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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. Who did Ahaziah tell his messengers to seek an answer for his 
recovery? Who met the messengers before they got to their 
destination? Has God ever sent someone to stop you from seeking a 
“false god”?

2. What message did Elijah have for Ahaziah, king of Israel? What was the 
king’s response to this message? Have you received a message from 
the Lord lately? What was your response?

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 1
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 3. What happened to the first two groups of fifty that were sent to get 
Elijah? What does the fire from heaven symbolize? See Exodus 3:1-6, 
19:18 and 1 Kings 18:38 for other instances. How else can we “see 
God” in our world today?

 4.  How did God instruct Elijah to react to the third captain who came to 
get him? What message did Elijah personally deliver to the king in 
verse 16? What became of Ahaziah, king of Israel?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary

“What kind of man was it?” (v. 7) is a key question. The messengers described 
Elijah’s physical appearance, but they left out the most important thing. Elijah 
was “a man with a nature like ours” (James 5:17), but he was also a “man of 
God” (vv. 9–13). The physical description in verse 8 is incidental, yet that is what 
most people emphasize in their lives.

He was guided by the Lord. Elijah knew what was happening because he 
listened to God’s voice (Ps. 25:4–5, 14). We today do not hear an audible voice, 
but we have His Spirit within us and His Word before us.

He glorified the Lord. The very idea of the king going to a false god for help! 
Elijah wanted Ahaziah to know that Jehovah alone was the true God and that the 
king had better bow humbly before the Lord.

He trusted the Lord to care for him. Elijah was one man against fifty-one 
soldiers, but the Lord protected him. Had the soldiers completely forgotten the 
fire that came down on Mount Carmel? The third captain humbled himself, and 
God spared him and his company.

He did the Lord’s will. He delivered the message to the king as he was 
commanded to do.

Can God’s people today be men and women of God? Certainly! Ponder 
1 Timothy 6:10–12 and 2 Timothy 3:14–17.

The Man of God
The title “man of God” was given first to Moses (Deut. 33:1), then to Samuel (1 
Sam. 9:6–7), Elijah (1 Kings 1:9–13), Elisha (2 Kings 4:9), David (2 Chron. 8:14), 
and Timothy (1 Tim. 6:11). You need not be a prophet to be a godly person, nor 
do you display your godliness by calling down fire from heaven (Luke 9:51–56). 
God wants us to use “coals of fire” and turn enemies into friends (Rom. 12:14–
21).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 1:1). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

We here find Ahaziah, the genuine son and successor of Ahab, on the throne 
of Israel. His reign continued not two years; he died by a fall in his own house, 
of which, after the mention of the revolt of Moab (v. 1), we have here an 
account. I. The message which, on that occasion, he sent to the god of Ekron 
(v. 2). II. The message he received from the God of Israel (v. 3–8). III. The 
destruction of the messengers he sent to seize the prophet, once and again (v. 
9–12). IV. His compassion to, and compliance with, the third messenger, upon 
his submission, and the delivery of the message to the king himself (v. 13–16). 
IV. The death of Ahaziah (v. 17, 18). In the story we may observe how great the 
prophet looks and how little the prince. We have here Ahaziah, the wicked king 
of Israel, under God’s rebukes both by his providence and by his prophet, by 
his rod and by his word. He is crossed in his affairs. How can those expect to 
prosper that do evil in the sight of the Lord, and provoke him to anger? When 
he rebelled against God, and revolted from his allegiance to him, Moab 
rebelled against Israel, and revolted from the subjection that had long paid to 
the kings of Israel, v. 1. The Edomites that bordered on Judah, and were 
tributaries to the kings of Judah, still continued so, as we find in the chapter 
before (v. 47), till, in the wicked reign of Joram, they broke that yoke (ch. 8:22) 
as the Moabites did now. If men break their covenants with us, and neglect 
their duty, we must reflect upon our breach of covenant with God, and the 
neglect of our duty to him. Sin weakens and impoverishes us. We shall hear of 
the Moabites, ch. 3:5. He is seized with sickness in body, not from any inward 
cause, but by a severe accident. He fell down through a lattice, and was much 
bruised with the fall; perhaps it threw him into a fever, v. 2. Whatever we go, 
there is but a step between us and death. A man’s house is his castle, but not 
to secure him against the judgments of God. In his distress he sends 
messengers to enquire of the god Ekron whether he should recover or no, v. 2. 
And here, 1. His enquiry was very foolish: Shall I recover? Even nature itself 
would rather have asked, “What means may I use that I may recover?” But as 
one solicitous only to know his fortune, not to know his duty, his question is 
only this, Shall I recover? to which a little time would give an answer. We 
should be more thoughtful what will become of us after death than how, or 
when, or where, we shall die, and more desirous to be told how we may 
conduct ourselves well in our sickness, and get good to our souls by it, than 
whether we shall recover from it. His sending to Baal-zebub was very wicked; 
to make a dead and dumb idol, perhaps newly erected.



Elijah, by direction from God, meets the messengers, and turns them back 
with an answer that shall save them the labour of going to Ekron. Had Ahaziah 
sent for Elijah, humbled himself, and begged his prayers, he might have had 
an answer of peace; but if he send to the god of Ekron, instead of the God of 
Israel, this, like Saul’s consulting the witch, shall fill the measure of his iniquity, 
and bring upon him a sentence of death. Those that will not enquire of the 
word of God for their comfort shall be made to hear it, whether they will or not, 
to their amazement. He plainly reads his doom: Go, tell him he shall surely die, 
v. 4. “Since he is so anxious to know his fate, this is it; let him make the best of 
it.” The certain fearful looking for of judgment and indignation which this 
message must needs cause cannot but cut him to the heart. The king issues 
out a warrant for the apprehending of Elijah. If the God of Ekron had told him 
he should die, it is probable he would have taken it quietly; but now that a 
prophet of the Lord tells him so, reproving him for his sin and reminding him of 
the God of Israel, he cannot bear it. So far is he from making any good 
improvement of the warning given him that he is enraged against the prophet; 
neither his sickness, nor the thoughts of death, made any good impressions 
upon him, nor possessed him with any fear of God. No external alarms will 
startle and soften secure sinners, but rather exasperate them. Did the king 
think Elijah a prophet, a true prophet? Why then durst he persecute him? Did 
he think him a common person? What occasion was there to send such a 
force, in order to seize him? Thus a band of men must take our Lord Jesus. 
The captain that was sent with his fifty soldiers found Elijah on the top of a hill 
(some think Carmel), and commanded him, in the king’s name, to surrender 
himself, v. 9. Elijah was now so far from absconding, as formerly, into the close 
recesses of a cave, that he makes a bold appearance on the top of a hill; 
experience of God’s protection makes him more bold. The captain calls him a 
man of God, not that he believed him to be so, or reverenced him as such a 
one, but because he was commonly called so. Had he really looked upon him 
as a prophet, he would not have attempted to make him his prisoner; and, had 
he thought him entrusted with the word of God, he would not have pretended 
to command him with the word of a king. Elijah calls for fire from heaven, to 
consume this haughty daring sinner, not to secure himself (he could have 
done that some other way), nor to avenge himself (for it was not his own 
cause that he appeared and acted in), but to prove his mission, and to reveal 
the wrath of God from heaven against the ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men.
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This is repeated a second time; would one think it? 1. Ahaziah sends, a second 
time, to apprehend Elijah (v. 11), as if he were resolved not to be baffled by 
omnipotence itself. Obstinate sinners must be convinced and conquered, at last, 
by the fire of hell, for fire from heaven, it seems, will not subdue them. Another 
captain is ready with his fifty, who, in his blind rage against the prophet, and his 
blind obedience to the king, dares engage in that service which had been fatal to 
the last undertakers. Elijah relents not, but calls for another flash of lightning, 
which instantly lays this captain and his fifty dead upon the spot. Those that will 
sin like others must expect to suffer like them; God is inflexibly just. The third 
captain humbled himself and cast himself upon the mercy of God and Elijah. It 
does not appear that Ahaziah ordered him to do so (his stubborn heart is as hard 
as ever; so regardless is he of the terrors of the Lord, so little affected with the 
manifestations of his wrath, and withal so prodigal of the lives of his subjects, 
that he sends a third with the same provoking message to Elijah), but he took 
warning by the fate of his predecessors, who, perhaps, lay dead before his eyes; 
and, instead of summoning the prophet down, fell down before him, and begged 
for his life and the lives of his soldiers, acknowledging their own evil deserts and 
the prophet’s power (v. 13, 14): Let my life be precious in thy sight. Note, There 
is nothing to be got by contending with God: if we would prevail with him, it must 
be by supplication; if we would not fall before God, we must bow before him; and 
those are wise for themselves who learn submission from the fatal 
consequences of the obstinacy of others. Elijah does more than grant the 
request of this third captain. God is not so severe with those that stand it out 
against him but he is as ready to show mercy to those that repent and submit to 
him; never any found it in vain to cast themselves upon the mercy of God. This 
captain, not only has his life spared, but is permitted to carry his point: Elijah, 
being so commanded by the angel, goes down with him to the king, v. 15. The 
prediction is accomplished in a few days. Ahaziah died (v. 17), and, dying 
childless, left his kingdom to his brother Jehoram. His father reigned wickedly 
twenty-two years, he not two. Sometimes the wicked live, become old, yea, are 
mighty in power; but those who therefore promise themselves prosperity in 
impiety may perhaps find themselves deceived.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 521). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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