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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

    Solomon
      Solomon will be the Next King (chap. 1)
       David’s Charge to Solomon (chap. 2)
       Solomon’s talent, treasure, territory, and team (3–4)
       Solomon’s Temple (5–8)
       Solomon’s further triumphs and treasures (9–10)
       Solomon’s transgressions and decline (11:1–25)
    Jeroboam King in Israel (the North)
       Jeroboam rebels against Rehoboam (12)
       Man of God rebukes Jeroboam (13)
       Jeroboam’s demise (14:1-20)
    Rehoboam, first southern king (14:21–31)
    Abijam (Abijah), second southern king (15:1–8)
    Asa, third southern king (15:9–24)
    Nadab, the second northern king (15:25-34)
    Baasha, the third northern king (16:1-7)
    Elah, fourth northern king (16:8-14)
    Zimri, fifth northern king (16:10-20)
    Omri, sixth northern king (16:21–28)
    Ahab, seventh northern king (16:29–22:40)

   Ahab’s Apostasy (16:29–34)
   Elijah’s Drought and ministry (17)
   Elijah confronts Ahab (18)
   Elijah’s Discouragement (19)
   Ahab’s folly with Ben-hadad (20)
   Ahab’s Trechery with Naboth (21)
   Ahab’s Association with Jehoshaphat (22:1–40)

    Jehoshaphat, fourth southern king (22:41–50)
    Ahaziah, eighth northern king (22:51–53)
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1. What was the conditional promise that God made to Solomon? What 
was God’s warning to Solomon? What made Solomon’s heart different 
than David’s? Do we find ourselves faithful and true to the Lord? How do 
we overcome when we stray away?

2. How did Hiram feel about the “gift” Solomon gave him in thanks for the 
raw materials for the temple? What name did he give the land? Read 2 
Chronicles 8:2. What does this verse indicate?

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 9
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 3. Who provided the slave labor in Solomon’s kingdom? Why do you think 
he chose these to be the bondmen? Read Genesis 9:22-27. What does 
this say about the Canaanites? What sorts of positions were filled by 
the Israelites? 

 4. Solomon, by first marrying with the daughter of Pharaoh, effectively 
invited the world into his private life. Then he lost his heart to the world. 
This constitutes the cause of his downfall. Read 1 John 2:15. What 
does the Word say about our love? What would cause us to lose our 
heart to the world? What is our defense from that?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus
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With the Word Bible Commentary

Assurance. We dedicate, but only God can consecrate (sanctify) what we 
give Him. It is important to hear from God when a task has been 
completed, lest there be a letdown that can lead to discouragement (1 
Kings 19). The phrases “My name . . . My eyes . . . My heart” (v. 3) 
indicate God’s nearness to His people. He is identified with us; He 
watches over us; He loves us.

Admonition. Because He loves us, God warns us not to disobey Him. 
Solomon did not heed this warning, and God kept His promise and sent 
discipline. God would rather destroy His holy temple than permit His 
people to pollute it with their sin.

Agreement. Solomon was a successful maker of treaties with the 
gentiles, and that ability helped to keep Israel out of war. However, there 
was a price to pay and a constant danger to avoid. Ultimately, Solomon 
was controlled by the gods of those nations (1 Kings 11).

Achievement. But everything looked grand as Solomon built buildings, 
walls, and ships and increased the wealth of the nation. They needed the 
warning of Revelation 3:17–18. The spiritual life of the nation was 
gradually decaying behind the veneer of prosperity.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Ki 9:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

In this chapter we have, I. The answer which God, in a vision, gave to 
Solomon’s prayer, and the terms he settled with him (v. 1–9). II. The 
interchanging of grateful kindnesses between Solomon and Hiram (v. 10–14). 
III. His workmen and buildings (v. 15–24). IV. His devotion (v. 25). V. His trading 
navy (v. 26–28). God had given a real answer to Solomon’s prayer, and tokens 
of his acceptance of it, immediately, by the fire from heaven which consumed 
the sacrifices (as we find 2 Chr. 7:1); but here we have a more express and 
distinct answer to it. God appeared to him, as he had done at Gibeon, in the 
beginning of his reign, in a dream or vision, v. 2. The comparing of it with that 
intimates that it was the very night after he had finished the solemnities of his 
festival, for so that was, 2 Chr. 1:6, 7. And then v. 1, speaking of Solomon’s 
finishing all his buildings, which was not till many years after the dedication of 
the temple, must be read thus, Solomon finished (as it is 2 Chr. 7:11), and v. 2 
must be read, and the Lord had appeared. He assures him of his special 
presence in the temple he had built, in answer to the prayer he had made (v. 
3): I have hallowed this house. Solomon had dedicated it, but it was God’s 
prerogative to hallow it—to sanctify or consecrate it. Men cannot make a place 
holy, yet what we, in sincerity, devote to God, we may hope he will graciously 
accept as his; and his eyes and his heart shall be upon it. Apply it to persons, 
the living temples. Those whom God hallows or sanctifies, whom he sets apart 
for himself, have his eye, his heart, his love and care, and this perpetually. He 
shows him that he and his people were for the future upon their good 
behaviour. Let them not be secure now, as if they might live as they please 
now that they have the temple of the Lord among them, Jer. 7:4. No, this house 
was designed to protect them in their allegiance to God, but not in their 
rebellion or disobedience. God deals plainly with us, sets before us good and 
evil, the blessing and the curse, and lets us know what we must trust to. God 
here tells Solomon that the establishment of his kingdom depended upon the 
constancy of his obedience (v. 4, 5): “If thou wilt walk before me as David did, 
who left thee a good example and encouragement enough to follow it (and 
advantage thou wilt be accountable for if thou do not improve it), if thou wilt 
walk as he did, in integrity of heart and uprightness” (for that is the main matter
—no religion without sincerity), “then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom, 
and not otherwise,” for on that condition the promise was made, Ps. 132:12. If 
we perform our part of the covenant, God will not fail to perform his; if we 
improve the grace God has given us, he will confirm us to the end.



What agreement was made between Solomon and Hiram, when the building-
work was to be begun, we read before, ch. 5. Here we have an account of 
their fair and friendly parting when the work was done.  Hiram made good his 
bargain to the utmost. He had furnished Solomon with materials for his 
buildings, according to all his desire (v. 11), and with gold, v. 15. So far was he 
from envying Solomon’s growing greatness and reputation, and being jealous 
of him, that he helped to magnify him. Solomon’s power, with Solomon’s 
wisdom, needs not be dreaded by any of his neighbours. God honours him; 
therefore Hiram will. Solomon, no doubt, made good his bargain, and gave 
Hiram food for his household, as was agreed, ch. 5:9. But here we are told 
that, over and above that, he gave him twenty cities (small ones we may 
suppose, like those mentioned here, v. 19) in the land of Galilee, v. 11. It 
should seem, these were not allotted to any of the tribes of Israel (for the 
border of Asher came up to them, Jos. 19:27, which intimates that it did not 
include them), but continued in the hands of the natives till Solomon made 
himself master of them, and then made a present of them to Hiram. It 
becomes those that are great and good to be generous. Solomon raised a 
great levy both of men and money, because he projected a great deal of 
building, which would both employ many hands and put him to a vast expense, 
v. 15. And he was a wise builder, who sat down first, and counted the cost, and 
would not begin to build till he found himself able to finish. Perhaps there was 
some complaint of the heaviness of the taxes, which the historian excuses 
from the greatness of his undertakings. He raised it, not for war (as other 
princes), which would spend the blood of his subjects, but for building, which 
would require only their labour and purses. Perhaps David observed 
Solomon’s genius to lie towards building, and foresaw he would have his head 
and hands full of it, when he penned that song of degrees for Solomon, which 
begins, Except the Lord build the house, those labour in vain that build it (Ps. 
127:1), directing him to acknowledge God in all his ways, and, by prayer and 
faith in his providence, to take him along with him in all his designs of this kind. 
And Solomon verily began his work at the right end, for he built God’s house 
first, and finished that before he began his own; and then God blessed him, 
and he prospered in all his other buildings. If we begin with God, he will go on 
with us. Let the first-fruits be his, and the after-fruits will the more comfortably 
be ours, Mt. 6:33. Solomon built a church first and then he was enabled to 
build houses, and cities, and walls.
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In doing such great works, he must needs employ abundance of workmen. The 
honour of great men is borrowed from their inferiors, who do that which they 
have the credit of Solomon employed those who remained of the conquered and 
devoted nations in all the slavish work, v. 20, 21. We may suppose that they 
renounced their idolatry and submitted to Solomon’s government, so that he 
could not, in honour, utterly destroy them, and they were so poor that he could 
not levy money on them; therefore he served himself of their labour. Herein he 
observed God’s law (Lev. 25:44, Thy bondmen shall be of the heathen), and 
fulfilled Noah’s curse upon Canaan, A servant of servants shall he be unto his 
brethren, Gen. 9:25. Three times in a year he offered burnt-offerings 
extraordinary (namely, at the three yearly feasts, the passover, pentecost, and 
feast of tabernacles) in honour of the divine institution, besides what he offered 
at other times, both statedly and upon special occasions. With his sacrifices he 
burnt incense, not himself (that was king Uzziah’s crime), but the priest for him, 
at his charge, and for his particular use. It is said, He offered on the altar which 
he himself built. He took care to build it, and then he himself made use of it. 
Many will assist the devotions of others that neglect their own. Solomon did not 
think his building an altar would excuse him from sacrificing, but rather engage 
him the more to it. He himself had the benefit and comfort of it. Whatever pains 
we take, for the support of religion, to the glory of God and the edification of 
others, we ourselves are likely to have the advantage of it. He built a fleet of 
trading ships at Ezion-geber (v. 26), a port on the coast of the Red Sea, the 
furthest stage of the Israelites when they wandered in the wilderness, Num. 
33:35. Probably that wilderness now began to be peopled by the Edomites, 
which it was not then. To them this port had belonged, but, David having 
subdued the Edomites, it now pertained to the crown of Judah. The fleet traded 
to Ophir in the East Indies, supposed to be that which is now called Ceylon. Gold 
was the commodity traded for, substantial wealth. It should seem, Solomon had 
before been Hiram’s partner, or put a venture into his ships, which made him a 
rich return of 120 talents (v. 14), which encouraged him to build a fleet of his 
own. The success of others in any employment should quicken our industry; for 
in all labour there is profit. Solomon sent his own servants as factors, and 
merchants, and super-cargoes, but hired Tyrians for sailors, for they had 
knowledge of the sea, v. 27. Thus one nation needs another, Providence so 
ordering it that there may be mutual commerce and assistance; for not only as 
Christians, but as men, we are members one of another.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 494). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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