
1 Kings 10

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)
    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)
    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)
    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)
    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)
    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)
    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)
    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)
    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)

   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)
    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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1. What was the reason the queen of Sheba came to Solomon? Did she 
get what she came after? What was her reaction to what see saw? Why 
did she bring such a great caravan of gifts? 

2. What was the queen’s testimony when she heard Solomon’s wisdom 
and saw all of his wealth? She recognized that he was put in his position 
as king by whom? Because of the Lord’s love for Israel, how was 
Solomon to rule? How can that be applied to our lives today?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 10
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 3. When Solomon asked God for wisdom, what did He tell him he would 
also receive? Where did Solomon obtain his great wealth from? Read 
Deut. 17:14-17. What is God’s rule for the kings of Israel? How did 
Solomon disregard God’s law? How do we keep His commandments 
as a priority in our lives?

 4. It seems as though blessings are sometimes taken for granted. 
Solomon’s servants with his wisdom and wealth, Israel with the 
miracle of manna (Num. 11) and the church at Ephesus which grew 
accustomed to Christ’s love (Rev. 2:1-7). Can you think of other 
accounts in which God poured out His judgment against those who 
would not turn from their sinful ways?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary

Our fame and God’s name must go together (v. 1). If God magnifies your 
name (Josh. 3:7; 6:27), be sure He gets the glory (Ps. 135:13). Fame is a 
heavy burden to bear, and only God can help us do it wisely.

The queen traveled twelve hundred miles to see and hear Solomon. Her 
reasons were both personal and political, for she wanted to enter into 
trade agreements with the king. The people of Jesus’ day rejected a 
“greater than Solomon” who was there among them (Matt. 12:42), and 
they were judged for it.

Do we take our blessings for granted? In spite of the queen’s enthusiasm, 
perhaps even Solomon’s servants got accustomed to hearing his wise 
words and beholding his great wealth (v. 8). Israel grew accustomed to 
the miracle of the manna (Num. 11), and the church at Ephesus grew 
accustomed to Christ’s love (Rev. 2:1–7).

Chariots and horses (vv. 26–29) were another indication of decay (Deut. 
17:17). And don’t forget what Jesus said about all of Solomon’s glory 
(Matt. 6:29).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 10:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

Still Solomon looks great, and every thing in this chapter adds to his 
magnificence. We read nothing indeed of his charity, of no hospitals he built, or 
alms-houses; he made his kingdom so rich that it did not need them; yet, no 
question, many poor were relieved from the abundance of his table. A church 
he had built, never to be equalled; schools or colleges he need not build any, 
his own palace is an academy, and his court a rendezvous of wise and learned 
men, as well as the centre of all the circulating riches of that part of the world. I. 
What abundance of wisdom there was there appears from the application the 
queen of Sheba made to him, and the great satisfaction she had in her 
entertainment there (v. 1–13), and others likewise (v. 24). II. What abundance 
of wealth there was there appears here by the gold imported, with other things, 
yearly (v. 14, 15), and in a triennial return (v. 22). Gold presented (v. 25), and 
gold used in targets and shields (v. 16, 17), and vessels (v. 21). A stately 
throne made (v. 18–20). His chariots and horsemen (v. 26). His trade with 
Egypt (v. 28, 29). And the great plenty of silver and cedars among his people 
(v. 27). So that, putting all together, it must be owned, as it is here said (v. 23), 
that “king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches, and for 
wisdom.” Yet what was he to the King of kings? Where Christ is, by his word 
and Spirit, “Behold, a greater than Solomon is there.” We have here an 
account of the visit which the queen of Sheba made to Solomon, no doubt 
when he was in the height of his piety and prosperity. Our Saviour calls her the 
queen of the south, for Sheba lay south of Canaan. The common opinion is 
that it was in Africa; and the Christians in Ethiopia, to this day, are confident 
that she came from their country, and that Candace was her successor, who is 
mentioned Acts 8:27. But it is more probable that she came from the south part 
of Arabia the happy. It should seem she was a queen regent, sovereign of her 
country. Many a kingdom would have been deprived of its greatest blessings if 
a Salique law had been admitted into its constitution. On what errand the 
queen of Sheba came—not to treat of trade or commerce, to adjust the limits of 
their dominions, to court his alliance for their mutual strength or his assistance 
against some common enemy, which are the common occasions of the 
congress of crowned heads and their interviews, but she came to satisfy her 
curiosity; for she had heard of his fame, especially for wisdom, and she came 
to prove him, whether he was so great a man as he was reported to be, v. 1. 
Solomon’s fleet sailed near the coast of her country, and probably might put in 
there for fresh water; perhaps it was thus that she heard of the fame of 
Solomon, that he excelled in wisdom all the children of the east, and nothing 
would serve her but she would go herself and know the truth of the report.



She came to hear his wisdom, and thereby to improve her own (Mt. 12:42), 
that she might be the better able to govern her own kingdom by his maxims of 
policy. Those whom God has called to any public employment, particularly in 
the magistracy and ministry, should, by all means possible, be still improving 
themselves in that knowledge which will more and more qualify them for it, and 
enable them to discharge their trust well. But, it should seem, that which she 
chiefly aimed at was to be instructed in the things of God. She was religiously 
inclined, and had heard not only of the fame of Solomon, but concerning the 
name of the Lord (v. 1), the great name of that God whom Solomon 
worshipped and from whom he received his wisdom, and with this God she 
desired to be better acquainted. She came with a very great retinue, agreeable 
to her rank, intending to try Solomon’s wealth and generosity, as well as his 
wisdom, what entertainment he could and would give to a royal visitant, v. 2. 
Yet she came not as one begging, but brought enough to bear her charges, 
and abundantly to recompense Solomon for his attention to her, nothing mean 
or common, but gold, and precious stones, and spices, because she came to 
trade for wisdom, which she would purchase at any rate. Solomon despised 
not the weakness of her sex, blamed her not for leaving her own business at 
home to come so long a journey, and put herself and him to so much trouble 
and expense merely to satisfy her curiosity; but he made her welcome and all 
her train, gave her liberty to put all her questions, though some perhaps were 
frivolous, some captious, and some over-curious; he allowed her to commune 
with him of all that was in her heart (v. 2) and gave her a satisfactory answer to 
all her questions (v. 3), whether natural, moral, political, or divine. She made a 
noble present to Solomon of gold and spices, v. 10. David had foretold 
concerning Solomon that to him should be given of the gold of Sheba, Ps. 
72:15. The present of gold and spices which the wise men of the east brought 
to Christ was signified by this, Mt. 2:11. Thus she paid for the wisdom she had 
learned and did not think she bought it dearly. Let those that are taught of God 
give him their hearts, and the present will be more acceptable than this of gold 
and spices. Mention is made of the great abundance Solomon had of his own, 
notwithstanding she presented and he accepted this gold. What we present to 
Christ he needs not, but will have us so to express our gratitude.
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Though Solomon had much, he still coveted to have more, being willing to try the 
utmost the things of this world could do to make men happy. Besides the gold 
that came from Ophir (ch. 9:28), he brought so much into his country from other 
places that the whole amounted, every year, to 666 talents (v. 14), an ominous 
number, compare Rev. 13:18, and Ezra 2:13. He received a great deal in 
customs from the merchants, and in land-taxes from the countries his father had 
conquered and made tributaries to Israel, v. 15. He was Hiram’s partner in a 
Tharshish fleet, of and for Tyre, which imported once in three years, not only 
gold, and silver, and ivory, substantial goods and serviceable, but apes to play 
with and peacocks to please the eye with their feathers, v. 22. He had presents 
made him, every year, from the neighbouring princes and great men, to engage 
the continuance of his friendship, not so much because they feared him or were 
jealous of him as because they loved him and admired his wisdom, had often 
occasion to consult him as an oracle, and sent him these presents by way of 
recompence for his advice in politics, and (whether it became his grandeur and 
generosity or no we will not enquire) he took all that came, even garments and 
spices, horses and mules, v. 24, 25. He did not hoard it up in his coffers, that he 
might have it to look upon and leave behind him. He has, in his Ecclesiastes, so 
much exposed the folly of hoarding that we cannot suppose he would himself be 
guilty of it. No, God that had given him riches, and wealth, and honour, gave him 
also power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, Eccles. 5:19. He laid out his 
gold in fine things for himself, which he might the better be allowed to do when 
he had before laid out so much in fine things for the house of God. He made 200 
targets, and 300 shields, of beaten gold (v. 16, 17), not for service, but for state, 
to be carried before him when he appeared in pomp. Lastly, Well, thus rich, thus 
great, was Solomon, and thus did he exceed all the kings of the earth, v. 23. 
Now let us remember that this was he who, when he was setting out in the world, 
did not ask for the wealth and honour of it, but asked for a wise and 
understanding heart. The more moderate our desires are towards earthly things 
the better qualified we are for the enjoyment of them and the more likely to have 
them. He, who having tasted all these enjoyments, wrote a whole book to show 
the vanity of all worldly things and the vexation of spirit that attends them, their 
insufficiency to make us happy and the folly of setting our hearts upon them.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 496). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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