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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)
    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)
    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)
    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)
    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)
    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)
    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)
    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)
    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)

   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)
    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. Who was Ben-hadad? Why was he important in this story? What was his 
help to King Asa reinforced with? What was the result of this “treaty”? 
How are God’s gifts to be used? What gifts has He given you that you 
have used to honor Him? Hint: read 2 Chronicles 16:7-9.

2. King Baasha’s acts of assassination and murder were evil, but God 
used them to accomplish His purposes. Read verse 29 to see what 
promise of God this act fulfilled. What had Jeroboam done to provoke 
the anger of the Lord? 

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15- pt. 2
Read 2 Chronicles 16 for a parallel account of  this passage
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 3. Who succeeded Nadab on the throne? Whose example did he follow? 
Was his dynasty pleasing unto the Lord? Why or why not? Who else 
did Baasha kill and why? This fulfilled the Lord’s Word to who? Who 
was it that delivered that message? 

 4. Jeroboam not only sinned, but he opened doors for others to sin in 
Israel. Can you list some of the possible ways we can lead others into 
sin? Have we fallen into sin because of someone else? How can we 
avoid such things? 



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

A flickering lamp. God blessed Judah for David’s sake, just as He 
blesses us for the sake of His beloved Son (Eph. 1:3) and because of the 
faithfulness of those who have gone before us. “Except in the matter of 
Uriah the Hittite”—and what a costly exception that was! Even a man who 
sinned greatly can be restored and become a blessing to others. But the 
lamp of truth was flickering, and Judah’s sins would one day be judged.

An inconsistent ruler. Asa had a wonderful beginning to his reign but a 
disappointing ending. He was courageous enough to cleanse the temple 
of religious prostitutes and purge the land of idols, and he even dethroned 
his own grandmother. But instead of trusting the Lord for victory, he 
robbed the temple and bribed a pagan king to assist him in a war.

A certain judgment. God had promised that the house of Jeroboam 
would be destroyed, and Baasha was the instrument of that judgment. But 
Baasha repeated the sins of Jeroboam! Did he think that he would escape 
punishment? F. von Logau commented, “Though the mills of God grind 
slowly, yet they grind exceeding small.”

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 15:1–
16:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

In this chapter we have an abstract of the history, I. Of two of the kings of 
Judah, Abijam, the days of whose reign were few and evil (v. 1–8), and Asa, 
who reigned well and long (v. 9–24). II. Of two of the kings of Israel, Nadab the 
son of Jeroboam, and Baasha the destroyer of Jeroboam’s house (v. 25–34). 
We have here a short account of the short reign of Abijam the son of 
Rehoboam king of Judah. He makes a better figure, 2 Chr. 13, where we have 
an account of his war with Jeroboam, the speech which he made before the 
armies engaged, and the wonderful victory he obtained by the help of God. 
There he is called Abijah—My father is the Lord, because no wickedness is 
there laid to his charge. But here, where we are told of his faults, Jah, the 
name of God, is, in disgrace to him, taken away from his name, and he is 
called Abijam. See Jer. 22:24. Few particulars are related concerning him. 
Here began his reign in the beginning of Jeroboam’s eighteenth year; for 
Rehoboam reigned but seventeen, ch. 14:21. Jeroboam indeed survived 
Rehoboam, but Rehoboam’s Abijah lived to succeed him and to be a terror to 
Jeroboam, while Jeroboam’s Abijah (whom we read of ch. 14:1) died before 
him. He reigned scarcely three years, for he died before the end of Jeroboam’s 
twentieth year, v. 9. Being made proud and secure by his great victory over 
Jeroboam (2 Chr. 13:21), God cut him off, to make way for his son Asa, who 
would be a better man. His mother’s name was Maachah, the daughter of 
Abishalom, that is, Absalom, David’s son, as I am the rather inclined to think 
because two other of Rehoboam’s wives were his near relations (2 Chr. 11:18), 
one the daughter of Jerimoth, David’s son, and another the daughter of Eliab, 
David’s brother. But, in general, we are told that he was not like David, had no 
hearty affection for the ordinances of God, though, to serve his purpose 
against Jeroboam, he pleaded his possession of the temple and priesthood, as 
that upon which he valued himself, 2 Chr. 13:10–12. Many boast of their 
profession of godliness who are strangers to the power of it, and plead the 
truth of their religion who yet are not true to it. His heart was not perfect with 
the Lord his God. He seemed to have zeal, but he wanted sincerity; he began 
pretty well, but he fell off, and walked in all the sins of his father, followed his 
bad example, though he had seen the bad consequences of it. He that was all 
his days in war ought to have been so wise as to make and keep his peace 
with God, and not to make him his enemy, especially having found him so good 
a friend in his war with Jeroboam, 2 Chr. 13:18.



In verses 9-24, we have here a short account of the reign of Asa; we shall find 
a more copious history of it 2 Chr. 14, 15, and 16. He reigned forty-one years 
in Jerusalem, v. 10. In the account we have of the kings of Judah we find the 
number of the good kings and the bad ones nearly equal; but then we may 
observe, to our comfort, that the reign of the good kings was generally long, 
but that of the bad kings short, the consideration of which will make the state 
of God’s church not altogether so bad within that period as it appears at first 
sight. Length of days is in Wisdom’s right hand. Honour thy father, much more 
thy heavenly Father, that thy days may be long. The general good character of 
it (v. 11): Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, and that is right 
indeed which is so in God’s eyes; those are approved whom he commends. 
He did as did David his father, kept close to God, and to his instituted worship, 
was hearty and zealous for that, which gave him this honourable character, 
that he was like David, though he was not a prophet, or psalmist, as David 
was. If we come up to the graces of those that have gone before us it will be 
our praise with God, though we come short of their gifts. Asa was like David, 
though he was neither such a conqueror nor such an author; for his heart was 
perfect with the Lord all his days (v. 14), that is, he was both cordial and 
constant in his religion. What he did for God he was sincere in, steady and 
uniform, and did it from a good principle, with a single eye to the glory of God. 
Here we see the particular instances of Asa’s piety. His times were times of 
reformation. For, he removed that which was evil. There reformation begins; 
and a great deal of work of that kind his hand found to do. For, though it was 
but twenty years after the death of Solomon that he began to reign, yet very 
gross corruption had spread far and taken deep root. Immorality he first struck 
at: He took away the sodomites out of the land, suppressed the brothels; for 
how can either prince or people prosper while those cages of unclean and 
filthy birds, more dangerous than pest-houses, are suffered to remain? Then 
he proceeded against idolatry: He removed all the idols, even those that his 
father had made, v. 12. His father having made them, he was the more 
concerned to remove them, that he might cut off the entail of the curse, and 
prevent the visiting of that iniquity upon him and his. Nay (which redounds 
much to his honour, and shows his heart was perfect with God), when he 
found idolatry in the court, he rooted it out thence, v. 13. Reformation must 
begin at home. Bad practices will never be suppressed in the country while 
they are supported in the court.
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We now to take a view of the miserable state of Israel, while the kingdom of 
Judah was happy under Asa’s good government. It was threatened that they 
should be as a reed shaken in the water (ch. 14:15), and so they were, when, 
during the single reign of Asa, the government of their kingdom was in six or 
seven different hands, as we find in this and the following chapter. Jeroboam 
was upon the throne in the beginning of his reign and Ahab at the end of it, and 
between them were Nadab, Baasha, Elah, Zimri, Tibni, and Omri, undermining 
and destroying one another. This they got by deserting the house both of God 
and of David. We see the ruin and extirpation of the family of Jeroboam, 
according to the word of the Lord by Ahijah. His son Nadab succeeded him. If 
the death of his brother Abijah had had a due influence upon him to make him 
religious, and the honour done him at his death had engaged him to follow his 
good example, his reign might have been long and glorious; but he walked in the 
way of his father (v. 26), kept up the worship of his calves, and forbade his 
subjects to go up to Jerusalem to worship, sinned and made Israel to sin, and 
therefore God brought ruin upon him quickly, in the second year of his reign. He 
was besieging Gibbethon, a city which the Philistines had taken from the 
Danites, and was endeavouring to re-take it; and there, in the midst of his army, 
did Baasha, with others, conspire against him and kill him, (v. 27), and so little 
interest had he in the affections of his people that his army did not only not 
avenge his death, but chose his murderer for his successor. Whether Baasha did 
it upon a personal pique against Nadab, or to be avenged on the house of 
Jeroboam for some affront received from them, or whether under pretence of 
freeing his country from the tyranny of a bad prince, or whether merely from a 
principle of ambition, to make way for himself to the throne, does not appear; but 
he slew him and reigned in his stead, v. 28. Twenty-four years he reigned (v. 33), 
but showed that it was not from any dislike to Jeroboam’s sin that he destroyed 
his family, but from malice and ambition; for, when he had rooted out the sinner, 
he himself clave to the sin, and walked in the way of Jeroboam (v. 34), though he 
had seen the end of that way; so strangely was his heart hardened with the 
deceitfulness of sin.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 505). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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