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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)
    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)
    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)
    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)
    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)
    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)
    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)
    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)
    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)

   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)
    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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1. Where did Jeroboam send his wife and why? What was she to take with 
her? Why did he tell her to go in disguise? How did the prophet respond 
when she got there? 

2. What was the purpose for including the curse against the house of 
Jeroboam? We see an incredible list of sins commited during 
Jeroboam’s time. Is it fair that Jeroboam’s whole line should be 
punished because of his sin? Do we think of the ramification of falling 
into temptation? How do we guard ourselves against this?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 14



5

 3. What does God say will happen to the males in the household of 
Jeraboam?  What does God say will happen when Jeraboam’s wife 
returns home?  How will Israel respond?  What will be unique about 
the burial of Jeraboam’s son?

 4. Who was Rehoboam’s mother and who was she a descendant of? Why 
do you think that God made us aware of that - TWICE? Would Israel be 
having these problems if they had obediently destroyed all the nations 
of the land of Canaan? 



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

Disguise. Why did the king not consult one of the false gods he 
worshiped? And why not go to the Lord’s prophet personally and openly? 
Because Jeroboam was a coward and did not want to weaken his 
“religious establishment.” He did not dare identify himself publicly with the 
true worship of Jehovah, even though he knew that his own religious 
leaders could not help him.

Death. Abijah had good news about the son but bad news about 
everybody else in the royal family. God saw true devotion in the son and 
would not permit him to grow up in such an evil home. The boy was the 
only male to have a decent burial and be mourned. See verse 18 and 1 
Kings 15:25–30 for the fulfillment.

Decay. Under King Rehoboam, Solomon’s great kingdom lost both 
quantity (the tribes) and quality (the treasures). The costly golden shields 
(1 Kings 10:16–17) were replaced by bronze shields, but the guards and 
the king went through the same ceremony. What a picture of some lives 
and ministries today: everything looks the same, but the value has 
vanished. All we do is keep up appearances (Matt. 23).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 14:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

The kingdom being divided into that of Judah and that of Israel, we must 
henceforward, in these books of Kings, expect and attend their separate 
history, the succession of their kings, and the affairs of their kingdoms, 
accounted for distinctly. In this chapter we have, I. The prophecy of the 
destruction of Jeroboam’s house (v. 7–16). The sickness of his child was the 
occasion of it (v. 1–6), and the death of his child the earnest of it (v. 17, 18), 
together with the conclusion of his reign (v. 19, 20). II. The history of the 
declension and diminution of Rehoboam’s house and kingdom (v. 21–28) and 
the conclusion of his reign (v. 29–31). In both we may read the mischievous 
consequences of sin and the calamities it brings on kingdoms and families. 
How Jeroboam persisted in his contempt of God and religion we read in the 
close of the foregoing chapter. Here we are told how God proceeded in his 
controversy with him; for when God judges he will overcome, and sinners shall 
either bend or break before him.  It is probable that he was his eldest son that 
fell sick, and heir-apparent to the crown; for at his death all the kingdom went 
into mourning for him, ch. 13. His dignity as a prince, his age as a young 
prince, and his interest in heaven as a pious prince, could not exempt him from 
sickness, dangerous sickness. Let none be secure of the continuance of their 
health, but improve it, while it continues, for the best purposes. Lord, behold, 
he whom thou lovest, thy favourite, he whom Israel loves, their darling, is sick. 
At that time, when Jeroboam prostituted the profaned the priesthood (ch. 
13:33), his child sickened. When sickness comes into our families we should 
enquire whether there be not some particular sin harboured in our houses, 
which the affliction is sent to convince us of and reclaim us from. He sent his 
wife in disguise to enquire of Ahijah the prophet what should become of the 
child, v. 2, 3. The sickness of his child touched him in a tender part. The 
withering of this branch of the family would, perhaps, be as sore an affliction to 
him as the withering of that branch of his body, ch. 13:4. Such is the force of 
natural affection; our children are ourselves but once removed. God gave 
Ahijah notice of the approach of Jeroboam’s wife, and that she came in 
disguise, and full instructions what to say to her (v. 5), which enabled him, as 
she came in at the door, to call her by her name, to her great surprise, and so 
to discover to all about him who she was (v. 6): Come in, thou wife of 
Jeroboam, why feignest thou thyself to be another? 



When those that set up idols, and keep them up, go to enquire of the Lord, he 
determines to answer them, not according to the pretensions of their enquiry, 
but according to the multitude of their idols, Eze. 14:4. So Jeroboam is 
answered here. The prophet anticipates the enquiry concerning the child, and 
foretels the ruin of Jeroboam’s house for the wickedness of it. No one else 
durst have carried such a message: a servant would have smothered it, but 
his own wife cannot be suspected of ill-will to him. God calls himself the Lord 
God of Israel. Though Israel had forsaken God, God had not cast them off, nor 
given them a bill of divorce for their whoredoms. He is Israel’s God, and 
therefore will take vengeance on him who did them the greatest mischief he 
could do them, debauched them and drew them away from God. He upbraids 
Jeroboam with the great favour he had bestowed upon him, in making him 
king, exalting him from among the people, the common people, to be prince 
over God’s chosen Israel, and taking the kingdom from the house of David, to 
bestow it upon him. Whether we keep an account of God’s mercies to us or 
no, he does, and will set even them in order before us, if we be ungrateful, to 
our greater confusion; otherwise he gives and upbraids not. He charges him 
with his impiety and apostasy, and his idolatry particularly: Thou hast done evil 
above all that were before thee, v. 9. Saul, that was rejected, never 
worshipped idols; Solomon did it but occasionally, in his dotage, and never 
made Israel to sin. Jeroboam’s calves, though pretended to be set up in 
honour of the God of Israel, that brought them up out of Egypt, yet are here 
called other gods, or strange gods, because in them he worshipped God as 
the heathen worshipped their strange gods, because by them he changed the 
truth of God into a lie and represented him as altogether different from what he 
is, and because many of the ignorant worshippers terminated their devotion in 
the image, and did not at all regard the God of Israel. Though they were calves 
of gold, the richness of the metal was so far from making them acceptable to 
God that they provoked him to anger, designedly affronted him, under colour 
of pleasing him. Judah’s story and Israel’s are intermixed in this book. 
Jeroboam out-lived Rehoboam, four or five years, yet his history is despatched 
first, that the account of Rehoboam’s reign may be laid together; and a sad 
account it is.
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Here is no good said of the king. All the account we have of him here is that he 
was forty-one years old when he began to reign, by which reckoning he was 
born in the last year of David, and had his education, and the forming of his 
mind, in the best days of Solomon; yet he lived not up to these advantages. 
Solomon’s defection at last did more to corrupt him than his wisdom and 
devotion had done to give him good principles. He reigned seventeen years in 
Jerusalem, the city where God put his name, where he had opportunity enough 
to know his duty, if he had but had a heart to do it. His mother was Naamah, an 
Ammonitess; this is twice mentioned, v. 21, 31. It was strange that David would 
marry his son Solomon to an Ammonitess (for it was done while he lived), but it 
is probable that Solomon was in love with her, because she was Naamah, a 
beauty (so it signifies), and his father was loth to cross him, but it proved to have 
a very bad influence upon posterity. He had continual war with Jeroboam (v. 30), 
which could not but be a perpetual uneasiness to him. When he had reigned but 
seventeen years he died, and left his throne to his son. His father, and 
grandfather, and grandson, that reigned well, reigned long, forty years apiece. 
But sin often shortens men’s lives and comforts. Here is much evil said of the 
subjects, both as to their character and their condition. See how wicked and 
profane they were. It is a most sad account that is here given of their apostasy 
from God, v. 22–24. Judah, the only professing people God had in the world, did 
evil in his sight, in contempt and defiance of him and the tokens of his special 
presence with them; they provoked him to jealousy, as the adulterous wife 
provokes her husband by breaking the marriage-covenant. Their fathers had 
been bad enough, especially in the times of the judges, but they did abominable 
things, above all that their fathers had done. Sin exposes, impoverishes, and 
weakens any people. Shishak, king of Egypt, came against them, and so far, 
either by force or surrender, made himself master of Jerusalem itself that he took 
away the treasures both of the temple and of the exchequer, of the house of the 
Lord and of the king’s house, which David and Solomon had amassed, v. 25, 26. 
These, it is likely, tempted him to make his descent; and, to save the rest, 
Rehoboam perhaps tamely surrendered them, as Ahab, ch. 20:4. Great men 
should honour God with their honour, and then they are themselves most 
honoured by it.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 503). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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