
1 Kings 19

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)

    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)

    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)

    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)

    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)

    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)

    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)

    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)

    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)
   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)

    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1.  Why did Elijah leave Jezreel and flee to Beersheba? Why was he so 
frightened? How was this contrary to what he had told the widow at 
Zarephath in the previous chapter?

2. How was Elijah’s physical needs met? How long did that nourishment 
have to sustain him as he journeyed? In what ways has the Lord met 
your physical needs? Did you recognize them as coming from God?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 19
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 3. Why did the Lord ask Elijah what he was doing there in the cave? Didn’t 
He already know the answer to that question? How has the Lord 
ministered to you when you are “hiding in a cave”?

 4.  What was it that the “still small voice” of God told Elijah to do? Did he 
fulfill that command? What was Elisha’s response? 



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

The “Elijah complex” can rob you of power and joy, so beware! Elijah went 
from victory to defeat because he started walking by sight and not by faith 
(v. 3). He believed the queen’s words but not God’s word, and he forgot 
how God had cared for him for three and a half years. Fear replaced faith, 
and he ran for his life.

He became concerned about saving himself rather than giving himself 
(Mark 8:34–38; John 12:23–28). Note the sequence: “your life” (v. 2), “his 
life” (v. 3), “my life” (v. 4). If he had said, “Take my life,” as an act of 
surrender to God, the Lord would have worked in power; but his “Take my 
life” was a confession of pride and defeat. Beware when you think you are 
the only faithful one left!

God taught Elijah that He does not always work in the dramatic big 
events, such as the contest on Mount Carmel, but that He works by 
means of a “still small voice,” ministries that are neither big nor loud. 
Elijah was not forsaken, for God was with him. He was not alone, for 
seven thousand people had not bowed to Baal. His work would go on, for 
God had a young man ready to take his place.

We need to obey these words: “Do not be afraid; only believe” (Mark 
5:36).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 19:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

We left Elijah at the entrance of Jezreel, still appearing publicly, and all the 
people’s eyes upon him. In this chapter we have him again absconding, and 
driven into obscurity, at a time when he could ill be spared; but we are to look 
upon it as a punishment to Israel for the insincerity and inconstancy of their 
reformation. When people will not learn it is just with God to remove their 
teachers into corners. Now observe, I. How he was driven into banishment by 
the malice of Jezebel his sworn enemy (v. 1–3). II. How he was met, in his 
banishment, by the favour of God, his covenant-friend. 1. How God fed him (v. 
4–8). 2. How he conversed with him, and manifested himself to him (v. 9, 11–
13), heard his complaint (v. 10–14), directed him what to do (v. 15–17), and 
encouraged him (v. 18). III. How his hands were strengthened, at his return out 
of banishment, by the joining of Elisha with him (v. 19–21). One would have 
expected, after such a public and sensible manifestation of the glory of God 
and such a clear decision of the controversy depending between him and Baal, 
to the honour of Elijah, the confusion of Baal’s prophets, and the universal 
satisfaction of the people—after they had seen both fire and water come from 
heaven at the prayer of Elijah, and both in mercy to them, the one as it 
signified the acceptance of their offering, the other as it refreshed their 
inheritance, which was weary—that now they would all, as one man, return to 
the worship of the God of Israel and take Elijah for their guide and oracle, that 
he would thenceforward be prime-minister of state, and his directions would be 
as laws both to king and kingdom. But it is quite otherwise; he is neglected 
whom God honoured; no respect is paid to him, nor care taken of him, nor any 
use made of him, but, on the contrary, the land of Israel, to which he had been, 
and might have been, so great a blessing, is now made too hot for him. 1. 
Ahab incensed Jezebel against him. That queen-consort, it seems, was in 
effect queen-regent, as she was afterwards when she was queen-dowager, an 
imperious woman that managed king and kingdom and did what she would. 
Ahab’s conscience would not let him persecute Elijah (some remains he had in 
him of the blood and spirit of an Israelite, which tied his hands), but he told 
Jezebel all that Elijah had done (v. 1), not ton convince, but to exasperate her. 
It is not said he told her what God had done, but what Elijah had done, as if he, 
by some spell or charm, had brought fire from heaven, and the hand of the 
Lord had not been in it. Especially he represented to her, as that which would 
make her outrageous against him, that he had slain the prophets; the prophets 
of Baal he calls the prophets, as if none but they were worthy of the name. His 
heart was set upon them, and he aggravated the slaying of them as Elijah’s 
crime, without taking notice that it was a just reprisal upon Jezebel for killing 
God’s prophets, ch. 18:4.



In verses 9-18, we see that Elijah housed in a cave at Mount Horeb, which is 
called the mount of God, because on it God had formerly manifested his glory. 
And perhaps this was the same cave, or cleft of a rock, in which Moses was 
hidden when the Lord passed by before him and proclaimed his name, Ex. 
33:22. What Elijah proposed to himself in coming to lodge here, I cannot 
conceive, unless it was to indulge his melancholy, or to satisfy his curiosity and 
assist his faith and devotion with the sight of that famous place where the law 
was given and where so many great things were done, and hoping to meet 
with God himself there, where Moses met with him, or in token of his 
abandoning his people Israel, who hated to be reformed (in the latter case, it 
agrees with Jeremiah’s wish, Jer. 9:2, O that I had in the wilderness a lodging 
place of wayfaring men, that I might leave my people, and go from them, for 
they are all adulterers) and so it was a bad omen of God’s forsaking them; or it 
was because the thought he could not be safe any where else, and to this 
instance of the hardships this good man was reduced to the apostle refers, 
Heb. 11:38. They wandered in deserts and in mountains, and in dens and 
caves of the earth. The visit God paid to him there and the enquiry he made 
concerning him: The word of the Lord came to him. We cannot go any where 
to be out of the reach of God’s eye, his arm, and his word. Whither can I flee 
from thy Spirit? Ps. 139:7, etc. God will take care of his out-casts; and those 
who, for his sake, are driven out from among men, he will find, and own, and 
gather with everlasting loving-kindnesses. John saw the visions of the 
Almighty when he was in banishment in the isle of Patmos, Rev. 1:9. The 
question God puts to the prophet it, What doest thou here, Elijah? v. 9, and 
again v. 13. This is a reproof for his fleeing hither. “What brings thee so far 
from home? Dost thou flee from Jezebel? Couldst thou not depend upon 
almighty power for thy protection?” Lay the emphasis upon the pronoun thou. 
“What thou! So great a man, so great a prophet, so famed for resolution—dost 
thou flee thy country, forsake thy colours thus?” This cowardice would have 
been more excusable in another, and not so bad an example. Should such a 
man as I flee? Neh. 6:11. Howl, fir-trees, if the cedars be thus shaken. “What 
doest thou here, in this cave? Is this a place for a prophet of the Lord to lodge 
in? Is this a time for such men to retreat, when the public has such need of 
them?” In the retirement to which God sent Elijah (ch. 17) he was a blessing to 
a poor widow at Sarepta, but here he had no opportunity of doing good. Note, 
It concerns us often to enquire whether we be in our place and in the way of 
our duty. “Am I where I should be, whither God calls me, where my business 
lies, and where I may be useful?”
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Elisha was named last in the orders God gave to Elijah, but he was first called, 
for by him the other two were to be called. He must come in Elijah’s room; yet 
Elijah is forward to raise him, and is far from being jealous of his successor, but 
rejoices to think that he shall leave the work of God in such good hands. 
Concerning the call of Elisha observe that it was an unexpected surprising call. 
Elijah found him by divine direction, or perhaps he was before acquainted with 
him and knew where to find him. He found him, not in the schools of the 
prophets, but in the field, not reading, nor praying, nor sacrificing, but ploughing, 
v. 19. Though a great man (as appears by his feast, v. 21), master of the ground, 
and oxen, and servants, yet he did not think it any disparagement to him to 
follow his business himself, and not only to inspect his servants, but himself to 
lay his hand to the plough. Idleness is no man’s honour, nor is husbandry any 
man’s disgrace. An honest calling in the world does not at all put us out of the 
way of our heavenly calling, any more than it did Elisha, who was taken from 
following the plough the feed Israel and to sow the seed of the word, as the 
apostles were taken from fishing to catch men. Elisha enquired not after Elijah, 
but was anticipated with this call. We love God, and choose him, because he 
chose us, and loved us, first. This call is a powerfull call…Elijah did but cast his 
mantle upon him. (v. 19), in token of friendship, that he would take him under his 
care and tuition as he did under his mantle, and to be one with him in the same 
clothes, or in token of his being clothed with the spirit of Elijah (now he put some 
of his honour upon him, as Moses on Joshua, Num. 27:20); but, when Elijah 
went to heaven, he had the mantle entire, 2 Ki. 2:13. And immediately he left the 
oxen to go as they would, and ran after Elijah, and assured him that he would 
follow him presently, v. 20. An invisible hand touched his heart, and 
unaccountably inclined him by a secret power, without any external persuasions, 
to quit his husbandry and give himself to the ministry. It is in a day of power that 
Christ’s subjects are made willing (Ps. 110:3), nor would any come to Christ 
unless they were thus drawn. Elisha came to a resolution presently, but begged 
a little time, not to ask leave, but only to take leave, of his parents. It is of great 
advantage to young ministers to spend some time under the direction of those 
that are aged and experienced, whose years teach wisdom, and not to think 
much, if occasion be, to minister to them. Those that would be fit to teach must 
have time to learn; and those that hope hereafter to rise and rule must be willing 
at first to stoop and serve.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 513). Peabody: Hendrickson.

9  


