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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline
Solomon

   Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
   David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
   Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
   Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
   Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
   Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)

   Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
   Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
   Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
   Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
   Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)
   Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)
   Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)
   Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)
   Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)
   Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)
   Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)
   Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)
   Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)

Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

   Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)
   Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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1.  Read verses 1-4, and also Deut. 7:1-4 & 12:1-14. What are some things 
that Solomon did early in his reign as king which indicated that his heart 
was not totally dedicated to the Lord, God of Israel? What are some 
things in our lives that need to be taken out, in order for our hearts to be 
entirely devoted to Him? What steps can we take in order to do that?

2. What did Solomon mean when he considered himself a little child? 
What “type” of wisdom did he pray for? Why was this important to him? 
In what area have you prayed for His wisdom? Has that prayer been 
answered? How is that evident in your life? How is His glory revealed 
through this?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 3
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 3. Because Solomon chose a greater gift than riches and honor, God 
promised him everything else as well. Read Matthew 6:33. What does 
this verse tell us we must do in order for God to bless us in 
abundance? In what ways have His blessings been manifested to 
you? In what ways do we show our thankfulness for His grace and 
mercy on us?

 4. Through the case of the two harlots, all of Israel recognized Solomon’s 
profound wisdom and feared him. How are we in awe of our King’s 
wisdom? How do we use the wisdom He gives us in our own lives? In 
what ways can others see that displayed in us?

  



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary

Politics. The Jews were not forbidden to marry Egyptians, but Solomon’s 
marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter was the first step toward his breaking the 
law of God and bringing tragic consequences to himself and the people (1 
Kings 11:1–8; see also Deut. 7:1–4). It was purely a political move 
designed to bring peace to the land, and it worked.

Prayer. How would you answer God’s question: “What shall I give you?” 
Your answer reveals what you believe about yourself and the work God 
has called you to do. Solomon knew that he needed wisdom more than 
anything else, and God gave him that and much more (Matt. 6:33; Eph. 
3:20–21). Prayer is not simply getting things from God. It is getting so that 
we might be able to give to others. Solomon’s concern was ability to serve 
his people well.

Perception. Prostitutes had access to the king (Matt. 9:10–11)! The 
wisdom God gives is practical and helps us in the decisions of life (Prov. 
1:1–7; James 1:5).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 3:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

Solomon’s reign looked bloody in the foregoing chapter, but the necessary acts 
of justice must not be called cruelty; in this chapter it appears with another 
face. We must not think the worse of God’s mercy to his subjects for his 
judgments on rebels. We have here, I. Solomon’s marriage to Pharaoh’s 
daughter (v. 1). II. A general view of his religion (v. 2–4). III. A particular account 
of his prayer to God for wisdom, and the answer to that prayer (v. 5–15). IV. A 
particular instance of his wisdom in deciding the controversy between the two 
harlots (v. 16–28). And very great he looks here, both at the altar and on the 
bench, and therefore on the bench because at the altar. We are here told 
concerning Solomon, something that was unquestionably good, for which he is 
to be praised and in which he is to be imitated. He loved the Lord, v. 3. 
Particular notice was taken of God’s love to him, 2 Sa. 12:24. He had his name 
from it: Jedidiah—beloved of the Lord. And here we find he returned that love, 
as John, the beloved disciple, was most full of love. Solomon was a wise man, 
a rich man; yet the brightest encomium of him is that which is the character of 
all the saints, even the poorest, He loved the Lord, so the Chaldee; all that love 
God love his worship, love to hear from him and speak to him, and so to have 
communion with him. He walked in the statutes of David his father, that is, in 
the statutes that David gave him, ch. 2:2, 3; 1 Chr. 28:9, 10 (his dying father’s 
charge was sacred, and as a law to him), or in God’s statutes, which David his 
father walked in before him; he kept close to God’s ordinances, carefully 
observed them and diligently attended them. Those that truly love God will 
make conscience of walking in his statutes. Where God sows plentifully he 
expects to reap accordingly; and those that truly love God and his worship will 
not grudge the expenses of their religion. We may be tempted to say, To what 
purpose is this waste? Might not these cattle have been given to the poor? But 
we must never think that wasted which is laid out in the service of God. In 
verses 5-15, we have here an account of a gracious visit which God paid to 
Solomon, and the communion he had with God in it, which put a greater 
honour upon Solomon than all the wealth and power of his kingdom did. 1. The 
circumstances of this visit, v. 5. 1. The place. It was in Gibeon; that was the 
great high place, and should have been the only one, because there the 
tabernacle and the brazen altar were, 2 Chr. 1:3. There Solomon offered his 
great sacrifices, and there God owned him more than in any other of the high 
places. The nearer we come to the rule in our worship the more reason we 
have to expect the tokens of God’s presence. Where God records his name, 
there he will meet us and bless us.



2. The time. It was by night, the night after he had offered that generous 
sacrifice, v. 4. The more we abound in God’s work the more comfort we may 
expect in him; if the day has been busy for him, the night will be easy in him. 
Silence and retirement befriend our communion with God. His kindest visits 
are often in the night, Ps. 17:3. 3. The manner. It was in a dream, when he 
was asleep, his senses locked up, that God’s access to his mind might be the 
more free and immediate. In this way God used to speak to the prophets 
(Num. 12:6) and to private persons, for their own benefit, Job 33:15, 16. These 
divine dreams, no doubt, were plainly distinguishable from those in which 
there are divers vanities, Eccl. 5:7. 2. The gracious offer God made him of the 
favour he should choose, whatever it might be, v. 5. He saw the glory of God 
shine about him, and heard a voice saying, Ask what I shall give thee. Not that 
God was indebted to him for his sacrifices, but thus he would testify his 
acceptance of them, and signify to him what great mercy he had in store for 
him, if he were not wanting to himself. Thus he would try his inclinations and 
put an honour upon the prayer of faith. God, in like manner, condescends to 
us, and puts us in the ready way to be happy by assuring us that we shall 
have what we will for the asking, Jn. 16:23; 1 Jn. 5:14. What would we more? 
Ask, and it shall be given you. He begs of God to give him wisdom (v. 9); Give 
therefore thy servant an understanding heart. He calls himself God’s servant, 
pleased with that relation to God (Ps. 116:16) and pleading it with him: “I am 
devoted to thee, and employed for thee; give me that which is requisite to the 
services in which I am employed.” Thus his good father prayed, and thus he 
pleaded. Ps. 119:125, I am thy servant, give me understanding. An 
understanding heart is God’s gift, Prov. 2:6. We must pray for it (James 1:5), 
and pray for it with application to our particular calling and the various 
occasions we have for it; as Solomon, Give me an understanding, not to 
please my own curiosity with, or puzzle my neighbours, but to judge thy 
people. That is the best knowledge which will be serviceable to us in doing our 
duty; and such that knowledge is which enables us to discern between good 
and bad, right and wrong, sin and duty, truth and falsehood, so as not to be 
imposed upon by false colours in judging either of others’ actions or of our 
own. The favourable answer God gave to his request. It was a pleasing prayer 
(v. 10): The speech pleased the Lord. God is well pleased with his own work in 
his people, the desires of his own kindling, the prayers of his Spirit’s inditing.



An instance of Solomon’s wisdom, to show that the grant lately made him had a 
real effect upon him. The proof is fetched, not from the mysteries of state and the 
policies of the council-board, though there no doubt he excelled, but from the 
trial and determination of a cause between party and party, which princes, 
though they devolve them upon their judges, must not think it below them to take 
cognizance of. The case opened, not by lawyers, but by the parties themselves, 
though they were women, which made it the easier to such a piercing eye as 
Solomon had to discern between right and wrong by their own showing. These 
two women were harlots, kept a public house, and their children, some think, 
were born of fornication, because here is no mention of their husbands. It is 
probable the cause had been heard in the inferior courts, before it was brought 
before Solomon, and had been found special, the judges being unable to 
determine it, that Solomon’s wisdom in deciding it at last might be the more 
taken notice of. The question was, Who was the mother of this living child, which 
was brought into court, to be finally adjudged either to the one or to the other? 
Both mothers were vehement in their claim, and showed a deep concern about 
it. Both were peremptory in their asseverations: “It is mine,” says one. “Nay, it is 
mine,” says the other. Neither will own the dead child, though it would be 
cheaper to bury that than to maintain the other: but it is the living one they strive 
for. The living child is therefore the parent’s joy because it is their hope; and may 
not the dead children be so? See Jer. 31:17. Solomon, having patiently heard 
what both sides had to say, sums up the evidence, v. 23. And now the whole 
court is in expectation what course Solomon’s wisdom will take to find out the 
truth. One knows not what to say to it; another, perhaps, would determine it by 
lot. Solomon calls for a sword, and gives orders to divide the living child between 
the two contenders. We are told what a great reputation Solomon got among his 
people by this and other instances of his wisdom, which would have a great 
influence upon the ease of his government: They feared the king (v. 28), highly 
reverenced him, durst not in any thing oppose him, and were afraid of doing an 
unjust thing; for they knew, if ever it came before him, he would certainly 
discover it, for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, that is, that wisdom 
with which God had promised to endue him. This made his face to shine, Eccl. 
8:1. This strengthened him, Eccl. 7:19. This was better to him than weapons of 
war, Eccl. 9:18. For this he was both feared and loved.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 486). Peabody: Hendrickson.


