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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)
    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)
    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)
    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)
    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)
    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)
    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)
    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)
    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)

   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)
    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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1. Why couldn’t the priests continue their ministering? What was the sign of 
the presence of the Lord? Read John 1:14. What does this tell us of 
where God now dwells? What must we do to know that He abides with 
us? What promise is given to us through Christ?

2. Solomon knelt down before the Lord, and lifted his hands in worship. 
What does it mean when we lift our hands in worship? Read Psalm 
134:2-3, Psalm 141:3, and Nehemiah 8:6. These are but a few verses 
of scripture that show the freedom we have to raise our hands in 
worship. But, of course, we know it is the posture of the heart that is 
important! What other ways do we express our reverence to Him?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 8
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 3. Solomon requests from God seven specific area’s in his prayer. What 
are these seven areas? How does that apply to our lives?

 4. What are the two great truths that are linked by Solomon’s charge to his 
people? How is God’s sovereignty shown? What is our responsibility to 
receive His grace? How has the Lord been merciful to you? How are 
we to show compassion to others?
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With the Word Bible Commentary

Solomon’s temple was a place of glory (vv. 1–12). However, despite its 
extraordinary beauty, it was just another building until God moved in and 
consecrated it (Exod. 40:34–38). So it is with our lives (1 Cor. 6:19–20; Eph. 
5:18) and our assemblies (1 Cor. 14:23–25). The presence of God is the 
important thing. A. W. Tozer aptly stated, “If God were to take the Holy Spirit out 
of this world, much of what the church is doing would go right on, and nobody 
would know the difference.”
The temple was a place of testimony (vv. 14–21, 56), bearing witness that God 
keeps His word. It was to be a place of prayer (vv. 22–53). Solomon was 
especially concerned that God hear the prayers of His own people as well as 
those of the stranger and foreigner. In later years, the religious leaders would 
turn the house of prayer into a den of thieves (Matt. 21:12–13).
It was a place of blessing (vv. 54–61) and sacrifice (vv. 62–66). The two go 
together: we give our best to the Lord, and then we share our best with others. It 
is unfortunate that Solomon failed in the very thing he exhorted his people to 
remember—loyalty of heart (v. 61).
Finally, the temple was a place of witness to the world (vv. 41–43, 60), for 
Solomon had a “missionary vision” for the gentile nations. What an opportunity 
Israel had to win the lost people around them!

Who Is Justified?
Solomon prayed that God would condemn the wicked and justify the righteous (1 
Kings 8:32). But through Jesus Christ, God justifies (declares righteous) the 
wicked (Rom. 4:5), and He does it on the basis of grace, not works. God cannot 
justify the righteous because there are none (Rom. 3:10).

The Heart of the Matter
Solomon’s emphasis was on the heart: each one knows his own heart (1 Kings 
8:38); God knows the heart (v. 39); we return to God with all our hearts (v. 48); 
God must incline our hearts to obedience (v. 58); God wants each of us to have 
a loyal heart (v. 61).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 8:1). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

The building and furniture of the temple were very glorious, but the dedication 
of it exceeds in glory as much as prayer and praise, the work of saints, exceed 
the casting of metal and the graving of stones, the work of the craftsman. The 
temple was designed for the keeping up of the correspondence between God 
and his people; and here we have an account of the solemnity of their first 
meeting there. I. The representatives of all Israel were called together (v. 1, 2), 
to keep a feast to the honour of God, for fourteen days (v. 65). II. The priests 
brought the ark into the most holy place, and fixed it there (v. 3–9). III. God 
took possession of it by a cloud (v. 10, 11). IV. Solomon, with thankful 
acknowledgments to God, informed the people touching the occasion of their 
meeting (v. 12–21). V. In a long prayer he recommended to God’s gracious 
acceptance all the prayers that should be made in or towards this place (v. 22–
53). VI. He dismissed the assembly with a blessing and an exhortation (v. 54–
61). VII. He offered abundance of sacrifices, on which he and his people 
feasted, and so parted, with great satisfaction (v. 62–66). These were Israel’s 
golden days, days of the Son of man in type. The temple, though richly 
beautified, yet while it was without the ark was like a body without a soul, or a 
candlestick without a candle, or (to speak more properly) a house without an 
inhabitant. All the cost and pains bestowed on this stately structure are lost if 
God do not accept them; and, unless he please to own it as the place where he 
will record his name, it is after all but a ruinous heap. When therefore all the 
work is ended (ch. 7:51), the one thing needful is yet behind, and that is the 
bringing in of the ark. This therefore is the end which must crown the work, and 
which here we have an account of the doing of with great solemnity. Solomon 
presides in this service, as David did in the bringing up of the ark to Jerusalem; 
and neither of them thought it below him to follow the ark nor to lead the people 
in their attendance on it. Solomon glories in the title of the preacher (Eccl. 1:1), 
and the master of assemblies, (Eccl. 12:11). This great assembly he summons 
(v. 1), and he is the centre of it, for to him they all assembled (v. 2) at the feast 
in the seventh month, namely, the feast of tabernacles, which was appointed 
on the fifteenth day of that month, Lev. 23:34. David, like a very good man, 
brings the ark to a convenient place, near him; Solomon, like a very great man, 
brings it to a magnificent place. As every man has received the gift, so let him 
minister; and let children proceed in God’s service where their parents left off. 
All Israel attend the service, their judges and the chief of their tribes and 
families, all their officers, civil and military, and (as they speak in the north) the 
heads of their clans.



God graciously owns what is done and testifies his acceptance of it, v. 10, 11. 
The priests might come into the most holy place till God manifested his glory 
there; but, thenceforward, none might, at their peril, approach the ark, except 
the high priest, on the day of atonement. Therefore it was not till the priests 
had come out of the oracle that the Shechinah took possession of it, in a 
cloud, which filled not only the most holy place, but the temple, so that the 
priests who burnt incense at the golden altar could not bear it. God will now 
show that it is as dear to him as ever, and he will have it looked upon with as 
much veneration as it was when Moses first brought it into his tabernacle. 
Solomon encourages the priests, who came out of the temple from their 
ministration, much astonished at the dark cloud that overshadowed them. The 
disciples of Christ feared when they entered into the cloud, though it was a 
bright cloud (Lu. 9:34), so did the priests when they found themselves 
wrapped in a thick cloud. To silence their fears, 1. He reminds them of that 
which they could not but know, that this was a token of God’s presence (v. 12): 
The Lord said he would dwell in the thick darkness. It is so far from being a 
token of his displeasure that it is an indication of his favour; for he had said, I 
will appear in a cloud, (Lev. 16:2). He instructs the people, and gives them a 
plain account concerning this house, which they now saw God take 
possession of. He spoke briefly to the priests, to satisfy them (a word to the 
wise), but turned his face about (v. 14) from them to the congregation that 
stood in the outer court, and addressed himself to them largely. He informed 
them concerning this house which he had built and was now dedicating. He 
began his account with a thankful acknowledgment of the good hand of his 
God upon him hitherto: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, v. 15. What we 
have the pleasure of God must have the praise of. He thus engaged the 
congregation to lift up their hearts in thanksgivings to God, which would help to 
still the tumult of spirit which, probably, they were in. “Come,” says he, “let 
God’s awful appearances not drive us from him, but draw us to him; let us 
bless the Lord God of Israel.” Solomon having made a general surrender of 
this house to God, which God had signified his acceptance of by taking 
possession, next follows Solomon’s prayer, in which he makes a more 
particular declaration of the uses of that surrender, with all humility and 
reverence, desiring that God would agree thereto. Solomon opened this 
house, not only with an extraordinary sacrifice, but with an extraordinary 
prayer.
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The person that prayed this prayer was great. Solomon did not appoint one 
of the priests to do it, nor one of the prophets, but did it himself, in the 
presence of all the congregation of Israel, v. 22. Solomon, in all his other 
glory, even on his ivory throne, looked not so great as he did now. Great men 
should thus support the reputation of religious exercises and so honour God 
with their greatness. Solomon was herein a type of Christ, the great 
intercessor for all over whom he rules. The posture in which he prayed was 
very reverent, and expressive of humility, seriousness, and fervency in 
prayer. He stood before the altar of the Lord, intimating that he expected the 
success of his prayer in virtue of that sacrifice which should be offered up in 
the fulness of time, typified by the sacrifices offered at that altar. But when he 
addressed himself to prayer, he kneeled down, as appears, v. 54, where he is 
said to rise from his knees; compare 2 Chr. 6:13. Kneeling is the most proper 
posture for prayer, Eph. 3:14. The greatest of men must not think it below 
them to kneel before the Lord their Maker. He spread forth his hands towards 
heaven, and (as it should seem by v. 54) continued so to the end of the 
prayer, hereby expressing his desire towards, and expectations from, God, 
as a Father in heaven. He spread forth his hands, as it were to offer up the 
prayer from an open enlarged heart and to present it to heaven, and also to 
receive thence, with both arms, the mercy which he prayed for. Such outward 
expressions of the fixedness and fervour of devotion ought not to be 
despised or ridiculed. Solomon, after his sermon in Ecclesiastes, gives us the 
conclusion of the whole matter; so he does here, after this long prayer; it is 
called his blessing the people, v. 55. He pronounced it standing, that he 
might be the better heard, and because he blessed as one having authority. 
Never were words more fitly spoken, nor more pertinently. Never was 
congregation dismissed with that which was more likely to affect them and 
abide with them. He solemnly charges his people to continue and persevere 
in their duty to God. They rejoiced in God’s blessing both on the royal family 
and on the kingdom; thus should we go home rejoicing from holy ordinances, 
and go on our way rejoicing for God’s goodness to our Lord Jesus and to all 
believers, his spiritual Israel, in their sanctification and consolation, pursuant 
to the covenant of grace. If we rejoice not herein always it is our own fault.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
complete and unabridged in one volume (p. 493). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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