today: 2 Samuel 162 Samuel 162 Samuel 16---171717Su
n
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Questions to Ponder
1.In this section, we find David still on the run.  To begin your study, list 

the various people that David encounters as he continues his flight 
from Jerusalem.  How does he treat these people?  How do they treat 
him?  What do these encounters tell us about King David?  On the 
contrary, Absalom is found moving into Jerusalem with full intent to 
take over the kingship.  He ends up with two counselors.  Take a 
moment to describe Absalom’s interactions with both.  How do we see 
the Lord’s hand move in Absalom’s choice of whose counsel to take?

2.Take a few minutes to read and ponder Psalm 3.  What does this Psalm 
reveal to us about the heart of David during this time of fleeing from 
Absalom?  What does this Psalm reveal to us about the character of the 
Lord?

3.Have you ever been in a situation similar to David’s when you might 
have felt like saying, “Lord how they increase who trouble me! Many 
are they who rise up against me.  Many are they who say of me, ‘There 
is no help for him in God.’” What happened?  How did you respond?  
Obviously, this was a very difficult time for David and yet he kept his 
hope fixed in the Lord.  How does that encourage you today?

4.During this time in David’s life, he wrote that Salvation belongs to the 
Lord.  How might that apply to you today?
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Monday, October 30, 2006

Passage for today: 2 Samuel 182 Samuel 182 Samuel 18m
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Questions to Ponder
1.In this chapter, we find the height of the consequences of David’s sin 

in that Absalom dies.  In the details of Absalom’s death and in David’s 
response to his death, many things are revealed.  Take some time to list 
the details of Absalom’s death and also describe David’s response to 
his death.  What do the details of these events reveal to us about 
Absalom?  About David? About Joab?

2.It is worthy to note once again that David’s mourning for Absalom is 
the wrong response for a couple of reasons.  Think back through the 
chapters we have gone through concerning Absalom.  Had David been 
just in his dealings with Absalom?  Explain.  How do you think that 
his past sins might have influenced the response we see of David to 
Absalom’s death?

3.David had never fully dealt with Absalom’s sin.  And because of his 
neglect in dealing with Absalom, he lived a life of distress.  Might 
there be a person in your life who is causing you distress because of 
sin that has yet to be dealt with?  What can you learn from David’s life 
here concerning fully and quickly dealing with sin?

4.Take a moment to read and ponder Proverbs 16:18 and Job 20:1-7.  
How might these passages be applied to what we read about here in 
chapter 18?

5.Absalom certainly fell due to a rebellious and proud heart.  In your 
life, how does the boastful pride of life work to steal what the Lord 
seeks to do in you?
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Tuesday, October 31,, 2006

Passage for today: 2 Samuel 192 Samuel 192 Samuel 19---212121Tu
es
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y

Questions to Ponder
1. This section brings us into a new section of David’s reign in which he 

moves from troubles within his family to troubles within the nation of 
Israel.  Chapter 19 records for us David’s return to Jerusalem; chapter 
20 gives us the account of Sheba’s rebellion against David; and 
chapter 21 tells the story of David’s repayment to the Gibeonites for 
Saul’s oppression toward them.  One person to take note of in this 
section is Joab.  What things do we see Joab do in this section?  David 
always seemed to struggle with Joab’s ways of handling things. Yet, in 
many ways, Joab was greatly needed in David’s life and ministry.  
Why do you think that is?  What lessons can we learn from Joab?

2.What did Saul do wrong that effected Israel in Chapter 21?  What 
lessons can we learn from this account? 
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Tuesday, November 1, 2006

Passage for today: 2 Samuel 222 Samuel 222 Samuel 22---242424

Questions to Ponder
1.From David’s last words, what things jump out at you as being 

important for you today?  What was the condition of David’s heart in 
his closing years?

2.Acts 13:22 records Paul as saying, “He raised up for them David as 
king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David 
the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’”  
As you have finished the story of David recorded in 1 and 2 Samuel, 
what things do you most remember about his life?  How would you 
say that the verse quoted above rightly describe King David?

3.What characteristics have you seen of David that you long to see in 
yourself?  What things about David can you remember that might 
serve as important reminders or warnings concerning things to beware 
of?

4.Today, would you say that you could be described as a person who is 
after God’s own heart?  Explain.
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THE SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEL

THE BOOK OF DAVID’S REIGN

 SECOND Samuel is distinctively the book of David’s reign.  It opens 
with David’s accession over Judah, immediately after Saul’s death, and 
closes just before David’s death,, when his is “old and stricken in years.”  
The book therefore covers a period of some forty years; for that was the 
duration of David’s reign.  Chapter 5:4 and 5, says:  “David was thirty 
years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.  In Hebron 
he reigned over thirty and three years over all Israel and Judah.”  It will 
be helpful, then, if we always remember Second Samuel by this—that it 
is the book of David’s forty years’ reign.

Composite Authorship
     The authorship of Second Samuel is far from certain, though the 
likeliest indications still favour the older view that while Samuel himself 
is responsible for the first twenty-four chapters of the first of these two 
books which bear his name, the remaining chapters, to the end of Second 
Samuel, are the work of the two prophets, Nathan and Gad.  See 1 
Chronicles 29:29-30.

    As already mentioned, 1 and 2 Samuel were originally one book, 
the present division being handed down from the Septuagint.  Despite 
those who complain that the separation of the one book into two is 
“without reason or necessity,” there is this definite advantage, that it 
marks off the epochal reign of David, and presents it as a subject of out-
standing prominence, deserving out special study.  As David was the real 
founder of the monarchy, the reorganizer of Israel’s religious worship, 
the pre-eminent hero, ruler, and poet of his people, and as his dynasty 
continued on the throne of Judah right up to the Captivity, and as the 
promised Messiah was to come of the Davidic line, it is not surprising 
that so much prominence should be given to him.

The Tragic Divide
    This second book of Samuel as Matthew Henry is quick to ob-
serve, falls into two main parts.  Alas, there is no mistaking it.  David’s 
great sin, recorded in chapter 11, marks the sad divide, right in the middle 
of the book and right in the middle of David’s forty years’ reign, for it 
falls about the end of the first twenty years.  Up to this point all goes tri-
umphantly for David; but after this there were ugly knots and tangles, 
grievous blows and tragic trials.  In the first part, we sing David’s tri-
umphs.  In the second part, we mourn David’s troubles.

      Mark it well that the Second Book of Samuel is cut exactly in 
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half, with twelve chapters in each part.  Chapters 11 and 12, which re-
cord David’s sin and repentance, must be included in the first part, as 
rightly belonging there.  It was through the very prosperity which had 
come to him by his widespread conquests that David had become ex-
posed to the temptation of unguardedness and indulgence.  At the end of 
that twelfth chapter there is the account of the conquest of Rabbah, the 
royal city of Ammon.  That marks the end of any such recorded triumphs 
in this book.  Here, then, is the outlay of the book:

THE SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEL

 THE BOOK OF DAVID’S FORTY YEARS REIGN

TRIUMPHS TURNED TO TROUBLES THROUGH SIN

I. DAVID’S TRIUMPHS (1-12).
1-4—KING OVER JUDAH ONLY, AT HEBRON

(Civil War Period—7 years).
5-12—KING OF ALL ISRAEL AT JERUSALEM

(Conquest Period—13 years).

II. DAVID’S TROUBLES (13-24).
13-18—DAVID’S TROUBLES IN HIS FAMILY

(Amnon Sin to Absolom Revolt).
19-24—DAVID’S TROUBLES IN THE NATION

(Sheba Revolt to Pestilence).

Central Spiritual Message
     The central spiritual message of this book, therefore, stands out 
clearly, namely:  TRIUMPHS TURNED TO TROUBLES THROUGH 
SIN.    Or we may put it that in the two parts of the book, respectively, 
we have triumph through faith, and trouble through sin.  Second Samuel 
emphasizes that all sin, whether in king or commoner, whether in high or 
low, whether in godly or the godless, certainly brings its bitter fruitage.  
Sin is the destroyer of prosperity.  However full and fair the tree may 
look, if rot is eating its way within the trunk, the tree will surely break 
and fall, or else become a leafless skeleton.  There is no sinning without 
suffering. Especially is all this true about the lust of the eye, and sexual 
sin, which was the point of David’s breakdown. We should flee it as we 
would a viper. See, too, how David’s sin led on to the even greater sin of 
murder. More often than not, one sin leads on to another of a worse kind. 
Let us, like Job, “make a covenant with our eyes” not to look on that 
which is seductive, lest, weaker than we suppose ourselves to be, we 
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should give away to sin, and thereby heap sharp thorns into our bosom.

Key Facts to Note
There is no need for us to accompany the student chapter by chap-

ter through this second book of Samuel; but we would call attention to 
certain key facts and events which should be carefully noted.

David at Hebron
David reigned at Hebron for seven years and six months, over 

Judah only, because the other tribes would not accept him as Saul’s suc-
cessor. At the instigation of Abner, captain of Saul’s army, Ishbosheth, a 
son of the deceased Saul, was proclaimed king, in opposition to David; 
and to Ishbosheth the tribes other than Judah gathered- a fact undoubtly 
due to pressure of the said Abner, who was a leader of much influence 
and renown.

Yet this repudiation of David was a grave wrong, and Israel was 
seriously at fault. Hereditary succession to the throne was not a principle 
in the constitution of the Hebrew monarchy; and even had it been so, 
saul’s true heir was Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan- and Jonathan had 
renounced all claims for himself and his house, in favour of David.

But the guilt of Abner and Israel is the greatest because in their 
hearts they knew well enough that David was Jehovah’s appointed suc-
cessor to sual. Hear Abner’s words as he quarrels with Ishbosheth- “so do 
God to Abner, and more also, except as the Lord hath sworn to David, 
even so I do to him; to translate the kingdom from the house of Saul, and 
to set up the  throne of David over Israel and over Judah, from Dan even 
to Beersheba” (iii. 9, IO). A little later Abner says to the elders of the 
tribes: Ye sought for David in times past to be king over you. Now then, 
do it; for the Lord hath spoken of David, saying: by the hand of my ser-
vant David I will save my people out of the hand of the Philistines and 
out of the hand of all their enemies” (iii. 17, 18).  a little later still, the 
tribes acknowledge to David: “The Lord said unto thee: thou shalt feed 
My people Israel and thou shalt be captain over Israel” (v.2). Abner and 
Israel’s leaders thus stand convicted by their own words.

Do we ask why Abner and Israel refused David at first? One rea-
son may have been a jealous fear in Abner’s mind that he could not hope 
to retain his position of supreme leadership under such a king as David, 
who already had his own “mighty men” of renown around him.

But there may have been another reason for Israel’s refusal, 
namely, that the tribes had felt their faith in David shaken because oh his 
recent sojourn among Israel’s chief enemies, the Philistines, to escape 
Saul.
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 David’s behavior in the delicate situation created by Israel’s re-
fusal is commendable. He did not try to force himself to the throne by his 
armed power. He did not try to force himself to the throne by his armed 
power. He knew that he had been appointed of God to the throne; and his 
experience of God during the discipline of the preceding few years had 
taught him to bide God’s time. Nor did God fail him. David would not 
act without Divine guidance (2:1). the people of Israel could not but see, 
with self-rebuked, the contrast between the feeble character of 
Ishbosheth and the brilliant qualities of David, with his firm and benefi-
cent government, the success which crowned all hid projects, his victo-
ries in any clashes between Israel and Judah (2:12-32), and the attach-
ment of his people to him.

 Chapter 5 is of outstanding importance. David is here, at last, 
acclaimed king of all Israel, and he transfers the seat of his government 
to Jerusalem. The words of Israel’s leaders as they offer David the king-
ship are both touching and arresting. “Then saying: Behold we are thy 
bone and thy flesh. Also in time past, when Saul was king over us, thou 
wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and the Lord said to 
thee: thou shalt feed My people Israel, and thou shalt be captain over Is-
rael.” Thus we see that the acknowledgement of David’s right to the 
kingship rested on a threefold basis:

His human kinship- “We are thy bone and thy flesh.”
His proven merit- “Thou leddest out and broughtest in Israel.”
His Divine warrant-“The Lord said unto thee: Thou shalt be captain 
over Israel.”

Is not this a sermon in itself, speaking of Christ’s right of king-
ship over our lives? He is our kinsmen- “bone of our bone and flesh of 
our flesh.” He is our savior of proven merit, who espoused our cause and 
fought our foe, and brought us deliverance from the guilt and tyranny of 
sin. And He is king by Divine warrant, the prince and Lord of His peo-
ple, the One to whom is committed all administrative authority in heaven 
and on earth. “The government shall be upon His shoulders.” Can we 
each say: “The government of my life is upon His shoulders”?

The New Centre.   
Upon becoming king of a united Israel, David transferred the seat 

of his government to Jerusalem. Hebron, although a quite suitable capital 
while David’s kingdom was confined to Judah, was too far south to be-
come a metropolis for a kingdom uniting all the tribes. Jerusalem itself 
was about as southerly as an Israelite capital city dare be; and perhaps 
David’s choice to it was partly dictated by a reluctance on his part to re-
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move too far north from the tribe on which he could most surely rely, that 
is, the tribe of Judah, of which tribe David himself was a member.

Jerusalem at that time was called Jebus (I Chron. Xi. 4). It was a 
naturally strong position, which fact was also in David’s mind, no doubt, 
when he chose to settle there. It was called Jebus after the Jebusites who 
still retained possession of it, or at least of that upper and fortified part of 
it which we know as Mount Zion. Probably in the lower part of Jebus, 
that is, in the town as distinguished from the citadel, Jebusites and Ben-
jamites lived intermingled.
4

The Jebusites defied David to make Mount Zion. This fortress 
was so formidable and had so long been retained by the Jebusites, that it 
was regarded as impregnable. The Jebusites garrison derisively chal-
lenged David- “Except thou take away the blind and lame, thou shalt not 
come in hither.” It is added that they spake thus thinking: “David cannot 
come in hither.” But David took the citadel. We are told that he said: 
“Whosoever getteth up to the gutter, and smiteth the Jebusites, and the 
lame and the blind that are hated of David’s soul, he shall be chief, and 
captain.” And to this it is added that the Jebusites therefore said: “The 
blind and the lame shall not come into the house.” And who were these 
lame and blind who were hated of David’s soul? They were not lame and 
blind persons, for David had no such hate of the lame and blind as such. 
He was far too generous-hearted for that. Besides, what a strange thing it 
would be to have had a fortress garrisoned by cripples and blind people! 
The blind and the lame here mentioned were the Jebusites gods. The 
meaning of the Jebusites in their challenge that David should not enter 
Zion unless he took away their gods was that David would never be able 
to take away their gods, and therefore he would never enter Zion. Proba-
bly the Jebusites brought out their gods-their idols of brass- and placed 
them on the fortress walls, which would explain their saying: “they shall 
not come into the house.”

It was Joab who cleaved a way into the fortress, as I Chronicles 
xi. 6 tells us. Thenceforward Zion became “The City if David.” Thus Je-
rusalem became the center-city of Israel, and entered upon that historic 
career which has made it the most sacred and wonderful city of the 
world, a city, moreover, with a future even more wonderful than all its 
glorious and tragic past!                

--Sidlow, J. Baxter.  Explore The Book.
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2 SAMUEL: THE STORY OF DAVID
By Ray C. Stedman

 Second Samuel is really a continuation of 1 Samuel (in the He-
brew Bible they are not divided and this is the first book of Kings) and it 
all centers on one man -- David. The book falls into four simple divi-
sions. Chapters 1 through 5 trace the road to dominion. David began his 
reign as king only over the tribe of Judah and it was not until seven years 
later that he was crowned king over all twelve tribes of Judah and Israel. 
The section in chapters 6 through 10 highlights worship and victory --
these two things also go together in the Christian life. Then in chapters 
11 through 20 is the record of David's failure and God's forgiveness, and 
their results in his life. The closing section comprises an appendix which 
sets forth some important lessons learned by King David in the course of 
his reign. 

 There are two ways of looking at the life of David. You may 
look at him as a picture of Jesus Christ -- and it is perfectly proper to do 
so; the Lord Jesus himself used this analogy. David was not only the 
forerunner and ancestor according to the flesh of the Lord Jesus, but in 
his reign he was also a picture of Jesus Christ in the millennium. David 
went through a time when he was rejected, persecuted, hounded and har-
assed. But in the time of his exile he gathered men around him who be-
came his leaders, his commanders and his generals when he did become 
king over the land. Thus David was a picture of Christ in his present re-
jection, forsaken by the world, gathering in secret those who will be his 
commanders, generals, and captains when he comes to reign in power 
and glory over the earth. Christ will come to establish his kingdom, to 
rule and to reign in righteousness as the scripture says, and David is a 
picture of that, too. As God develops this and brings it to pass we can 
also see in the present world scene that God is bringing Christ to his 
throne at last, where he shall reign in righteousness. 

 David is not only a picture of Christ, but he is also a picture of 
each individual believer. It is only as we read from that point of view 
that the book comes alive and glows with truth for us. If you look at 
these Old Testament books as if they were mirrors, you will always find 
yourself there. Psychologists tell us that in our dreams we are always 
present no matter what the dream is about; we are the central object. You 
may take the form of a donkey or a cow or some other object, but what-
ever you dream about, you are always in the center of your dreams. The 
amazing thing about scripture is that you are always in the center of that 
too. "These things were written," Paul says, "for our instruction" (1 Cor. 
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10:11), that we might understand ourselves as we see events worked out 
in the lives of these characters in the pages of scripture. 

 The story of David is a picture for us of what happens in a Chris-
tian's life as he gives it to God -- a place of dominion and reign. Every 
Christian is offered a kingdom, just as David was offered a kingdom. 
That kingdom is the kingdom of your own life and it is exactly like the 
kingdom of Israel. There are enemies threatening it from outside. There 
are enemies threatening from within to undermine it. The kings of Israel 
were never able to get rid of the Philistines, the Ammonites, the Je-
busites, the Perizzites and all the other "-ites" of that day. They form a 
picture for us of those internal enemies that threaten to undermine and 
overthrow the dominion that God intends us to have as we learn to reign 
in life by Jesus Christ. What are those enemies for you? Well, you don't 
call them Jebusites and Perizzites. You call them jealousy, envy, lust, bit-
terness, resentment, worry, anxiety and all the other ites, isms, chasms, 
and spasms that afflict us in our daily walk. 

 As we see David being brought by God to the place of reigning 
over his kingdom, we will see how the Holy Spirit is working in our lives 
to bring us to the place of reigning in life by Christ Jesus. What an accu-
rate picture this is! David is called in the Old Testament "the man after 
God's own heart" (1 Sam. 13:14), just as King Saul, the first king of Is-
rael might be labeled "the king like the nations around. " Saul, portrayed 
in 1 Samuel, represents the man of the flesh, the man who tries in his own 
right to please God by his good intentioned, highly sincere efforts to be 
religious. Yet everything falls apart. It never works. The Christian life is 
not just a shabby imitation of the life of Jesus Christ. It must be the real 
thing. It must be Christ himself living his life in you. As Saul is the pic-
ture of the flesh and its attempt to imitate, David is the picture of the man 
after God's own heart -- a believer in whom the spirit of God dwells and 
who is open to the instruction of the Spirit, who is taught to walk in the 
Holy Spirit. 

 The first section opens with the death of Saul, the man of the 
flesh. When Saul died, David was free to be king over the land. In our 
lives this is the picture of the time when we come at last to the full truth 
of the cross and what the cross means to us. It is the cross of Jesus Christ 
that puts the old man to death and brings to an end the reign of the flesh 
pictured here by King Saul. When at last it breaks upon our astonished 
intellect that God really means it when he says that he has utterly sepa-
rated us from the life of Adam and linked us to the life of Jesus Christ --
the old man has been crucified with Christ, has been nailed to a cross, has 
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no longer any right to live -- then we are standing right in the same place 
as David was in the book of 2 Samuel and we are free to reign. King 
Saul is dead. 

 At first David was king only over his own tribe, Judah. For 
seven years he dwelt in the city of Hebron. But while he was king only 
over Judah, there was a fierce struggle going on between the rights of 
David and the house of Saul. In other words, the flesh dies hard. It does-
n't give up its reign easily. There is a fierce battle. At last we are told that 
David comes to the place where he is acknowledged king over all twelve 
tribes. He is free now to assume his God -- given royal prerogatives over 
the whole of the land. 

 Chapter six begins the second movement in this book. Here are 
the results in David's life when he comes to his full authority within the 
kingdom. His first concern is to bring back the ark of God. In 1 Samuel 
we read that the ark had been captured by the Philistine tribes. They had 
taken it and tried to set it up in their temple. But when the ark of God 
stood opposite the staring-eyed, ugly, grotesque fish god of the Philis-
tines, the fish god could not stand it. He fell flat on his face and ended up 
with a broken neck. The Philistines realized that they couldn't get away 
with trying to keep the ark of God in their own temple and they sent it to 
another city. It remained there until David became king. When he be-
came king over all twelve tribes, his first concern was to bring the ark of 
God back from the Philistines into the central life of the nation of Israel. 
What does this signify? When you first came to the realization that Jesus 
Christ had the right to be Lord over every area of your life, was it not 
your desire to put him squarely in the center of your life? That is what is 
pictured here in David's desire to bring back the ark. 

 David built a brand new ox cart and set the ark in the middle of it 
and started back with all the people singing and rejoicing around the ark. 
It was a time of enthusiastic, utterly sincere, complete dedication and 
devotion to God. But then a terrible thing happened. As the ark was go-
ing down the road, the cart hit a rut in the road. It trembled and shook so 
much that it looked as if the ark was going to fall off. A man named Uz-
zah, standing by the cart, reached out his hand to steady the ark. The mo-
ment his hand touched it, the lightning of God struck him and he fell 
dead. David was nonplused. He didn't know what to do. Of course it cast 
a pall of tragedy over the whole scene, and all the rejoicing and the mer-
rymaking was abruptly stopped. David was so sick at heart that he turned 
the ox cart aside, put the ark of God in the first house that was handy, 
and went back to Jerusalem -- bitter and resentful against the Lord for 
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doing a thing like this. 

 This was the first lesson David had to learn. It is recorded for us 
that David was very much afraid of the Lord when this happened and he 
became very bitter. But the truth was that it was David's fault that Uzzah 
had died. In the book of Leviticus there were very specific and detailed 
instructions on how to move the ark of God. Only the Levites were to do 
this. It was David's fault that the Levites had not been asked to move the 
ark. He was presumptuous enough to assume that God was so much on 
his side that he could get away with anything. He just put the ark on an 
ox cart and started to move it himself. Therefore, it was really David's 
fault that this all happened. David had to learn the very bitter lesson that 
sincerity in serving God is never enough. Things must be done God's way 
in accomplishing God's will. 

 Have you discovered that yet? Have you ever had some favorite 
project you felt, in the earnestness of your heart, would be a wonderful 
thing to glorify God? Perhaps you could even justify what you wanted by 
something in the scriptures. You felt it was the will of God. so you deter-
mined to bring it to pass. But God blew upon that activity and the whole 
thing crumbled to pieces. Everything went wrong. You had to face the 
fact that all your cherished plans for doing something for God were ut-
terly disintegrated. I talked with a young man recently who was going 
through a time of resentment and bitterness for this very reason. He felt 
sure that he knew what God wanted him to do in a certain matter and he 
had determined that it was the will of God. He felt that he could foresee 
exactly how God was going to work, and had even announced to some of 
his friends that God would do a certain thing. But it all fell apart. He told 
me, "I confess to you that I feel God is unfair. He doesn't back up what he 
says." As we talked together, it became very apparent that he was going 
through just this kind of a trial. David had to learn that too, and the death 
of Uzzah stands as a constant testimony that God never will compromise 
on this score. It is not his job to do our program. It is our job to be in such 
a relationship to him that he leads us in his program. 

 The next thing we read in this section is about the desire that en-
tered into the heart of David to build a temple for God. The ark had been 
in the tabernacle -- just a shoddy, rough old tent. So David reasoned with 
himself, "Here I live in a beautiful house of cedar and God's ark has to 
dwell in an old tent. Why don't I build a house for God?" (7:2) When Na-
than the prophet heard of it he encouraged David in this, but God sent a 
message to Nathan and said, "No, this is not right." The reason was that 
David was a man of war. Only Jesus Christ or, in Old Testament terms, 
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someone who pictures Christ as prince of peace, will ever build the tem-
ple of God among humanity. David had been the one chosen to represent 
him as the conquering king over all. And so God said, "No, it will not be 
David who builds the temple." God rejected David's plan to build the 
temple even though it was well intentioned, sincere and earnest. David 
was not able to learn the lesson of Uzzah. In this chapter is a beautiful 
example for us in the obedience in David's heart as he praises God and 
accepts this disappointment and the reversal of his own plans. He agrees 
that God is right and that the temple should be built by Solomon, his son. 

 The rest of this section is simply a report of David's victories 
over the enemies -- the Philistines and the Ammonites. In other words, 
when God is in the center of David's life and his heart is ready to walk 
out upon God's program -- not David's program, but God's program --
there is no hindrance to victory. All the internal enemies and the external 
enemies are in complete subjection to the man who walks in this rela-
tionship with God. 

 The next major section begins the story of failure in David's life 
-- the black and bitter picture of David's double sin. Notice how chapter 
11 begins: 

 In the spring of the year, the time when kings go forth to battle, 
{2 Sam 11:1a RSV}

 After the interruption of the winter season when proper and true 
battles were being fought for the Lord's cause, it was time for the king to 
go forth to battle. 

 David sent Joab, and his servant with him, and all Israel; and 
they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained 
at Jerusalem. {2 Sam 11:1b RSV}

 That is where the failure begins. He forsook the post of duty. It 
doesn't mean that it is wrong, necessarily, but to be absent from the place 
where you belong is to be exposed to temptation. 

 The next part of the story about David can be told in three simple 
sentences. He saw, he sent and inquired. And he took. Walking on the 
roof of his house he saw a beautiful woman taking a bath. He sent and 
inquired about her. And then he took. In those three sentences you have a 
graphic tracing of the processes of temptation. Any temptation in your 
life and mine will also follow this pattern. It starts first with simple de-
sire. There is nothing wrong with the desire. It is awakened in us simply 
because of human nature. It may be along any avenue, but the desire is 
there, and it must be dealt with when it arises. Either it is put away at that 
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point or it is formed into an intent. David saw the beautiful woman, de-
sired her and then started to work out the way by which he could take 
her. He sent and inquired about her. This was followed immediately by 
the act, and David, the man after God's own heart, is thus involved in the 
deep and black sin of adultery. 

 When it was accomplished, he refused to face the music, like so 
many of us try to do. Instead of openly confessing and acknowledging the 
wrong, and trying to make it right, he committed another sin to cover up. 
This is always the process of sin. If you commit one sin, you commit an-
other to cover that one up, and ten more to cover up the second one. And 
so it goes. David sent for Uriah, the husband of Bathsheba, and tried to 
trick him. But Uriah, in his simple faithfulness to God, confounded 
David, and ended finally in bloodshed. Joab, David's rugged and ruthless 
general, became a conspirator with David in this plot, and Uriah was 
slain in battle. Uriah was slain by the hands of the Ammonites, but David 
was the murderer. 

 So here suddenly, almost without warning, there breaks into 
David's life this double sin of adultery and murder. This is the man whom 
God had chosen to be the ancestor of the Lord Jesus. This sin is appalling 
to many of us and we wonder how a man like David could do this terrible 
deed. There have been many who have pointed the finger at David and 
said, "How could God ever pass over a thing like this?" -- But if you want 
to see what God means when he calls David "a man after his own heart," 
look at what happens in David's life when God sends Nathan the prophet 
to him. Nathan points his finger at David and tricks him with a little par-
able. When he comes to the punch line, Nathan says, "Thou art the man." 
Immediately David acknowledges and faces his sin. He no longer tries to 
justify it. He acknowledges his total wrong in this matter and it was at 
this point that David wrote Psalm 51. All of us have turned to this psalm 
at one time or another when we have been laden with guilt. Not too long 
ago a man came to me after having been involved in the same kind of a 
problem that David had, and together we went over this psalm. I saw the 
Holy Spirit wash away all the guilt, the stain and the ugliness of that 
thing in the man's life by using the words David wrote after his sin with 
Bathsheba and his murder of Uriah had been discovered. 

 Now we see the results in David's life, beginning in chapter 12. 
We are told that when Nathan came with this announcement, "Thou art 
the man," he said to David: 

 "Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, 
because you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hit-
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tite to be your wife." Thus says the Lord, "Behold, I will raise up evil 
against you out of your own house; and I will take your wives before 
your eyes, and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your 
wives in the sight of this sun." 

{2 Sam 12:10-11 RSV} 

 That was literally fulfilled by Absalom, David's son. Nathan 
goes on: 

 "For you did it secretly [God says]; but I will do this thing before 
all Israel, and before the sun." David said to Nathan, "I have sinned 
against the Lord." And Nathan said to David, "The Lord also has put 
away your sin; you shall not die. Nevertheless, because by this deed you 
have utterly scorned the Lord, the child that is born to you shall die." 
Then Nathan went to his house. 

{2 Sam 12:12-15a RSV} 

 This is a great lesson in forgiveness. There are a lot of people 
that ask God to forgive their sins and they think that therefore they 
should never have to suffer any results from their evil ways. But notice 
what God does with David. God forgives David after his confession. 
David's life is spared, even though under the law the penalty for this sin 
is death. God forgives David and thereby restores that inner personal re-
lationship between them so that David has a sense of peace and freedom 
from guilt. 

 God deals with us not only in grace but also in government. In 
government he is concerned with the effect of our deeds upon others 
around us, and those effects go on regardless of whether or not we are 
forgiven. So David must face the results of his deeds and, as we learn in 
the New Testament, God chastens those whom he loves. (Rev. 3:19) The 
first result was that the baby born of this illegitimate union died, even 
though David pled with the Lord in a pathetic, poignant passage where 
he is torn with grief. Then the predicted results in David's home, in his 
family, and in his kingdom take place. The New Testament tells us, "Do 
not be deceived [don't kid yourself]; God is not mocked." Paul says, "For 
he who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption." (Gal. 
6:7,8) Your personal relationship to God can be restored immediately. 
That is forgiveness. But the evil results of every misstep in the flesh af-
fect those outside yourself, beginning with those closest to you. David 
was told that never again would his house know peace as a result of his 
sin. 

 In the rest of this section, from chapter 13 on, you can see how 
this was fulfilled. The next chapter tells the dark story of Amnon, 
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David's son, as he sinned against his own sister, Tamar. This resulted in a 
black hatred born in Absalom, David's other son, against Amnon. So 
there in David's own family, among his own sons, was spread a bitter 
spirit of rebellion and evil and lust, created by David's own failure. In the 
story of Amnon and his quarrel with Absalom -- and finally in his murder 
at the hands of Absalom -- you find that King David is utterly helpless. 
David cannot rebuke even his own son because Amnon is simply follow-
ing in David's footsteps. Amnon is only committing those sins of passion 
for which David himself had set the example by taking Bathsheba. 

 Next, we read of the uprising of Absalom. This handsome, bril-
liant, gifted young son of David fomented a rebellion throughout the 
whole kingdom and secretly worked against his own father in attempting 
to take the throne for himself. He finally was so successful that David, 
with all his court, had to flee the city again as an exile. Imagine that! The 
man whom God has set to be a king over Israel, the man who is to reign 
over all the twelve tribes, the man to whom God had given a throne, now 
has to flee like a common criminal because of failure in his own moral 
life. 

 Throughout all of this, David's heart is penitent and resting upon 
God. He is acknowledging the fact that these things are resulting from his 
own folly, and is trusting God to work it out. It is a beautiful picture of 
what the attitude of the heart should be when we fall into sin and failure, 
and evil results begin to come. There is never a word of complaint from 
David. There is never any attempt to blame God! There is no bitterness, 
but simply the recognition that God can still work this out, and he does. 
God restores David to the throne and Absalom is overtaken, conquered 
by his own vanity. His long hair (which he gloried in) is caught in the 
branches of a tree and Joab, David's ruthless general, finds him there and 
kills him. 

 In Absalom's death the rebellion is crushed. But that is not the 
whole story. In chapters 18 through 20 is recorded the final result of 
David's sin in the rebellion of Sheba against King David. All of this 
stems from that one double sin on David's part. There is no peace the rest 
of his reign. He has God's forgiveness, God's grace to him, God's restora-
tion, and God's blessing in his personal life, but he still reaps the results 
of his own folly. There is a popular song that says "The Lord above has 
commanded that man should love his neighbor" but the song goes on to 
say "With a little bit of luck, with a little bit of luck, when your neighbor 
comes around, you won't be home." The Lord above has said that man 
should be faithful to his wife and never go out philandering, but "with a 
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little bit of luck, with a little bit of luck, she will never find out." And so 
it goes, with an exquisite capturing of the world's philosophy about 
God's program: "You can get by. God's not going to bring these things to 
pass. If you eat of this tree, you will not die," Satan said to Eve. "And 
with a little bit of luck" things will work out. But, as God shows in the 
story of David, this philosophy is a lie. 

 Finally, we have the epilogue, or appendix, to this book, which 
gathers up some of the lessons that David learned through the forty years 
of his reign as king. The first is the story of the Gibeonites, which 
teaches that the past must be reckoned with. If there are things in our 
past that can still be corrected, we have a responsibility before God to go 
back and set these things straight. Many a man or woman, boy or girl, 
has learned that money he stole before he became a Christian weighs 
heavily upon his conscience. He must get the money together, perhaps 
that he can ill afford, and pay back a debt or theft that he was guilty of 
before he became a Christian -- because God desires truth in the inward 
parts. He is not content with mere outward formalities. He wants the 
whole of the life to be right. In the story of the Gibeonites, David went 
back and corrected something that happened under King Saul. As Saul's 
heir to the throne, he had to set it straight. 

 In chapter 22, you have the beautiful eighteenth Psalm. The key 
to this psalm begins in verse 26. David sings: 

 "With the loyal thou dost show thyself loyal; 
with the blameless man thou dost show thyself blameless;
with the pure thou dost show thyself pure, 
and with the crooked thou dost show thyself perverse.
Thou dost deliver a humble people, 
but thy eyes are upon the haughty to bring them down.
Yes, thou art my lamp, O Lord, 
and my God lightens my darkness." 
{2 Sam 22:26-29 RSV}

 And then this figure which I always love. David sings: 

 "Yea, by thee I can crush a troop, 
and by my God I can leap over a wall.
This God -- his way is perfect; 
the promise of the Lord proves true; 
he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him." 
{2 Sam 22:30-31 RSV}

 What does he mean? Well, simply that what you are to God, that 
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is what God will be to you. If you are open and honest and perfectly 
forthright with him, God will be open and honest and perfectly forthright 
with you. If you are crooked, perverse, deceitful, and lying to God, he 
will cause all your circumstances to deceive you and lie to you. If you are 
pure in heart and see everything in the proper light, you will discover that 
God is this way to you, and will bring more of this beauty and purity into 
your own heart and soul. This is what Paul cries out for in Philippians 
when he says, "Not that I have already obtained this or am already per-
fect; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me 
his own." (Phil. 3:12) "What I am to him, he will be to me," he is saying. 
This is exactly what David discovered. 

 The last chapter is the account of David's third sin recorded in 
this book -- his sin of numbering Israel. A plague came upon the people 
of Israel when David, in his pride, began to reckon on his own resources, 
and upon apparent military might, instead of relying upon the grace and 
power of God. What does this teach us? Well, one great truth: our old 
natures are always there, ready to spring into activity the minute we cease 
relying upon the Spirit of God. Sin never dies of old age. No matter how 
long you walk with God, it is still possible to fall. The only thing that 
maintains the spiritual life is the quiet, day-by-day, moment-by-moment 
walk in faith. 

Prayer:
Our Father, thank you for this glimpse into our own lives and hearts. May 
the truth grip us. May we realize that these are not mere words to tickle 
our fancy or instruct our intellect for the moment, but these are revela-
tions of what life is all about -- the secrets of living. May we take them 
seriously and heed them and love you and serve you and yield ourselves 
to you, day by day. In Christ's name, Amen.
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Reminders of Saul

Something to note about this season of David’s life are the references to 
Saul that are made.  First, Ziba, the servant of Saul, approached David 
with “a gift”, but also with a lie about Mephibosheth.  He said that Me-
phibosheth stayed in the city saying, “Today the house of Israel will re-
store the kingdom of my father to me. (2 Samuel 16:3)”   The other re-
minder of Saul was Shimei, who followed David’s caravan kicking dirt, 
throwing stones and hurling false accusations at King David.  This is a 
great lesson to those of us who have persecutors from past seasons of life 
that the enemy loves to bring up when life seems to be caving in.  David 
was on the run from his own son and attacks like these reminders of 
Saul, we can be sure, were heavy reminders of his days of running from 
King Saul.  David must have felt the pressure of it all and might have 
even wanted to call it quits.  However, he knew that his position was 
given by the Lord and could just as easily be taken by Him at His sover-
eign will.  This is a lesson to us for the tough times.  David chose humil-
ity in the face of these trials and seemed to know that nothing but good 
would result from it.  Oh, to have hope in the living God!  David knew 
Him from his many days like this in his preparation years.  This is what 
marked him as a man after God’s own heart.


