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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)

    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)

    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)

    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)

    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)

    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)

    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)

    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)

    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)
   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)

    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1.  Why, do you think, did Jezebel try to kill all of the Lord’s prophets? What 
“gods” can you think of that are being worshipped in today’s culture?
Who was it that hid the prophets in caves? What was it that made 
Obadiah afraid to tell King Ahab Elijah was coming to see him? 

2. Why is Elijah challenging the Baal prophets? How many Baal prophets 
were there? What was the challenge? Why do you think Elijah used so 
much water on his offering? How long did the prophets call on the 
name of Baal? What was the result? Have you ever or known of one 
who has challenged those opposed to God? What was the outcome? 
How was the Lord glorified?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 18
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 3. After God answered by fire, what did the people do? What did Elijah do 
to the prophets of Baal after the fire contest? What does this 
conclusively demonstrate that our Lord has control over? Read Psalm 
18:12-14 and Habakkuk 3:11 to see other instances of God’s brilliance.

 4. What was Elijah’s actions expressing by his “bowing down to the ground 
and putting his face between his knees” when he prayed for rain? Was 
he expecting his prayer to be answered? Do you pray expectantly, 
anticipating an answer to your prayers? Read John 14:13-14 to see 
what Jesus said about prayer.



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

Searching for water. Ahab’s capital city suffered severely, but the 
godless rulers did not repent. It takes more than suffering to break a 
proud heart; it takes hearing and yielding to the word of God. But Ahab 
and Jezebel tried to silence God’s word by killing God’s prophets. They 
showed more concern for their animals than for their people. When a 
nation’s leaders have their priorities confused, the nation will suffer 
greatly.

Searching for Elijah. Ahab wanted to kill Elijah (v. 10), but God protected 
His servant. To Ahab, Elijah was an enemy (1 Kings 21:20), but Ahab was 
his own worst enemy. We commend Obadiah for protecting the prophets, 
but that was not the final solution. Israel had to make a decision between 
Baal and Jehovah (Josh. 24:14–21).

Searching for God. Baal was the storm god, so he should have been 
able to send rain, but he failed. Elijah rebuked the people (v. 21), repaired 
the altar (v. 30), and relied on the Lord (vv. 36–37), and God revealed 
Himself by sending fire (v. 38). In response to Elijah’s prayer, God sent 
rain. Elijah was the man of the hour: he honored God, and God honored 
him.

Some may ask, “Where is the LORD God of Elijah?” (2 Kings 2:14). 
Perhaps the better question is, Where are the Elijahs?

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 18:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

We left the prophet Elijah wrapt up in obscurity. It does not appear that either 
the increase of the provision or the raising of the child had caused him to be 
taken notice of at Zarephath, for then Ahab would have discovered him; he 
would rather do good than be known to do it. But in this chapter his 
appearance was as public as before his retirement was close; the days 
appointed for his concealment (which was part of the judgment upon Israel) 
being finished, he is not commanded to show himself to Ahab, and to expect 
rain upon the earth (v. 1). Pursuant to this order we have here, I. His interview 
with Obadiah, one of Ahab’s servants, by whom he sends notice to Ahab of his 
coming (v. 2–16). II. His interview with Ahab himself (v. 17–20). III. His 
interview with all Israel upon Mount Carmel, in order to a public trial of titles 
between the Lord and Baal; a most distinguished solemnity it was, in which, 1. 
Baal and his prophets were confounded. 2. God and Elijah were honoured (v. 
21–39). IV. The execution he did upon the prophets of Baal (v. 40). V. The 
return of the mercy of rain, at the word of Elijah (v. 41–46). It is a chapter in 
which are many things very observable. In verses 1-16, we find the sad state of 
Israel at this time, upon two accounts - (1) Jezebel cut off the prophets of the 
Lord (v. 4), slew them, v. 13. Being an idolater, she was a persecutor, and 
made Ahab one. Even in those bad times, when the calves were worshipped 
and the temple at Jerusalem deserted, yet there were some good people that 
feared God and served him, and some good prophets that instructed them in 
the knowledge of him and assisted them in their devotions. The priests and the 
Levites had all gone to Judah and Jerusalem (2 Chr. 11:13, 14), but, instead of 
them, God raised up these prophets, who read and expounded the law in 
private meetings, or in the families that retained their integrity, for we read not 
of any synagogues at this time; they had not the spirit of prophecy as Elijah, 
nor did they offer sacrifice, or burn incense, but taught people to live well, and 
keep close to the God of Israel. These Jezebel aimed to extirpate, and put 
many of them to death, which was as much a public calamity as a public 
iniquity, and threatened the utter ruin of religion’s poor remains in Israel. Those 
few that escaped the sword were forced to abscond, and hide themselves in 
caves, where they were buried alive and cut off, though not from life, yet from 
usefulness, which is the end and comfort of life; and, when the prophets were 
persecuted and driven into corners, no doubt their friends, those few good 
people that were in the land, were treated in like manner.



Yet, bad as things were, there was one very good man, who was a great man 
at court, Obadiah, who answered his name—a servant of the Lord, one who 
feared God and was faithful to him, and yet was steward of the household to 
Ahab. Observe his character: He feared the Lord greatly (v. 3), was not only a 
good man, but zealously and eminently good; his great place put a lustre upon 
his goodness, and gave him great opportunities of doing good; and he feared 
the Lord from his youth (v. 12), he began betimes to be religious and had 
continued long. (2.) This great good man used his power for the protection of 
God’s prophets. He hid 100 of them in two caves, when the persecution was 
hot, and fed them with bread and water, v. 4. He did not think it enough to fear 
God himself, but, having wealth and power wherewith to do it, he thought 
himself obliged to assist and countenance others that feared God; nor did he 
think his being kind to them would excuse him from being good himself, but he 
did both, he both feared God greatly himself and patronised those that feared 
him likewise. See how wonderfully God raises up friends for his ministers and 
people, for their shelter in difficult times, even where one would least expect 
them. We see the meeting between Ahab and Elijah, as bad a king as ever the 
world was plagued with and as good a prophet as ever the church was 
blessed with. 1. Ahab, like himself, basely accused Elijah. He durst not strike 
him, remembering that Jeroboam’s hand withered when it was stretched out 
against a prophet, but gave him bad language, which was no less an affront to 
him that sent him. It was a very coarse compliment with which he accosted 
him at the first word: Art thou he that troubleth Israel? v. 17. How unlike was 
this to that with which his servant Obadiah saluted him (v. 7): Art thou that my 
lord Elijah? Obadiah feared God greatly; Ahab had sold himself to work 
wickedness; and both discovered their character by the manner of their 
address to the prophet. One may guess how people stand affected to God by 
observing how they stand affected to his people and ministers. Elijah now 
came to bring blessings to Israel, tidings of the return of the rain; yet he was 
thus affronted. Had it been true that he was the troubler of Israel, Ahab, as 
king, would have been bound to animadvert upon him. There are those who 
trouble Israel by their wickedness, whom the conservators of the public peace 
are concerned to enquire after. But it was utterly false concerning Elijah; so far 
was he from being an enemy to Israel’s welfare that he as the stay of it, the 
chariots and horsemen of Israel. 
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Ahab and the people expected that Elijah would, in this solemn assembly, bless 
the land, and pray for rain; but he had other work to do first. The people must be 
brought to repent and reform, and then they may look for the removal of the 
judgment, but not till then. This is the right method. God will first prepare our 
heart, and then cause his ear to hear, will first turn us to Him, and then turn to 
us, Ps. 10:17; 80:3. Deserters must not look for God’s favour till they return to 
their allegiance. Elijah might have looked for rain seventy times seven times, and 
not have seen it, if he had not thus begun his work at the right end. Three years 
and a half’s famine would not bring them back to God. Elijah would endeavour to 
convince their judgments, and no doubt it was by special warrant and direction 
from heaven that he put the controversy between God and Baal upon a public 
trial. Elijah reproved the people for mixing the worship of God and the worship of 
Baal together. Not only some Israelites worshipped God and others Baal, but the 
same Israelites sometimes worshipped one and sometimes the other. This he 
calls (v. 21) halting between two opinions, or thoughts. They worshipped God to 
please the prophets, but worshipped Baal to please Jezebel and curry favour at 
court. They thought to trim the matter, and play on both sides, as the 
Samaritans, 2 Ki. 17:33. Now Elijah shows them the absurdity of this. He does 
not insist upon their relation to Jehovah—”Is he not yours, and the God of your 
fathers, while Baal is the god of the Sidonians? And will a nation change their 
god?” Jer. 2:11. No, he waives the prescription, and enters upon the merits of the 
cause:—”There can be but one God, but one infinite and but one supreme: there 
needs but one God, one omnipotent, one all-sufficient. What occasion for 
addition to that which is perfect? Now if, upon trial, it appears that Baal is that 
one infinite omnipotent Being, that one supreme Lord and all-sufficient 
benefactor, you ought to renounce Jehovah and cleave to Baal only: but, if 
Jehovah be that one God, Baal is a cheat, and you must have no more to do 
with him.” Israel being thus far reformed that they had acknowledged the Lord to 
be God, and had consented to the execution of Baal’s prophets, that they might 
not seduce them any more, though this was far short of a thorough reformation, 
yet it was so far accepted that God thereupon opened the bottles of heaven, and 
poured out blessings upon his land, that very evening (as it should seem) on 
which they did this good work, which should have confirmed them in their 
reformation; see Hag. 2:18, 19. God’s ministers should make it appear that, how 
great soever they look when they deliver God’s message, yet they are far from 
affecting worldly grandeur: let them leave that to the kings of the earth.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 511). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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