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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)

    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)

    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)

    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)

    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)

    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)

    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)

    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)

    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)
   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)

    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1.  Who did the Lord send to deliver His message to Baasha? What was  
that message? What were the two things that Baasha did to bring the 
same consequences to his family as was brought to Jeroboam and his 
family? 

2. How long did Elah reign in Israel? Who was it that fulfilled the Lord’s 
prophecy against Baasha? How was the anger of the Lord provoked 
through Baasha and Elah? Why did Zimri kill not only Baasha’s entire 
family, but all of his friends as well?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 16
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 3. How long was Zimri’s reign? Who did Israel’s army choose to be the 
new king? What was his position? What did Zimri do to make Israel not 
want him to be king? What did Zimri do when he saw that the city was 
taken? What do you think is the reason he did that?

 4. Throughout this chapter, what is told about every successing king? Why 
do you think that is? What are some evidences we are going through 
today that is equal to the same thing that happened then? What must 
we as Christians do to gain the Lord’s blessing on our world today? How 
is that displayed in your life?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary

Whenever the kings or priests led the people into sin, God sent faithful 
prophets to warn them and to call them back to the true worship of 
Jehovah. Jehu was such a prophet; he was not afraid to give God’s 
message of judgment to evil King Baasha. Are we today willing to take our 
stand against evil, or do we just drift with the crowd?

Baasha had imitated Jeroboam’s sins, so he would suffer Jeroboam’s 
judgment (1 Kings 14:7–11). God used Zimri to fulfill His word against 
Baasha. If we do not heed what God says, we must suffer His judgment.

Zimri’s reign was brief. Rather than fall into the hands of Omri and his 
faction, Zimri committed suicide. Omri, too, chose to disobey God and “did 
worse than all who were before him” (v. 25). And one of the worst things 
he did was to leave his son Ahab to reign over Israel.

Ahab married a heathen princess, worshiped a heathen god, and 
provoked the Lord greatly. He made Baal worship a popular religion in 
Israel. Baal was the Canaanite storm god, and his worship was attractive 
to a nation that depended so much on rain. Besides, the rituals involved 
temple prostitute, and that appealed to the baser appetites of the people.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 16:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

This chapter relates wholly to the kingdom of Israel, and the revolutions of that 
kingdom—many in a little time. The utter ruin of Jeroboam’s family, after it had 
been twenty-four years a royal family, we read of in the foregoing chapter. In 
this chapter we have the ruin of Baasha’s family, after it had been but twenty-
six years a royal family, foretold by a prophet (v. 1–7), and executed by Zimri, 
one of his captains (v. 8–14). The seven days’ reign of Zimri, and his sudden 
fall (v. 15–20), and the struggle between Omri and Tibni, and Omri’s 
prevalency, and his reign (v. 21–28). The beginning of the reign of Ahab, of 
whom we shall afterwards read much (v. 29–33), and the rebuilding of Jericho 
(v. 34).  All this while, in Judah, things went well. Here is the ruin of the family 
of Baasha foretold. He was a man likely enough to have raised and established 
his family—active, politic, and daring; but he was an idolater, and this brought 
destruction upon his family. God sent him warning of it before. (1.) That, if he 
were thereby wrought upon to repent and reform, the ruin might be prevented; 
for God threatens, that he may not strike, as one that desires not the death of 
sinners. (2.) That, if not, it might appear that the destruction when it did come, 
whoever might be instruments of it, was the act of God’s justice and the 
punishment of sin. The warning was sent by Jehu the son of Hanani. The 
father was a seer, or prophet, at the same time (2 Chr. 16:7), and was sent to 
Asa king of Judah; but the son, who was young and more active, was sent on 
this longer and more dangerous expedition to Baasha king of Israel. Juniores 
ad labores—Toil and adventure are for the young. This Jehu was a prophet 
and the son of a prophet. Prophecy, thus happily entailed, was worthy of so 
much the more honour. This Jehu continued long in his usefulness, for we find 
him reproving Jehoshaphat (2 Chr. 19:2) above forty years after, and writing 
the annals of that prince, 2 Chr. 20:34. The message which this prophet 
brought to Baasha is much the same with that which Ahijah sent to Jeroboam 
by his wife. He reminds Baasha of the great things God had done for him (v. 2): 
I exalted thee out of the dust to the throne of glory, a great instance of the 
divine sovereignty and power, 1 Sa. 2:8. God calls Israel his people still, 
though wretchedly corrupted, because they retained the covenant of 
circumcision, and there were many good people among them; it was not till 
long after that they were called Loammi, not a people, Hos. 1:9. 



Jehu reminds Baasha of the great things God had done for him (v. 2): I exalted 
thee out of the dust to the throne of glory, a great instance of the divine 
sovereignty and power, 1 Sa. 2:8. God calls Israel his people still, though 
wretchedly corrupted, because they retained the covenant of circumcision, and 
there were many good people among them; it was not till long after that they 
were called Loammi, not a people, Hos. 1:9. Solomon observes (Prov. 28:2) 
that for the transgression of a land many were the princes thereof (so it was 
here in Israel), but by a man of understanding the state thereof shall be 
prolonged—so it was with Judah at the same time under Asa. When men 
forsake God they are out of the way of rest and establishment. Zimri, and 
Tibni, and Omri, are here striving for the crown. Proud aspiring men ruin one 
another, and involve others in the ruin. These confusions end in the settlement 
of Omri; we must therefore take him along with us through this part of the 
story. He was chosen, as the Roman emperors often were, by the army in the 
field, now encamped before Gibbethon. Notice was soon brought thither that 
Zimri had slain their king (v. 16) and set up himself in Tirzah, the royal city, 
whereupon they chose Omri king in the camp, that they might without delay 
avenge the death of Elah upon Zimri. Though he was idle and intemperate, yet 
he was their king, and they would not tamely submit to his murderer, nor let 
the treason go unpunished. He conquered Zimri, who is said to have reigned 
seven days (v. 15), so long before Omri was proclaimed king and himself 
proclaimed traitor; but we may suppose it was a longer time before he died, for 
he continued long enough to show his inclination to the way of Jeroboam, and 
to make himself obnoxious to the justice of God by supporting his idolatry, v. 
19. He also struggled with Tibni, and at length got clear of him: Half of the 
people followed this Tibni (v. 21), probably those who were in Zimri’s interest, 
with whom others joined, who would not have a king chosen in the camp (lest 
he should rule by the sword and a standing army), but in a convention of the 
states. The contest between these two lasted some years, and, it is likely, cost 
a great deal of blood on both sides, for it was in the twenty-seventh year of 
Asa that Omri was first elected (v. 15) and thence the twelve years of his reign 
are to be dated; but it was not till the thirty-first year of Asa that he began to 
reign without a rival; then Tibni died, it is likely in battle, and Omri reigned, v. 
22.
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In verses 29-34, we have here the beginning of the reign of Ahab, of whom we 
have more particulars recorded than of any of the kings of Israel. We have here 
only a general idea given us of him, as the worst of all the kings, that we may 
expect what the particulars will be. He reigned twenty-two years, long enough to 
do a great deal of mischief. He exceeded all his predecessors in wickedness, did 
evil above all that were before him (v. 30), and, as if it were done with a 
particular enmity both to God and Israel, to affront him and ruin them, it is said, 
He did more purposely to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger, and, 
consequently, to send judgments on his land, than all the kings of Israel that 
were before him, v. 33. It was bad with the people when every successive king 
was worse than his predecessor. What would they come to at last? He had seen 
the ruin of other wicked kings and their families; yet, instead of taking warning, 
his heart was hardened and enraged against God by it. He thought it a light thing 
to walk in the sins of Jeroboam, v. 31. It was nothing to break the second 
commandment by image-worship, he would set aside the first also by introducing 
other gods; his little finger should fall heavier upon God’s ordinances than 
Jeroboam’s loins. Making light of less sins makes way for greater, and those that 
endeavour to extenuate other people’s sins will but aggravate their own. He 
married a wicked woman, who he knew would bring in the worship of Baal, and 
seemed to marry her with that design. As if it had been a light thing to walk in the 
sins of Jeroboam, he took to wife Jezebel (v. 31), a zealous idolater, extremely 
imperious and malicious in her natural temper, addicted to witchcrafts and 
whoredoms (2 Ki. 9:22), and every way vicious. He set up the worship of Baal, 
forsook the God of Israel and served the god of the Sidonians, Jupiter instead of 
Jehovah, the sun (so some think), a deified hero of the Phoenicians (so others): 
he was weary of the golden calves, and thought they had been worshipped long 
enough; such vanities were they that those who had been fondest of them at 
length grew sick of them, and, like adulterers, much have variety. He went on to 
build, in defiance of the execution of the curse in part; for, though his eldest son 
died when he began, yet he would proceed in contempt of God and his wrath 
revealed from heaven against his ungodliness. Those whom God curses are 
cursed indeed; none ever hardened his heart against God and prospered. God 
keep us back from presumptuous sins, those great transgressions!

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 506). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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