
1 Kings 12

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)
    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)
    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)
    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)
    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)
    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)
    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)
    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)
    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)

   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)
    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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1. The reality of Rehoboam’s bad decision was actually a fulfillment of 
prophecy. What was the reason for this division of Israel? Was it 
because of something Rehoboam had done? (Refer to 1 Kings 11:9-13) 
What does this tell us about how our actions can affect others - even in 
future generations? 

2. What did King Jeroboam use to keep the people from going to 
Jerusalem to offer sacrifices? Why was he afraid for them to go there? 
What does that look like in our lives? What “idols” keep us from true 
worship? What is it that brings us back to where we should be in Him?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 12
The parallel passage to this chapter is 2 Chronicles 10
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 3. Who did Jeroboam ordain as priests? How was this a violation of the 
law of Moses? When was the religious festival that he instituted held in 
Bethel? What was this an imitation of? Who was it that offered the 
sacrifices at Bethel? 

 4. What can we learn from the actions of Jeroboam? What lessons can be 
taken from the actions of Rehoboam? What has the Lord spoken to you 
through this chapter? How can this benefit your life?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary

Rehoboam did not seek God’s wisdom, as had his father before him (1 
Kings 3). Instead, he turned to men for guidance and even then did not 
heed the right advice. Like some people who seek counsel today, he 
wanted somebody to tell him to do what he already decided to do. The 
new king grew up in luxury. What did he know about the burdens of the 
common people?

We lead by serving (Matt. 20:20–28), and a true leader seeks to lighten 
the loads people carry. (Compare Matt. 11:28–30 and 23:4.) The king 
used the people to build his authority instead of using his authority to build 
the people. The result was a divided nation as Ahijah predicted (1 Kings 
11:29ff.). As much as we love unity, we must accept the fact that some 
divisions are of God.

Afraid that his people would return to Jerusalem to worship, Jeroboam 
established a “religion of convenience” (v. 28) and made it easy for the 
nation to sin. Abandoning the true worship of Jehovah, he repeated the 
sin of Aaron (Exod. 32). Patterned after the Mosaic system, his religion 
was popular, but it did not have God’s approval (Hos. 13:2).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 12:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

The glory of the kingdom of Israel was in its height and perfection in Solomon; 
it was long in coming to it, but it soon declined, and began to sink and wither in 
the very next reign, as we find in this chapter, where we have the kingdom 
divided, and thereby weakened and made little in comparison with what it had 
been. Here is, I. Rehoboam’s accession to the throne and Jeroboam’s return 
out of Egypt (v. 1, 2). II. The people’s petition to Rehoboam for the redress of 
grievances, and the rough answer he gave, by the advice of his young 
counsellors, to that petition (v. 3–15). III. The revolt of the ten tribes thereupon, 
and their setting up Jeroboam (v. 16–20). IV. Rehoboam’s attempt to reduce 
them and the prohibition God gave to that attempt (v. 21–24). V. Jeroboam’s 
establishment of his government upon idolatry (v. 25–33). Thus did Judah 
become weak, being deserted by their brethren, and Israel, by deserting the 
house of the Lord. Solomon had 1000 wives and concubines, yet we read but 
of one son he had to bear up his name, and he a fool. It is said (Hos. 4:10), 
They shall commit whoredom, and shall not increase. Sin is a bad way of 
building up a family. Rehoboam was the son of the wisest of men, yet did not 
inherit his father’s wisdom, and then it stood him in little stead to inherit his 
father’s throne. Neither wisdom nor grace runs in the blood. Solomon came to 
the crown very young, yet he was then a wise man. Rehoboam came to the 
crown at forty years old, when men will be wise if ever they will, yet he was 
then foolish. Wisdom does not go by age, nor is it the multitude of years nor 
the advantage of education that reaches it. Solomon’s court was a mart of 
wisdom and the rendezvous of learned men, and Rehoboam was the darling of 
the court; and yet all was not sufficient to make him a wise man. The race is 
not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong. No dispute is made of Rehoboam’s 
succession; upon the death of his father, he was immediately proclaimed. But,
the people desired a treaty with him at Shechem, and he condescended to 
meet them there. Their pretence was to make him king, but the design was to 
unmake him. They would give him a public inauguration in another place than 
the city of David, that he might not seem to be king of Judah only. They had ten 
parts in him, and would have him among themselves for once, that they might 
recognize his title. The place was ominous: at Shechem, where Abimelech set 
up himself (Jdg. 9); yet it had been famous for the convention of the states 
there, Jos. 24:1. Rehoboam, we may suppose, knew of the threatening, that 
the kingdom should be rent from him, and hoped by going to Shechem, and 
treating there with the ten tribes, to prevent it: yet it proved the most impolitic 
thing he could do, and hastened the rupture.



The representatives of the tribes addressed him, praying to be eased of the 
taxes they were burdened with. The meeting being appointed, they sent for 
Jeroboam out of Egypt to come and be their speaker. This they needed not to 
have done: he knew what God had designed him for, and would have come 
though he had not been sent for, for now was his time to expect the 
possession of the promised crown. In their address, 1. They complain of the 
last reign: Thy father made our yoke grievous, v. 4. They complain not of his 
father’s idolatry and revolt from God; that which was the greatest grievance of 
all was none to them, so careless and indifferent were they in the matters of 
religion, as if God or Moloch were all one, so they might but live at ease and 
pay no taxes. Yet the complaint was groundless and unjust. Never did people 
live more at ease than they did, nor in great plenty. Did they pay taxes? It was 
to advance the strength and magnificence of their kingdom. If Solomon’s 
buildings cost them money, they cost them no blood, as war would do. Were 
many servile hands employed about them? They were not the hands of the 
Israelites. Were the taxes a burden? How could that be, when Solomon 
imported bullion in such plenty that silver was, in a manner, as common as the 
stones? So that they did but render to Solomon the things that were 
Solomon’s. Nay, suppose there was some hardship put upon them, were they 
not told before that this would be the manner of the king and yet they would 
have one? The best government cannot secure itself from reproach and 
censure, no, not Solomon’s. Factious spirits will never want something to 
complain of. I know nothing in Solomon’s administration that could make the 
people’s yoke grievous, unless perhaps the women whom in his latter days he 
doted on were connived at in oppressing them. He answered the people 
according to the counsel of the young men, v. 14, 15. He affected to be 
haughty and imperious, and fancied he could carry all before him with a high 
hand, and therefore would rather run the risk of losing them than deny himself 
so far as to give them good words. Note, Many ruin themselves by consulting 
their humour more than their interest. Rehoboam was infatuated in his 
counsels. He could not have acted more foolishly and impoliticly. (1.) He 
owned their reflections upon his father’s government to be true: My father 
made your yoke heavy; and therein he was unjust to his father’s memory, 
which he might easily have vindicated from the imputation. God’s counsels 
were hereby fulfilled. It was from the Lord, v. 15. He left Rehoboam to his own 
folly, and hid from his eyes the things which belonged to his peace, that the 
kingdom might be rent from him.
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The people were hold and resolute in their revolt. They highly resented the 
provocation that Rehoboam had given them, were incensed at his menaces, 
concluded that that government would in the progress of it be intolerably 
grievous which in the beginning of it was so very haughty, and therefore 
immediately came to this resolve, one and all: What portion have we in David? v. 
16. They speak here very unbecomingly of David, that great benefactor of their 
nation, calling him the son of Jesse, no greater a man than his neighbours. How 
soon are good men, and their good services to the public, forgotten! Rehoboam 
was imprudent in the further management of this affair, and more and more 
infatuated. Having foolishly thrown himself into a quick-sand, he sunk the further 
in with plunging to get out. God forbade his attempt to recover by the sword what 
he had lost. What was done was of God, who would not suffer that it should be 
undone again (as it would be if Rehoboam got the better and reduced the ten 
tribes), nor that more should be done to the prejudice of the house of David, as 
would be if Jeroboam got the better and conquered the two tribes. Jeroboam 
built Shechem first and then Penuel—beautified and fortified them, and probably 
had a palace in each of them for himself (v. 25), the former in Ephraim, the latter 
in Gad, on the other side Jordan. This might be proper; but he formed another 
project for the establishing of his kingdom which was fatal to the interests of 
religion in it. That which he designed was by some effectual means to secure 
those to himself who had now chosen him for their king, and to prevent their 
return to the house of David, v. 26, 27. The way he took to do this was by 
keeping the people from going up to Jerusalem to worship. That was the place 
God had chosen, to put his name there. Jeroboam apprehended that, if the 
people continued to do this, they would in time return to the house of David, 
allured by the magnificence both of the court and of the temple. He therefore 
dissuaded them from going up to Jerusalem, pretending to consult their ease: “It 
is too much for you to go so far to worship God, v. 28. Jeroboam sinned himself, 
yet perhaps excused himself to the world and his own conscience with this, that 
he did not do so ill as Solomon did, who worshipped other gods. He made Israel 
to sin, drew them off from the worship of God and entailed idolatry upon their 
seed. And hereby they were punished for deserting the thrones of the house of 
David. 

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 500). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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