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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline
Solomon

   Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
   David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
   Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
   Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
   Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
   Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)

   Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
   Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
   Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
   Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
   Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)
   Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)
   Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)
   Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)
   Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)
   Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)
   Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)
   Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)
   Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)

Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

   Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)
   Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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1. Verse 5 tells us that Adonijah “exalted himself”. Read Luke 14:11. What 
does this verse tell us about those who exalt themselves? What does 
humility look like to you? What examples of Jesus humbling Himself 
can we follow? Do others see this humility displayed in our lives? 

 2. God had chosen Solomon to be David’s successor even before he was 
born (read 1 Chronicles 22:9). Read Ephesians 1:4,5, Romans 8:29 
and John 6:44. What do these verses tell us about God’s plans for us? 
How do you respond to His calling? 

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 1
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 3. In verse 23, Nathan bows down before David with his face on the  
ground. The act of doing this shows honor, respect and submission. 
Read Psalm 95:6-7. What does this verse tell us about why we are to 
worship our King? What are other ways do we offer up praise and 
honor to the Father? 

   4. When Adonijah heard that Solomon was appointed to the kingship, he    
fled to the tabernacle and took hold of the horns of the altar, which was 
suppose to grant him safety from punishment. What do we “grab a hold 
of” in order to assure our safety? What is the promise given to us 
through our coming to the altar in submission?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

Some people are gullible and unwilling to learn from the past. Like 
Absalom, Adonijah was handsome, popular, and proud. His “I will be 
king!” sounds like another boast that ended in judgment (Isa. 14:12–15). 
Foolishly, Joab and Abiathar joined Adonijah and opposed God’s man, 
Solomon, and they paid for it. They should have paid more attention to 
this pronouncement: “You shall not follow a crowd to do evil” (Exod. 23:2).
Sometimes leaders must be led, and Nathan and Bathsheba did it wisely. 
David had given up the sword (2 Sam. 21:15–17), and now he must give 
up the scepter. Wise is the leader who knows when to step aside. 
Solomon was God’s choice for the throne (2 Sam. 12:24–25).

Adonijah fled to the altar for safety, not for sanctity. Religion was 
something he used only for personal profit, but some insincere people 
today do the same thing.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 1:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

In this chapter we have, I. David declining in his health (v. 1–4). II. Adonijah 
aspiring to the kingdom, and treating his party, in order to it (v. 5–10). III. 
Nathan and Bathsheba contriving to secure the succession to Solomon, and 
prevailing for an order from David for the purpose (v. 11–31). IV. The anointing 
of Solomon accordingly, and the people’s joy therein (v. 32–40). V. The 
effectual stop this put to Adonijah’s usurpation, and the dispersion of his party 
thereupon (v. 41–49). VI. Solomon’s dismission of Adonijah upon his good 
behaviour (v. 50–53). David, as recorded in the foregoing chapter, had, by the 
great mercy of God, escaped the sword of the destroying angel. But our 
deliverances from or through diseases and dangers are but reprieves; if the 
candle be not blown out, it will burn out of itself. We have David here sinking 
under the infirmities of old age, and brought by them to the gates of the grave. 
He that cometh up out of the pit shall fall into the snare; and, one way or other, 
we must needs die. 1. It would have troubled one to see David so infirm. He as 
old, and his natural heat so wasted that no clothes could keep him warm, v. 1. 
David had been a valiant active man and a man of business, and very 
vehement had the flame always been in his breast; and yet now his blood is 
chilled and stagnated, he is confined to his bed, and there can get no heat. He 
was now seventy years old. Many, at that age, are as lively and fit for business 
as ever; but David was now chastised for his former sins, especially that in the 
matter of Uriah, and felt from his former toils and the hardships he had gone 
through in his youth, which then he made nothing of, but was now the worse 
for. Let not the strong man glory in his strength, which may soon be weakened 
by sickness, or at last will be weakened by old age. Let young people 
remember their Creator in the days of their youth, before these evil days come. 
David had much affliction in his children. Amnon and Absalom had both been 
his grief; the one his first-born, the other his third, 2 Sa. 3:2, 3. His second, 
whom he had by Abigail, we will suppose he had comfort in; his fourth was 
Adonijah (2 Sa. 3:4); he was one of those that were born in Hebron; we have 
heard nothing of him till now, and here we are told that he was a comely 
person, and that he was next in age, and (as it proved) next in temper to 
Absalom, v. 6. And, further, that in his father’s eyes he had been a jewel, but 
was now a thorn.



His father had made a fondling of him, v. 6. He had not displeased him at any 
time. It is not said that he never displeased his father; it is probably that he had 
done so frequently, and his father was secretly troubled at his misconduct and 
lamented it before God. But his father had not displeased him, by crossing him 
in his humours, denying him any thing he had a mind to, or by calling him to an 
account as to what he had done and where he had been, or by keeping him to 
his book or his business, or reproving him for what he saw or heard of that he 
did amiss; he never said to him, Why hast thou done so? because he saw it 
was uneasy to him, and he could not bear it without fretting. He, in return, 
made a fool of his father. Because he was old, and confined to his bed, he 
thought no notice was to be taken of him, and therefore exalted himself, and 
said, I will be king, v. 5. Children that are indulged learn to be proud and 
ambitious, which is the ruin of a great many young people. The way to keep 
them humble is to keep them under. Observe Adonijah’s insolence. 1. He 
looked upon the days of mourning for his father to be at hand, and therefore 
he prepared to succeed him, though he knew that by the designation both of 
God and David Solomon was to be the man; for public notice had been given 
of it by David himself, and the succession settled, as it were by act of 
parliament, in pursuance of God’s appointment, 1 Chr. 22:9; 23:1. This entail 
Adonijah attempted by force to cut off, in contempt both of God and his father. 
Thus is the kingdom of Christ opposed, and there are those that say, “We will 
not have him to reign over us.” We have the effectual endeavours that were 
used by Nathan and Bathsheba to obtain from David a ratification of 
Solomon’s succession, for the crushing of Adonijah’s usurpation. 1. David 
himself knew not what was doing. Disobedient children think that they are well 
enough off if they can but keep their good old parents ignorant of their bad 
courses; but a bird of the air will carry the voice. 2. Bathsheba lived retired, 
and knew nothing of it either, till Nathan informed her. Many get very 
comfortably through this world that know little how the world goes. 3. Solomon, 
it is likely, knew of it, but was as a deaf man that heard not. Nathan the 
prophet alarms Bathsheba by acquainting her with the case, and puts her in a 
way to get an order from the king for the confirming of Solomon’s title. He was 
concerned, because he knew God’s mind, and David’s and Israel’s interest; it 
was by him that God had named Solomon Jedidiah (2 Sa. 12:25), and 
therefore he could not sit still and see the throne usurped, which he knew was 
Solomon’s right by the will of him from whom promotion cometh.



Here the effectual care David took both to secure Solomon’s right and to 
preserve the public peace, by crushing Adonijah’s project in the bud. The 
express orders he gave for the proclaiming of Solomon. The persons he 
entrusted with this great affair were Zadok, Nathan, and Benaiah, men of 
power and interest whom David had always reposed a confidence in and 
found faithful to him, and whom Adonijah had passed by in his invitation, v. 
10. David orders them forthwith, with all possible solemnity, to proclaim 
Solomon. They must take with them the servants of their lord, the lifeguards, 
and all the servants of the household. They must set Solomon on the mule 
the king used to ride, for he kept not such stables of horses as his son 
afterwards did. He appoints them whither to go (v. 33 and v. 34, 35), and 
what to do. 1. Zadok and Nathan, the two ecclesiastical persons, must, in 
God’s name, anoint him king; for though he was not the first of his family, as 
Saul and David were, yet he was a younger son, was made king by divine 
appointment, and his title was contested, which made it necessary that 
hereby it should be settled. This unction was typical of the designation and 
qualification of the Messiah, or Christ, the anointed one, on whom the Spirit, 
that oil of gladness, was poured without measure, Heb. 1:9, Ps. 89:20. And 
all Christians, being heirs of the kingdom (Jam. 2:5), do from him receive the 
anointing, 1 Jn. 2:27. The tidings of Solomon’s inauguration brought to 
Adonijah and his party, in the midst of their jollity: They had made an end of 
eating, and, it should seem, it was a great while before they made an end, for 
all the affair of Solomon’s anointing was ordered and finished while they were 
at dinner, glutting themselves. Thus those who serve not our Lord Christ, but 
oppose him, are commonly such as serve their own belly (Rom. 16:18) and 
made a god of it, Phil. 3:19. Their long feast intimates likewise that they were 
very secure and confident of their interest, else they would not have lost so 
much time. Adonijah is sent for, and told upon what terms he stands, which 
he signifies his grateful submission to, and then is told to go to his house and 
live retired there. Solomon not only gave him his life, but his estate, thus 
establishing his throne by mercy.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
complete and unabridged in one volume (p. 482). Peabody: Hendrickson.


