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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)

    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)

    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)

    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)

    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)

    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)

    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)

    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)

    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)
   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)

    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. What did Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, tell Ahab, king of Israel to do first 
before going to war with Aram? What did the false prophets of Israel tell 
the King Ahab to do? Why did Ahab hate Micaiah?

2. What did Micaiah tell Ahab he saw in his vision? What did the Lord ask 
of His spirits concerning Ahab? How did this accomplish God’s will for 
Ahab?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 22
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 3. What did Ahab do when they went to battle? What happened to him in 
the battle? Do you see how God’s sovereign plan was at work here? In 
verse 38, what prophecy of Elijah’s was fulfilled? What was the reason 
for this prophecy? (Refer back to 1 Kings 21:19).

 4.  After Ahab died, who began to rule over Israel? How did he do during 
his two year reign? Who were the three “role models” or mentors of 
Ahab?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

Fight your own battles. Jehoshaphat had no reason to meddle in Ahab’s 
wars. He made the mistake of marrying Ahab’s daughter (2 Chron. 18:1; 2 
Cor. 6:14–18), so there were family obligations to fulfill.

Deliver your own message. False prophets usually agree in their messages 
of success and glory. The messenger tried to get Micaiah to imitate them, but 
he gave the true message of the Lord. It was not easy to be a prophet in 
Israel in that day, but Micaiah was faithful.

Know your own enemy. Ahab cleverly tried to make Jehoshaphat a decoy 
and get him killed (Luke 16:8), but God overruled and Ahab was slain 
instead. The prophecy of 1 Kings 21:19 was fulfilled (v. 38). Paul may have 
had verse 31 in mind when he wrote Ephesians 6:12ff. Our real enemy is the 
god of this age and the prince of darkness, so let’s not waste time and 
ammunition on lesser foes.

Learn from your own mistakes. When the new king of Israel, 
Jehoshaphat’s brother-in-law, asked for a new alliance, Jehoshaphat refused. 
He had learned his lesson the hard way, but at least he had learned it and 
profited from his mistakes. He was a great and godly man, and we must not 
allow one event to discredit his service for the Lord.      

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 22:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

This chapter finishes the history of Ahab’s reign. It was promised in the close of 
the foregoing chapter that the ruin of his house should not come in his days, 
but his days were soon at an end. His war with the Syrians at Ramoth-Gilead is 
that which we have an account of in this chapter. I. His preparations for that 
war. He consulted, 1. His privy-council (v. 1–3). 2. Jehoshaphat (v. 4). 3. His 
prophets. (1.) His own, who encouraged him to go on this expedition (v. 5, 6), 
Zedekiah particularly (v. 11, 12). (2.) A prophet of the Lord, Micaiah, who was 
desired to come by Jehoshaphat (v. 7, 8), sent for (v. 9, 10–13, 14), upbraided 
Ahab with his confidence in the false prophets (v. 15), but foretold his fall in this 
expedition (v. 16–18), and gave him an account how he came to be thus 
imposed upon by his prophets (v. 19–23). He is abused by Zedekiah (v. 24, 
25), and imprisoned by Ahab (v. 26–28). II. The battle itself, in which, 1. 
Jehoshaphat is exposed. But, 2. Ahab is slain (v. 29–40). In the close of the 
chapter we have a short account, (1.) Of the good reign of Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah (v. 41–50). (2.) Of the wicked reign of Ahaziah king of Israel (v. 51–53). 
Though Ahab continued under guilt and wrath, and the dominion of the lusts to 
which he had sold himself, yet, as a reward for his professions of repentance 
and humiliation, though the time drew near when he should descend into battle 
and perish, yet we have him blessed with a three years’ peace (v. 1) and an 
honourable visit made him by Jehoshaphat king of Judah, v. 2. The Jews have 
a fabulous conceit, that when Ahab humbled himself for his sin, and lay in 
sackcloth, he sent for Jehoshaphat to come to him, to chastise him; and that 
he staid with him for some time, and gave him so many stripes every day. This 
is a groundless tradition. He came now, it is probable, to consult him about the 
affairs of their kingdoms. It is strange that so great a man as Jehoshaphat 
would pay so much respect to a kingdom revolted from the house of David, 
and that so good a man should show so much kindness to a king revolted from 
the worship of God. But, though he was a godly man, his temper was too easy, 
which betrayed him into snares and inconveniences. The Syrians durst not 
give Ahab any disturbance. But, Ahab here meditates a war against the 
Syrians, and advises concerning it with those about him, v. 3. The king of Syria 
gave him the provocation; when he lay at his mercy, he promised to restore 
him his cities (ch. 20:34), and Ahab foolishly took his word, when he ought not 
to have dismissed him till the cities were put into his possession.



The prophet Micaiah does well, but, as is common, suffers ill for so doing. We 
are told how faithfully he delivered his message, as one that was more 
solicitous to please God than to humour either the great or the many. In three 
ways he delivers his message, and all displeasing to Ahab. For he spoke as 
the rest of the prophets had spoken, but ironically: Go, and prosper, v. 15. 
Ahab put the same question to him that he had put to his own prophets (Shall 
we go, or shall we forbear?) seeming desirous to know God’s mind, when, like 
Balaam, he was strongly bent to do his own, which Micaiah plainly took notice 
of when he bade him go, but with such an air and pronunciation as plainly 
showed he spoke it by way of derision; as if he had said, “I know you are 
determined to go, and I hear your own prophets are unanimous in assuring 
you of success; go then and take what follows. They say, The Lord shall 
deliver it into the hand of the king; but I do not tell thee that thus saith the Lord; 
no, he saith otherwise.” Note, Those deserve to be bantered that love to be 
flattered; and it is just with God to give up those to their own counsels that give 
up themselves to their own lusts. Eccl. 11:9. In answer to this Ahab adjured 
him to tell him the truth, and not to jest with him (v. 16), as if he sincerely 
desired to know both what God would have him to do and what he would do 
with him, yet intending to represent the prophet as a perverse ill-humoured 
man, that would not tell him the truth till he was thus put to his oath, or adjured 
to do it. Being thus pressed, he plainly foretold that the king would be cut off in 
this expedition, and his army scattered, v. 17. He saw them in a vision, or in a 
dream, dispersed upon the mountains, as sheep that had no one to guide 
them. Smite the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered, Zec. 13:7. This 
intimates, (1.) That Israel should be deprived of their king, who was their 
shepherd. God took notice of it, These have no master. (2.) That they would 
be obliged to retire re infecta—without accomplishing their object. He does not 
foresee any great slaughter in the army, but that they should make a 
dishonorable retreat. Let them return every man to his house in peace, put into 
disorder indeed for the present, but no great losers by the death of their king; 
he shall fall in war, but they shall go home in peace. Thus Micaiah, in his 
prophecy, testified what he had seen and heard (let them take it how they 
pleased), while the others prophesied merely out of their own hearts; see Jer. 
23:28. “The prophet that has a dream let him tell that, and so quote his 
authority; and he that has my word, let him speak my word faithfully, and not 
his own; for what is the chaff to the wheat?” 
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The matter in contest between God’s prophet and Ahab’s prophets is here soon 
determined, and it is made to appear which was in the right. Here the two kings 
march with their forces to Ramoth-Gilead, v. 29. That the king of Israel, who 
hated God’s prophet, should so far disbelieve his admonition as to persist in his 
resolution, notwithstanding, is not strange; but that Jehoshaphat, that pious 
prince, who had desired to enquire by a prophet of the Lord, as disrelishing and 
discrediting Ahab’s prophets, should yet proceed, after so fair a warning, is 
matter of astonishment. But by the easiness of his temper he was carried away 
with the delusion (as Barnabas was with the dissimulation, Gal. 2:1–13) of his 
friends. He gave too much heed to Ahab’s prophets, because they pretended to 
speak from God too, and in his country he had never been imposed upon by 
such cheats. He was ready to give his opinion with the majority, and to conclude 
that it was 400 to one but they should succeed. Micaiah had not forbidden them 
to go; nay, at first, he said, Go, and prosper. If it came to the worst, it was only 
Ahab’s fall that was foretold, and therefore Jehoshaphat hoped he might safely 
venture. In verses 41-53, we have a short account of the reign of Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah, of which we shall have a much fuller narrative in the book of 
Chronicles, and of the greatness and goodness of that prince, neither of which 
was lessened or sullied by any thing but his intimacy with the house of Ahab, 
which, upon several accounts, was a diminution to him. His confederacy with 
Ahab in war we have already found dangerous to him, and his confederacy with 
Ahaziah his son in trade sped no better. He offered to go partner with him in a 
fleet of merchant-ships, that should fetch gold from Ophir, as Solomon’s navy 
did, v. 49. See 2 Chr. 20:35, 36. But, while they were preparing to set sail, they 
were exceedingly damaged and disabled by a storm (broken at Ezion-geber), 
which a prophet gave Jehoshaphat to understand was a rebuke to him for his 
league with wicked Ahaziah (2 Chr. 20:37); and therefore, as we are told here (v. 
49), when Ahaziah desired a second time to be a partner with him, or, if that 
could not be obtained, that he might but send his servants with some effects of 
board Jehoshaphat’s ships, he refused: Jehoshaphat would not. The rod of God, 
expounded by the word of God, had effectually broken him off from his 
confederacy with that ungodly unhappy prince. Miserable are the children that 
not only derive a stock of corruption from their parents, but are thus taught by 
them to trade with it; and unhappy, most unhappy parents, are those that help to 
damn their children’s souls.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 520). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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