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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)

    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)

    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)

    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)

    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)

    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)

    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)

    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)

    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)
   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)

    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1.  What message did the Lord have Elijah deliver to the people of Gilead? 
Read James 5:17. What was the reason for the drought? What does 
this say about earnest prayers? Has there been evidence in your life of 
solemn prayers being answered? How was God’s faithfulness shown in 
this?

2. Where did God tell Elijah to go and hide? Why did He send him there? 
What did the Lord want Elijah to experience while in solitude? How 
were Elijah’s needs met while he was alone in the desert? Have you 
experienced a time of seclusion with the Lord? What did the Lord have 
you to experience during this time? How did God meet your needs?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 17
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 3. What promise did Elijah make if the widow would be obedient to God? 
Was that promise fulfilled? Are there any promises in your life that have 
been fulfilled because of your obedience to the Lord? How was your 
gratitude expressed?

 4. What was it that happened that made the widow believe that Elijah was 
a prophet of the Lord? Was it her faith that resuscitated her son? By the 
miraculous supply of food and the ressurection of her son, God provided 
for the widow on every level. Have you ever known “an Elijah” - 
someone who has come alongside and prayed for God’s provision for 
you? Have you ever been an Elijah? Do others see the word of the Lord 
through you?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary

Samuel grew up being recognized as God’s prophet (1 Sam. 3:19–21), 
but Elijah suddenly appeared before Ahab declaring God’s message. The 
drought, for which he had prayed (James 5:17), was Elijah’s declaration of 
war against Ahab, Jezebel, and the storm god Baal. If the king and the 
people had humbled themselves before the Lord, He would have sent rain 
to the land (Deut. 11:13–17; 2 Chron. 7:12–15), but most of the nation 
trusted Baal, not Jehovah.

The drought had three more years to go (1 Kings 18:1; Luke 4:25), and 
God took care of His faithful servant (Ps. 37:3–6). During that time of 
“retirement,” God led him, fed him, and enabled him to help others, 
including a gentile widow (Luke 4:25–26). When we walk by faith, God 
supplies our needs and opens doors of opportunity for us.

Be sure to trust the Provider and not the provision. Brooks dry up, but 
God never fails.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 17:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

So sad was the character both of the princes and people of Israel, as 
described in the foregoing chapter, that one might have expected God would 
cast off a people that had so cast him off; but, as an evidence to the contrary, 
never was Israel so blessed with a good prophet as when it was so plagued 
with a bad king. Never was king so bold to sin as Ahab; never was prophet so 
bold to reprove and threaten as Elijah, whose story begins in this chapter and 
is full of wonders. Scarcely any part of the Old-Testament history shines 
brighter than this history of the spirit and power of Elias; he only, of all the 
prophets, had the honour of Enoch, the first prophet, to be translated, that he 
should not see death, and the honour of Moses, the great prophet, to attend 
our Saviour in his transfiguration. Other prophets prophesied and wrote, he 
prophesied and acted, but wrote nothing; but his actions cast more lustre on 
his name than their writings did on theirs. In this chapter we have, I. His 
prediction of a famine in Israel, through the want of rain (v. 1). II. The provision 
made for him in that famine, 1. By the ravens at the brook Cherith (v. 2–7). 2. 
When that failed, by the widow at Zarephath, who received him in the name of 
a prophet and had a prophet’s reward; for (1.) He multiplied her meal and her 
oil (v. 8–16). (2.) He raised her dead son to life (v. 17–24). Thus his story 
begins with judgments and miracles, designed to awaken that stupid 
generation that had to deeply corrupted themselves. The history of Elijah 
begins somewhat abruptly. Usually, when a prophet enters, we have some 
account of his parentage, are told whose son he was and of what tribe; but 
Elijah drops (so to speak) out of the clouds, as if, like Melchisedek, he were 
without father, without mother, and without descent, which made some of the 
Jews fancy that he was an angel sent from heaven; but the apostle has 
assured us that he was a man subject to like passions as we are (James 5:17), 
which perhaps intimates, not only that he was liable to the common infirmities 
of human nature, but that, by his natural temper, he was a man of strong 
passions, more hot and eager than most men, and therefore the more fit to 
deal with the daring sinners of the age he lived in: so wonderfully does God 
suit men to the work he designs them for. Rough spirits are called to rough 
services. The reformation needed such a man as Luther to break the ice. 
Observe, the prophet’s name: Elijahu—”My God Jehovah is he” (so it signifies), 
“is he who sends me and will own me and bear me out, is he to whom I would 
bring Israel back and who alone can effect that great work.” 



Two things we have an account of here in the beginning of his story:  I. How 
he foretold a famine, a long and grievous famine, with which Israel should be 
punished for their sins. That fruitful land, for want of rain, should be turned into 
barrenness, for the iniquity of those that dwelt therein. He went and told Ahab 
this; did not whisper it to the people, to make them disaffected to the 
government, but proclaimed it to the king, in whose power it was to reform the 
land, and so to prevent the judgment. It is probable that he reproved Ahab for 
his idolatry and other wickedness, and told him that unless he repented and 
reformed this judgment would be brought upon his land. There should be 
neither dew nor rain for some years, none but according to my word, that is, 
“Expect none till you hear from me again.” The apostle teaches us to 
understand this, not only of the word of prophecy, but the word of prayer, 
which turned the key of the clouds, James 5:17, 18.  We also see how he was 
himself taken care of in that famine. 1. How he was hidden. God bade him go 
and hide himself by the brook Cherith, v. 3. This was intended, not so much for 
his preservation, for it does not appear that Ahab immediately sought his life, 
but as a judgment to the people, to whom, if he had publicly appeared, he 
might have been a blessing both by his instructions and his intercession, and 
so have shortened the days of their calamity; but God had determined it 
should last three years and a half, and therefore, so long, appointed Elijah to 
abscond, that he might not be solicited to revoke the sentence, the execution 
of which he had said should be according to his word. When God speaks 
concerning a nation, to pluck up and destroy, he finds some way or other to 
remove those that would stand in the gap to turn away his wrath. We see the 
account of the further protection Elijah was taken under, and the further 
provision made for him in his retirement. At destruction and famine he shall 
laugh that has God for his friend to guard and maintain him. The brook Cherith 
is dried up, but God’s care of his people, and kindness to them, never slacken, 
never fail, but are still the same, are still continued and drawn out to those that 
know him, Ps. 36:10. When the brook was dried up Jordan was not; why did 
not God send him thither? Surely because he would show that he has a 
variety of ways to provide for his people and is not tied to any one. God will 
now provide for him where he shall have some company and opportunity of 
usefulness, and not be, as he had been, buried alive. The place he is sent to, 
to Zarephath, or Sarepta, a city of Sidon, out of the borders of the land of 
Israel, v. 9.
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Elijah was hated and driven out by his countrymen; therefore, lo, he turns to the 
Gentiles, as the apostles were afterwards ordered to do, Acts 18:6. But why to a 
city of Sidon? Perhaps because the worship of Baal, which was now the crying 
sin of Israel, came lately thence with Jezebel, who was a Sidonian (ch. 16:31); 
therefore thither he shall go, that thence may be fetched the destroyer of that 
idolatry, “Even out of Sidon have I called my prophet, my reformer.” Jezebel was 
Elijah’s greatest enemy; yet, to show her the impotency of her malice, God will 
find a hiding-place for him even in her country. Christ never went among the 
Gentiles except once into the coast of Sidon, Mt. 15:21. The person that is 
appointed to entertain him, not one of the rich merchants or great men, of Sidon, 
not such a one as Obadiah, that was governor of Ahab’s house and fed the 
prophets; but a poor widow woman, destitute and desolate, is commanded (that 
is, is made both able and willing) to sustain him. It is God’s way, and it is his 
glory, to make use of the weak and foolish things of the world and put honour 
upon them. He is, in a special manner, the widows’ God, and feeds them, and 
therefore they must study what they shall render to him. We have recompence 
made to the widow for her kindness to the prophet; as if it were a small thing to 
be kept alive, her son, when dead, is restored to life, and so restored to her. It 
appears he was her only son, the comfort of her widowed estate. He was fed 
miraculously, and yet that did not secure him from sickness and death. Your 
fathers did eat manna, and are dead, but there is bread of which a man may eat 
and not die, which was given for the life of the world, Jn. 6:49, 50. The affliction 
was to this widow as a thorn in the flesh, lest she should be lifted up above 
measure with the favours that were done her and the honours that were put 
upon her. She was nurse to a great prophet. See the power of prayer and the 
power of him that hears prayer, who kills and makes alive. Elijah brought him to 
his mother, who, we may suppose, could scarcely believe her own eyes, and 
therefore Elijah assures her it is her own: “It is thy son that liveth; see it is thy 
own, and not another,” v. 23. The good woman hereupon cries out, Now I know 
that thou art a man of God; though she knew it before, by the increase of her 
meal, yet the death of her child she took so unkindly that she began to question 
it (a good man surely would not serve her so); but now she was abundantly 
satisfied that he had both the power and goodness of a man of God, and will 
never doubt of it again, but give up herself to the direction of his word and the 
worship of the God of Israel. Thus the death of the child (like that of Lazarus, Jn. 
11:4) was for the glory of God and the honour of his prophet.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 508). Peabody: Hendrickson.

9  


