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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)

    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)

    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)

    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)

    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)

    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)

    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)

    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)

    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)
   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)

    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. Why was King Ahab willing to give up the royal treasures and even his 
family to Ben-hadad? Why, do you think, Ben-hadad wasn’t satisfied 
with the first request and demanded more? How did the elders of the 
land tell the King to respond?

2. Who was it that delivered the message from the Lord to King Ahab? 
What was the message? What did God want the people to know by 
delivering the Aramean army into their hands? Has He brought you 
through something that made you know that it was His hand and His 
grace that held you?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 20
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 3. What did Ben-hadad’s officers tell him that prompted a second attack? 
What did the man of God tell King Ahab this time? Did the word he 
brought him come to fruition? 

 4.  What were the instructions of the Lord to King Ahab about Ben-hadad? 
What did God say to Ahab through the prophet about his 
disobedience? How did Ahab respond to the Lord’s rebuke?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

Victory. In His grace, God gave wicked King Ahab two victories over the 
enemy. The first victory was to teach Ahab that the Lord was the true God 
(v. 13), and the second was to show the enemy that Jehovah was not 
weak and limited like the heathen idols (v. 28). We must never think that 
we receive blessings because we deserve them.

Compromise. Instead of claiming complete victory and destroying Ben-
Hadad (v. 42), Ahab entered into a treaty with him! King Saul made the 
same mistake with the king of the Amalekites (1 Sam. 15:8–9), and both 
kings lost their kingdoms because of their disobedience. When you think 
the battle is over, you may face your greatest danger and experience your 
greatest defeat.

Defeat. The Lord had given the king ample evidence that He was God, 
but Ahab persisted in hardening his heart. Too spiritually blind to know 
who the prophet was or what he was talking about, Ahab pronounced his 
own death sentence (v. 40). His pouting did not change anything (Prov. 
19:3), but he refused to turn to the Lord.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 20:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

This chapter is the history of a war between Ben-hadad king of Syria and Ahab 
king of Israel, in which Ahab was, once and again, victorious. We read nothing 
of Elijah or Elisha in all this story; Jezebel’s rage, it is probable, had abated, 
and the persecution of the prophets began to cool, which gleam of peace Elijah 
improved. He appeared not at court, but, being told how many thousands of 
good people there were in Israel more than he thought of, employed himself, 
as we may suppose, in founding religious houses, schools, or colleges of 
prophets, in several parts of the country, to be nurseries of religion, that they 
might help to reform the nation when the throne and court would not be 
reformed. While he was thus busied, God favoured the nation with the 
successes we here read of, which were the more remarkable because 
obtained against Ben-hadad king of Syria, whose successor, Hazael, was 
ordained to be a scourge to Israel. They must shortly suffer by the Syrians, and 
yet now triumphed over them, that, if possible, they might be led to repentance 
by the goodness of God. Here is, I. Ben-hadad’s descent upon Israel, and his 
insolent demand (v. 1–11). II. The defeat Ahab gave him, encouraged and 
directed by a prophet (v. 12–21). III. The Syrians rallying again, and the second 
defeat Ahab gave them (v. 22–30). IV. The covenant of peace Ahab made with 
Ben-hadad, when he had him at his mercy (v. 31–34), for which he is reproved 
and threatened by a prophet (v. 35–43). The threatening descent which Ben-
hadad made upon Ahab’s kingdom, and the siege he laid to Samaria, his royal 
city, v. 1. What the ground of the quarrel was we are not told; covetousness 
and ambition were the principle, which would never want some pretence or 
other. David in his time had quite subdued the Syrians and made them 
tributaries to Israel, but Israel’s apostasy from God makes them formidable 
again. Asa had tempted the Syrians to invade Israel once (ch. 15:18–20), and 
now they did it of their own accord. It is dangerous bringing a foreign force into 
the country: posterity may pay dearly for it. Ben-hadad had with him thirty-two 
kings, who were either tributaries to him, and bound in duty to attend him, or 
confederates with him, and bound in interest to assist him. How little did the 
title of king look when all these poor petty governors pretended to it! Surely 
Israel’s defence had departed from them, or else the Syrians could not have 
marched so readily, and with so little opposition, to Samaria, the head and 
heart of the country, a city lately built, and therefore, we may suppose, not well 
fortified, but likely to fall quickly into the hands of the invaders; both sides are 
aware of this.



Ben-hadad’s proud spirit sends Ahab a very insolent demand, v. 2, 3. A parley 
is sounded, and a trumpeter (we may suppose) is sent into the city, to let Ahab 
know that he will raise the siege upon condition that Ahab become his vassal 
(Nay, his villain), and not only pay him a tribute out of what he has, but make 
over his title to Ben-hadad, and hold all at his will, even his wives and children, 
the godliest of them. The manner of expression is designed to gall them; “All 
shall be mine, without exception.” Ahab’s poor spirit sends Ben-hadad a very 
disgraceful submission. It is general indeed (he cannot mention particulars in 
his surrender with so much pleasure as Ben-hadad did in his demand), but it is 
effectual: I am thine, and all that I have, v. 4. See the effect of sin. (1.) If he 
had not by sin provoked God to depart from him, Ben-hadad could not have 
made such a demand. Sin brings men into such straits, by putting them out of 
divine protection. If God may not rule us, our enemies shall. A rebel to God is a 
slave to all besides. The Syrians, the besiegers, had their directions from a 
drunken king, who gave orders over his cups, as he was drinking (v. 12), 
drinking himself drunk (v. 16) with the kings in the pavilions, and this at noon. 
Drunkenness is a sin which armies and their officers have of old been addicted 
to. Say not thou then that the former days were, in this respect, better than 
these, though these are bad enough. Had he not been very secure he would 
not have sat to drink; and, had he not been intoxicated, he would not have 
been so very secure. Security and sensuality went together in the old world, 
and Sodom, Lu. 17:26, etc. Ben-hadad’s drunkenness was the forerunner of 
his fall, as Belshazzar’s was, Dan. 5. How could he prosper that preferred his 
pleasure before his business, and kept his kings to drink with him when they 
should have been at their respective posts to fight for him? The Israelites, the 
besieged, had their directions from an inspired prophet, one of the prophets of 
the Lord, whom Ahab had hated and persecuted: And behold a prophet, even 
one, drew near to the king of Israel; so it may be read, v. 13. Behold, and 
wonder, that God should send a prophet with a kind and gracious message to 
so wicked a prince as Ahab was; but he did it, (1.) For his people Israel’s sake, 
who, though wickedly degenerated, were the seed of Abraham his friend and 
Jacob his chosen, the children of the covenant, and not yet cast off. (2.) That 
he might magnify his mercy, in doing good to one so evil and unthankful, might 
either bring him to repentance or leave him the more inexcusable. There was 
but one prophet perhaps to be had in Samaria, and he drew near with this 
message, intimating that he had been forced to keep at a distance.
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In verses 22-30, we have here an account of another successful campaign which 
Ahab, by divine aid, made against the Syrians, in which he gave them a greater 
defeat than in the former. Strange! Ahab idolatrous and yet victorious, a 
persecutor and yet a conqueror! God has wise and holy ends in suffering wicked 
men to prosper, and glorifies his own name thereby. Ahab is admonished by a 
prophet to prepare for another war, v. 22. It should seem, he was now secure, 
and looked but a little way before him. Those that are careless of their souls are 
often as careless of their outwards affairs; but the prophet (to whom God made 
known the following counsels of the Syrians) told him they would renew their 
attempt at the return of the year, hoping to retrieve the honour they had lost and 
be avenged for the blow they had received. He therefore bade him strengthen 
himself, put himself into a posture of defence, and be ready to give them a warm 
reception. God had decreed the end, but Ahab must use the means, else he 
tempts God: “Help thyself, strengthen thyself, and God will help and strengthen 
thee.” The enemies of God’s Israel are restless in their malice, and, though they 
may take some breathing-time for themselves, yet they are still breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against the church. It concerns us always to expect 
assaults from our spiritual enemies, and therefore to mark and see what we do. 
The account of what followed upon the victory which Israel obtained over the 
Syrians was Ben-hadad’s tame and mean submission. Even in his inner 
chamber he feared, and would, if he could, flee further, though none pursued. 
His servants, seeing him and themselves reduced to the last extremity, advised 
that they should surrender at discretion, and make themselves prisoners and 
petitioners to Ahab for their lives, v. 31. The servants will put their lives in their 
hands, and venture first, and their master will act according as they speed. Their 
inducement to take this course is the great reputation the kings of Israel had for 
clemency above any of their neighbours: “We have heard that they are merciful 
kings, not oppressive to their subjects that are under their power” (as 
governments then went, that of Israel was one of the most easy and gentle), 
“and therefore not cruel to their enemies when they lie at their mercy.” He who by 
his providence had mortified the pride of one king, by his word cast a damp upon 
the triumphs of another. Be wise therefore, O you kings! and be instructed to 
serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling, Ps. 2:10, 11.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 516). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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