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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline
Solomon

   Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
   David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
   Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
   Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
   Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
   Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)

   Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
   Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
   Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
   Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
   Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)
   Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)
   Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)
   Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)
   Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)
   Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)
   Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)
   Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)
   Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)

Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

   Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)
   Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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1. In verse three, what four requirements of the Lord did David tell 
Solomon he must keep? What promise is given if these conditions are 
kept? How are we to walk in these commands? How is that evident in 
our lives?  What promises are given to us when we walk in His ways? 

 2. Why did Solomon spare Abiathar’s life? Those that show kindness to 
God’s people will have it remembered to their advantage one time or 
another. In what ways do we minister to others? What blessings are 
received when we do this? How is God magnified through this?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 2
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 3. When Joab heard of Abiathar’s dismissal, he fled to the horns of the 
altar for refuge. Where is our mercy found? In what ways is that grace 
displayed to us when we truly seek forgiveness? How can we show the 
same kindness to others?

  4. We know that Solomon was a man with great wisdom. A life of wisdom 
is centered in Christ (read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; 2 Peter 3:18), and in 
Scripture (read Colossians 3:16; 2 Timothy 3:14-16). Only in the 
message of the cross and in Christ do we understand His divine 
wisdom. How is God’s wisdom revealed through man’s foolishness? 
Does that wisdom ring true in your life?
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With the Word Bible Commentary

The king died. Death is an appointment we all must keep (Heb. 9:27), 
unless the Lord comes to take us home (1 Cor. 15:51ff.). Before he died, 
David gave Solomon wise counsel about the men who were a threat to 
the throne. It is good to know where the enemy is hiding. David had 
served his generation well (Acts 13:36).

The usurper died. Adonijah still wanted the throne and almost tricked 
Bathsheba into helping him. Since Abishag was one of David’s 
concubines, claiming her would be the same as claiming the throne. 
Adonijah had planned a wedding, but he ended up at a funeral.

The murderer died. Abiathar and Joab were both traitors, but Abiathar 
was spared because he was a priest. However, the exile removed the 
descendants of Eli from office as had been predicted years before (1 
Sam. 2:30–35). Joab paid for murdering three men and also for his 
treachery to David. Benaiah was a priest (1 Chron. 27:5), but he was one 
of David’s mighty men and Joab’s successor as head of the army.

The accuser died. (See 2 Sam. 16:5–14; 19:18–23.) Had Shimei obeyed 
orders, he would have lived, but he defied the king and lost his life.

How true is the declaration: 
“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne” (Ps. 97:2).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 2:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

In this chapter we have David setting and Solomon at the same time rising. I. 
The conclusion of David’s reign with his life. 1. The charge he gives to 
Solomon upon his death-bed, in general, to serve God (v. 1–4), in particular, 
concerning Joab, Barzillai, and Shimei (v. 5–9). 2. His death and burial, and the 
years of his reign (v. 10, 11). II. The beginning of Solomon’s reign (v. 12). 
Though he was to be a prince of peace, he began his reign with some 
remarkable acts of justice, 1. Upon Adonijah, whom he put to death for his 
aspiring pretensions (v. 13–25). 2. Upon Abiathar, whom he deposed from the 
high priesthood for siding with Adonijah (v. 26, 27). 3. Upon Joab, who he put 
to death for his late treasons and former murders (v. 28–35). 4. Upon Shimei, 
whom, for cursing David, he confined to Jerusalem (v. 36–38), and three years 
after, for transgressing the rules, put to death (v. 39–46). David, that great and 
good man, is here a dying man (v. 1), and a dead man, (v. 10). It is well there is 
another life after this, for death stains all the glory of this, and lays it in the dust.
We have here the charge and instructions which David, when he was dying, 
gave to Solomon, his son and declared successor. He feels himself declining, 
and is not backward to own it, nor afraid to hear or speak of dying: I go the way 
of all the earth, v. 2. Heb. I am walking in it. Note, Death is a way; not only a 
period of this life, but a passage to a better. It is the way of all the earth, of all 
mankind who dwell on earth, and are themselves earth, and therefore must 
return to their earth. Even the sons and heirs of heaven must go the way of all 
the earth, they must needs die; but they walk with pleasure in this way, through 
the valley of the shadow of death, Ps. 23:4. Prophets, and even kings, must go 
this way to brighter light and honour than prophecy or sovereignty. David is 
going this way, and therefore gives Solomon directions what to do. He charges 
him, in general, to keep God’s commandments and to make conscience of his 
duty, v. 2–4. He prescribes to him, (1.) A good rule to act by—the divine will: 
“Govern thyself by that.” David’s charge to him is to keep the charge of the 
Lord his God. The authority of a dying father is much, but nothing to that of a 
living God. There are great trusts which we are charged with by the Lord our 
God—let us keep them carefully, as those that must give account; and 
excellent statutes, which we must be ruled by—let us also keep them. The 
written word is our rule. Solomon must himself do as was written in the law of 
Moses.



David was buried in the city of David, not in the burying place of his father, as 
Saul was, but in his own city, which he was the founder of. There were set the 
thrones, and there the tombs, of the house of David. Now David, after he had 
served his own generation, by the will of God, fell asleep, and was laid to his 
fathers, and saw corruption, Acts 13:36, and see Acts 2:29. His epitaph may 
be taken from 2 Sa. 23:1. Here lies David the son of Jesse, the man who was 
raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of 
Israel, adding his own words (Ps. 16:9), My flesh also shall rest in hope. Next 
we see Solomon’s accession to the throne, v. 12. He came to it much more 
easily and peaceably than David did, and much sooner saw his government 
established. It is happy for a kingdom when the end of one good reign is the 
beginning of another, as it was here. His just and necessary removal of 
Adonijah his rival, in order to the establishment of his throne. Adonijah had 
made some bold pretensions to the crown, but was soon obliged to let them 
fail and throw himself upon Solomon’s mercy, who dismissed him upon his 
good behaviour, and, had he been easy, he might have been safe. But here 
we have him betraying himself into the hands of Solomon’s justice, and falling 
by it, the righteous God leaving him to himself, that he might be punished for 
his former treason and that Solomon’s throne might be established. Many thus 
ruin themselves, because they know not when they are well off, or well done 
to; and sinners, by presuming on God’s patience, treasure up wrath to 
themselves. Now observe, Adonijah’s treasonable project, which was to marry 
Abishag, David’s concubine, not because he was in love with her, but 
because, by her, he hoped to renew his claim to the crown, which might stand 
him in stead, or because it was then looked upon as a branch of the 
government to have the wives of the predecessor, 2 Sa. 12:8. Absalom 
thought his pretensions much supported by lying with his father’s concubines. 
Adonijah flatters himself that if he may succeed him in his bed, especially with 
the best of his wives, he may by that means step up to succeed him in his 
throne. Restless and turbulent spirits reach high. It was but a small game to 
play at, as it should seem, yet he hoped to make it an after-game for the 
kingdom, and now to gain that by a wife which he could not gain by force. 
Solomon’s wisdom did not see it needful to examine the matter any further; it 
was plain enough that Adonijah aimed at the crown, and Solomon could not be 
safe while he lived. Ambitious turbulent spirits commonly prepare for 
themselves the instruments of death. Many a head has been lost by catching 
at a crown.



Abiathar and Joab were both aiding and abetting in Adonijah’s rebellious 
attempt, and it is probable were at the bottom of this new motion made of 
Adonijah for Abishag, and it should seem Solomon knew it, v. 22. This was, in 
both, an intolerable affront both to God and to the government, and the worse 
because of their high station and the great influence their examples might 
have upon many. They therefore come next to be reckoned with. They are 
both equally guilty of the treason, but, in the judgment passed upon them, a 
difference is made and with good reason. Abiathar, in consideration of his old 
services, is only degraded, v. 26, 27.  Solomon convicts him, and by his great 
wisdom finds him guilty: “Thou art worthy of death, for joining with Adonijah, 
when thou knewest on whose head God intended to set the crown.” Joab, in 
consideration of his old sins, is put to death. His guilty conscience sent him to 
the horns of the altar. He heard that Adonijah was executed and Abiathar 
deposed, and therefore, fearing his turn would be next, he fled for refuge to 
the altar. Many that, in the day of their security, care not for the service of the 
altar, will be glad of the protection of it in the day of their distress. Some think 
Joab designed thereby to devote himself for the future to a constant 
attendance upon the altar, hoping thereby to obtain his pardon, as some that 
have lived a dissolute life all their days have thought to atone for their crimes 
by retiring into a monastery when they are old, leaving the world when it has 
left them and no thanks to them. Solomon ordered him to be put to death 
there for the murder of Abner and Amasa; for these were the crimes upon 
which he thought fit to ground the sentence, rather than upon his treasonable 
adherence to Adonijah. It is a comfort, in reference to the enmity of the 
church’s enemies, that, how much soever they rage, it is a vain thing they 
imagine. Christ’s throne is established, and they cannot shake it. All judgment 
is committed to the Lord Jesus, and, though he be King of peace, he will be 
found a King of righteousness; and this will shortly be his word of command 
concerning all his enemies, that would not have him to reign over them: Bring 
them forth, and slay them before me; the reproaches of those that 
blasphemed him will fall on themselves, to their eternal condemnation.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
complete and unabridged in one volume (p. 484). Peabody: Hendrickson.


