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1 Kings 4-5

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)
    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)
    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)
    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)
    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)
    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)
    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)
    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)
    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)

   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)
    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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1. Read Deuteronomy 17:16. How did Solomon disobey the Lord with his 
accumulation of horses? Have we accumulated things in our lives that is 
against God’s will for us? What must we do to eliminate such things? 
How can we show His glory through this?

2. What was God’s primary gift to Solomon? What were some of his 
intellectual accomplishments? How many proverbs did he compose? 
How many songs? How do these profit us today?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 4-5



5

 3. God gave Solomon rest, or peace, from his enemies. Read Matthew 
11:28 for the promise Christ has given. Have you found the rest God 
has for you? How is that peace found? What successes have you 
benefited from this?

 4. In verse 17, we see that Solomon commanded them to quarry costly 
stones, or “quality stones”, even in the foundation where they would not 
be seen. How does this reflect the way we should work for God? In the 
way God works for us? How is this evident in our lives?
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With the Word Bible Commentary
1 KINGS 4

Samuel’s dire prediction came true (1 Sam. 8:10–18), for Solomon did a 
great deal of “taking.” He divided the nation into twelve districts, each with 
a governor, and required each district to supply provisions for the royal 
household once a year. When you read the daily menu, you can see how 
difficult meeting those requirements must have been for the people (1 
Kings 12:4).
Verse 20 describes a prosperous people but not a spiritual people. Peace 
and prosperity do not always breed nobility of character, and rejoicing 
without responsibility is the way to ruin. As for Solomon’s horses, read 
Deuteronomy 17:17.
Jesus Christ is “greater than Solomon” (Matt. 12:42) in wisdom (Col. 2:3), 
wealth (Col. 1:19; 2:9), and the bounty He shares with His people (Eph. 
3:20–21). He does not promise you a life of “eat, drink, and be merry” (v. 
20), but He does promise to meet all your needs (Phil. 4:19) and never 
forsake you (Matt. 28:19–20; Heb. 13:5). One day you shall share His 
heavenly home and live with Him forever (John 14:1–6)!

1 KINGS 5
God gave David the design for the temple (1 Chron. 28:11–19), and David 
and the people provided most of the materials (1 Chron. 29). A gentile 
king, Hiram, supplied the timber, and a Canaanite work force (1 Kings 
9:20–22) assisted the Jewish workers. It was a cooperative effort 
supervised by King Solomon. God is building His “holy temple” today 
(Eph. 2:19–22), and He uses the service of all kinds of people. Are you 
helping to build His church?

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 5:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

CHAPTER 4
An instance of the wisdom God granted to Solomon we had in the close of the 
foregoing chapter. In this we have an account of his wealth and prosperity, the 
other branch of the promise there made him. We have here, I. The 
magnificence of his court, his ministers of state (v. 1–6), and the purveyors of 
his household (v. 7–19), and their office (v. 27, 28). II. The provisions for his 
table (v. 22, 23). III. The extent of his dominion (v. 21–24). IV. The numbers, 
case, and peace, of his subjects (v. 20–25). V. His stables (v. 26). VI. His great 
reputation for wisdom and learning (v. 29–34). Thus great was Solomon, but 
our Lord Jesus was greater than he (Mt. 12:42), though he took upon him the 
form of a servant; for divinity, in its lowest humiliation, infinitely transcends 
royalty in its highest elevation. Here we have Solomon upon his throne (v. 1): 
So king Solomon was king, that is, he was confirmed and established king over 
all Israel, and not, as his successors, only over two tribes. He was a king, that 
is, he did the work and duty of a king, with the wisdom God had given him. 
Those preserve the name and honour of their place that mind the business of it 
and make conscience of it. Never did the crown of Israel shine so brightly as it 
did when Solomon wore it, never in his father’s days, never in the days of any 
of his successors; nor was that kingdom ever so glorious a type of the kingdom 
of the Messiah as it was then. The account here given of it is such as fully 
answers the prophecies which we have concerning it in Ps. 72, which is a 
psalm for Solomon, but with reference to Christ. The territories of his kingdom 
were large and its tributaries many; so it was foretold that he should have 
dominion from sea to sea, Ps. 72:8–11. Solomon reigned not only over all 
Israel, who were his subjects by choice, but over all the neighbouring 
kingdoms, who were his subjects by constraint. All the princes from the river 
Euphrates, north-east to the border of Egypt south-west, not only added to his 
honour by doing him homage and holding their crowns from him, but added to 
his wealth by serving him, and bringing him presents, v. 21. David, by his 
successful wars, compelled them to this subjection, and Solomon, by his 
admirable wisdom, made it easy and reasonable; for it is fit that the fool should 
be servant to the wise in heart. If they gave him presents, he gave them 
instructions, and still taught the people knowledge, not only his own people, but 
those of other nations: and wisdom is better than gold. His kingdom typified the 
Messiah’s; for to him it is promised that he shall have the heathen for his 
inheritance and that princes shall worship him, Isa. 49:6, 7; 53:12.



Solomon’s wisdom was more his glory than his wealth, and here we have a 
general account of it. The fountain of his wisdom: God gave it him, v. 29. He 
owns it himself. Prov. 2:6, The Lord giveth wisdom. He gives the powers of 
reason (Job 38:36), preserves and improves them. The ordinary advances of 
them are owing to his providence, the sanctification of them to his grace, and 
this extraordinary pitch at which they arrived in Solomon to a special grant of 
his favour to him in answer to prayer. His wisdom was talked of in all nations 
round about. His great wealth and glory made his wisdom much more 
illustrious, and gave him those opportunities of showing it which those cannot 
have that live in poverty and obscurity. The jewel of wisdom may receive great 
advantage by the setting of it. Solomon was, herein, a type of Christ, in whom 
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and hidden for use; for 
he is made of God to us wisdom.

CHAPTER 5
The great work which Solomon was raised up to do was the building of the 
temple; his wealth and wisdom were given him to qualify him for that. In this, 
especially, he was to be a type of Christ, for “he shall build the temple of the 
Lord,” Zec. 6:12. In this chapter we have an account of the preparations he 
made for that and his other buildings. Gold and silver his good father had 
prepared in abundance, but timber and stones he must get ready; and about 
these we have him treating with Hiram king of Tyre. I. Hiram congratulated him 
on his accession to the throne (v. 1). II. Solomon signified to him his design to 
build the temple and desired him to furnish him with workmen (v. 2–6). III. 
Hiram agreed to do it (v. 7–9). IV. Solomon’s work was accordingly well done 
and Hiram’s workmen were well paid (v. 10–18). We have here the amicable 
correspondence between Solomon and Hiram. Tyre was a famous trading city, 
that lay close upon the sea, in the border of Israel; its inhabitants (as should 
seem) were none of the devoted nations, nor ever at enmity with Israel, and 
therefore David never offered to destroy them, but lived in friendship with 
them. It is here said of Hiram their king that he was ever a lover of David; and 
we have reason to think he was a worshipper of the true God, and had himself 
renounced, though he could not reform, the idolatry of his city. David’s 
character will win the affections even of those that are without.



Solomon, in his letter to Hiram, acquaints him with his design to build a temple to 
the honour of God. Some think that temples among the heathen took their first 
rise and copy from the tabernacle which Moses erected in the wilderness, and 
that there were none before that; however there were many houses built in 
honour of the false gods before this was built in honour of the God of Israel, so 
little is external splendour a mark of the true church. Solomon tells Hiram, who 
was himself no stranger to the affair, (1.) That David’s wars were an obstruction 
to him, that he could not build this temple, though he designed it, v. 3. They took 
up much of his time, and thoughts, and cares, were a constant expense to him 
and a constant employment of his subjects; so that he could not do it so well as it 
must be done, and therefore, it not being essential to religion, he must leave it to 
be done by his successor. See what need we have to pray that God will give 
peace in our time, because, in time or war, the building of the gospel temple 
commonly goes on slowly. Hiram received Solomon’s message with great 
satisfaction to himself: He rejoiced greatly (v. 7) that Solomon trod in his father’s 
steps, and carried on his designs, and was likely to be so great a blessing to his 
kingdom. In this Hiram’s generous spirit rejoiced, and not merely in the prospect 
he had of making an advantage to himself by Solomon’s employing him. What 
he had the pleasure of he gave God the praise of: Blessed be the Lord, who has 
given to David (who was himself a wise man) a wise son to rule over this great 
people. Each of the parties made good his engagement. 1. Hiram delivered 
Solomon the timber, according to his bargain, v. 10. The trees were Solomon’s, 
but perhaps—Materiam superabat opus—The workmanship was of more value 
than the article. Hiram is therefore said to deliver the trees. 2. Solomon 
conveyed to Hiram the corn which he had promised him, v. 11. Thus let justice 
be followed (as the expression is, Deu. 16:20), justice on both sides, in every 
bargain. The laying of the foundation of the temple; for that is the building his 
heart is chiefly upon, and therefore he begins with that, v. 17, 18. It should seem, 
Solomon was himself present, and president, at the founding of the temple, and 
that the first stone (as has been usual in famous buildings) was laid with some 
solemnity. Christ, who is laid for a foundation, is an elect and precious stone (Isa. 
28:16), and the foundations of the church are said to be laid with sapphires, Isa. 
54:11, compare Rev. 21:19. That sincerity which is our gospel perfection obliges 
us to lay our foundation firm and to bestow most pains on that part of our religion 
which lies out of the sight of men.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 488). Peabody: Hendrickson.


