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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)

    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)

    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)

    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)

    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)

    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)

    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)

    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)

    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)
   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)

    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. Why did Naboth refuse to sell his land to King Ahab? What does the 
Lord say in Leviticus 25:23, when He handed out the land to the twelve 
tribes? What was Ahab’s reaction to Naboth’s answer? 

2. When Jezebel asked King Ahab what was wrong, what was his 
response to her? Was he telling the truth? Was it the whole truth? 
Have you ever been in a situation where only part of the truth was 
given, and things may have had a different outcome if ALL of the truth 
had been known?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 21
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 3. What did Jezebel do in order to have Naboth sit with high honor among 
the people? What did the two scoundrels witness against him? Who 
else was murdered without cause because of being accused of 
offending both God and Caesar? 

 4.  What did Ahab do when he heard the message delivered by Elijah?   
What evidence of grace do you see in verse 29? What application of 
this grace can you make in your own life?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary

Covetousness. Ahab asked Naboth to break the law, but Naboth 
refused (Num. 36:7). The king thought that every man had his price, but 
Naboth was not for sale. “You shall not covet” is the last of the Ten 
Commandments (Exod. 20:17), but in breaking it, Ahab broke several of 
the other nine. Ahab and Jezebel put things ahead of God; they lied, 
murdered, and stole a man’s property; and they tried to cover it up. How 
many commandments do we have to break to be guilty before God?

Conspiracy. Evil leaders could never succeed were it not for weak 
people who obey their orders. Jezebel did not fear God’s name or believe 
in fasting, but she knew how to use both to get what she wanted. An 
innocent man died, but God saw it happen. Elijah found Ahab, Ahab’s sin 
found Ahab (Num. 32:23), and the word of judgment was pronounced.

Clemency. Ahab humbled himself before God, not because he felt 
the burden of his sins but because he faced the terror of death. God 
delayed the execution of the sentence, but it came just the same. Ahab 
had sold himself to do evil, and his master—sin—finally paid the wages 
(Rom. 6:23).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 21:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

Ahab is still the unhappy subject of the sacred history; from the great affairs of 
his camp and kingdom this chapter leads us into his garden, and gives us an 
account of some ill things (and ill indeed they proved to him) relating to his 
domestic affairs. I. Ahab is sick for Naboth’s vineyard (v. 1–4). II. Naboth dies 
by Jezebel’s plot, that the vineyard may escheat to Ahab (v. 5–14). III. Ahab 
goes to take possession (v. 15–16). IV. Elijah meets him, and denounces the 
judgments of God against him for his injustice (v. 17–24). V. Upon his 
humiliation a reprieve is granted (v. 25–29). Ahab is coveting his neighbour’s 
vineyard, which unhappily lay near his palace and conveniently for a kitchen-
garden. Perhaps Naboth had been pleased that he had a vineyard which lay so 
advantageously for a prospect of the royal gardens, or the vending of its 
productions to the royal family; but the situation of it proved fatal to him. If he 
had had no vineyard, or it had lain obscure in some remote place, he would 
have preserved his life. But many a man’s possessions have been his snare, 
and his neighbourhood to greatness has been of pernicious consequence. 
Ahab sets his eye and heart on this vineyard, v. 2. It will be a pretty addition to 
his demesne, a convenient out-let to his palace; and nothing will serve him but 
it must be his own. He is welcome to the fruits of it, welcome to walk in it; 
Naboth perhaps would have made him a lease of it for his life, to please him; 
but nothing will please him unless he have an absolute property in it, he and 
his heirs for ever. Yet he is not such a tyrant as to take it by force, but fairly 
proposes either to give Naboth the full value of it in money or a better vineyard 
in exchange. Naboth would by no means part with it (v. 3): The Lord forbid it 
me; and the Lord did forbid it, else he would not have been so rude and uncivil 
to his prince as not to gratify him in so small a matter. Canaan was in a 
peculiar manner God’s land; the Israelites were his tenants; and this was one 
of the conditions of their leases, that they should not alienate (no, not to one 
another) any part of that which fell to their lot, unless in case of extreme 
necessity, and then only till the year of jubilee, Lev. 25:28. Now Naboth 
foresaw that, if his vineyard were sold to the crown, it would never return to his 
heirs, no, not in the jubilee. He would gladly oblige the king, but he must obey 
God rather than men, and therefore in this matter desires to be excused. Ahab 
knew the law, or should have known it, and therefore did ill to ask that which 
his subject could not grant without sin.



Nothing but mischief is to be expected when Jezebel enters into the story—
that cursed woman, 2 Ki. 9:34. Under pretence of comforting her afflicted 
husband, she feeds his pride and passion, and blows the coals of his 
corruptions. It became her to take notice of his grief and to enquire into the 
cause of it, v. 5. Those have forgotten both the duty and affection of the 
conjugal relation that interest not themselves in each other’s troubles. He told 
her what troubled him (v. 6), yet invidiously concealed Naboth’s reason for his 
refusal, representing it as peevish, when it was conscientious—I will not give it 
thee, whereas he said, I may not. What! says Jezebel (v. 7), Dost thou govern 
Israel? Arise, and eat bread. This is capable of a good sense: “Does it become 
so great a prince as thou art to cast thyself down for so small a matter? Thou 
shamest thyself, and profanest thy crown; it is below thee to take notice of so 
inconsiderable a thing. But she meant it in a bad sense: “Dost thou govern 
Israel, and shall any subject thou hast deny thee any thing thou hast a mind 
to? Art thou a king? It is below thee to buy and pay, much more to beg and 
pray; use thy prerogative, and take by force what thou canst not compass by 
fair means; instead of resenting the affront thus, revenge it. In order to gratify 
him, she projects and compasses the death of Naboth. No less than his blood 
will serve to atone for the affront he has given to Ahab, which she thirsts after 
the more greedily because of his adherence to the law of the God of Israel. 
Never were more wicked orders given by any prince than those which Jezebel 
sent to the magistrates of Jezreel, v. 8–10. The very bad character that is 
given of Ahab (v. 25, 26), which comes in here to justify God in the heavy 
sentence passed upon him, and to show that though it was passed upon 
occasion of his sin in the matter of Naboth (which David’s sin in the matter of 
Uriah did too much resemble), yet God would not have punished him so 
severely if he had not been guilty of many other sins, especially idolatry; 
whereas David, except in that one matter, did that which was right. But, as to 
Ahab, there was none like him, so ingenious and industrious in sin, and that 
made a trade of it. He sold himself to work wickedness, that is, he made 
himself a perfect slave to his lusts, and was as much at their beck and 
command as ever any servant was at his master’s. The message with which 
Elijah was sent to him, when he went to take possession of Naboth’s vineyard, 
v. 17–19. 
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Hitherto God kept silence, did not intercept Jezebel’s letters, nor stay the 
process of the elders of Jezreel; but now Ahab is reproved and his sin set in 
order before his eyes. (1.) The person sent is Elijah. A prophet of lower rank was 
sent with messages of kindness to him, ch. 20:13. But the father of the prophets 
is sent to try him, and condemn him, for his murder.  Now that he is pleasing 
himself with his ill-gotten wealth, and giving direction for the turning of this 
vineyard into a flower-garden, his meat in his bowels is turned. He shall not feel 
quietness. When he is about to fill his belly, God shall cast the fury of his wrath 
upon him, Job 20:14, 20, 23. Ahab vented his wrath against Elijah, fell into a 
passion at the sight of him, and, instead of humbling himself before the prophet, 
as he ought to have done (2 Chr. 36:12), was ready to fly in his face. Hast thou 
found me, O my enemy? v. 20. This shows that he hated him. The last time we 
found them together they parted very good friends, ch. 18:46. Then Ahab had 
countenanced the reformation, and therefore then all was well between him and 
the prophet; but now he had relapsed, and was worse than ever. Elijah 
denounced God’s wrath against Ahab: I have found thee (says he, v. 20), 
because thou hast sold thyself to work evil. Note, Those that give up themselves 
to sin will certainly be found out, sooner or later, to their unspeakable horror and 
amazement. Ahab is now set to the bar, as Naboth was, and trembles more than 
he did. Elijah finds the indictment against him, and convicts him upon the 
notorious evidence of the fact (v. 19): Hast thou killed, and also taken 
possession? He was thus charged with the murder of Naboth, and it would not 
serve him to say the law killed him (perverted justice is the highest injustice), nor 
that, if he was unjustly prosecuted, it was not his doing—he knew nothing of it; 
for it was to please him that it was done, and he had shown himself pleased with 
it, and so had made himself guilty of all that was done in the unjust prosecution 
of Naboth. Ahab was a kind of penitent. The message Elijah delivered to him in 
God’s name put him into a fright for the present, so that he rent his clothes and 
put on sackcloth, v. 27. He was still a proud hardened sinner, and yet thus 
reduced. Note, God can make the stoutest heart to tremble and the proudest to 
humble itself. His word is quick and powerful, and is, when the pleases to make 
it so, like a fire and a hammer, Jer. 23:29. It made Felix tremble. Ahab put on the 
garb and guise of a penitent, and yet his heart was unhumbled and unchanged. 
If a pretending partial penitent shall go to his house reprieved, doubtless a 
sincere penitent shall go to his house justified.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 518). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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