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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. How was one of Ahaziah’s sons saved from the massacre in verse two? 
Where was he taken? Who did Jehoiada the priest reveal Joash to?
What pact was made between them before he showed them the king’s 
son?

  

2. What instructions were given to the guards if anyone tried to get to 
Joash? What were they given to carry out this command? Who had 
once owned these supplies and where were they stored?

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 11
For a parallel account - read 2 Chronicles 22:10-24:3
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 3. Once the guards were in place, what did Jehoida do? What was the 
response of the people? What was Athaliah’s response? What then did 
Jehoida order the commanders to do and where was it to be done?

 4. In verse 17, what two covenants did Jehoiada establish? Who did he 
make these covenants with? What was done as a result of these? 
What was the reaction when the new king was taken up to the throne?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

The future of David’s royal line was at stake when the queen mother 
slaughtered all the heirs, and her wicked deed also threatened the 
fulfillment of the promise of the Messiah. Satan’s seed was at war with 
God’s seed (Gen. 3:15), but God won the battle. The future rested in one 
little boy whom God protected in the temple.

Events around you may create doubts and fears in your heart, and you 
may wonder if God knows what is going on and if He cares. Rest assured 
that God not only knows and cares but that He is working out His 
purposes in spite of the evil deeds of wicked people. God does not need 
great armies to accomplish His plans. He can use a boy seven years old 
to change the course of a nation. Often when circumstances are the most 
difficult, God surprises you with a special victory. Trust Him!

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 11:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

The revolution in the kingdom of Israel was soon perfected in Jehu’s 
settlement; we must now enquire into the affairs of the kingdom of Judah, 
which lost its head (such as it was) at the same time, and by the same hand, 
as Israel lost its head; but things continued longer there in distraction than in 
Israel, yet, after some years, they were brought into a good posture, as we find 
in this chapter. I. Athaliah usurps the government and destroys all the seed-
royal (v. 1). II. Joash, a child of a year old, is wonderfully preserved (v. 2, 3). III. 
At six years’ end he is produced, and, by the agency of Jehoiada, made king 
(v. 4–12). IV. Athaliah is slain (v. 13–16). V. Both the civil and religious interests 
of the kingdom are well settled in the hands of Joash (v. 17–21). And thus, after 
some interruption, things returned with advantage into the old channel. God 
had assured David of the continuance of his family, which is called his 
ordaining a lamp for his anointed; and this cannot but appear a great thing, 
now that we have read of the utter extirpation of so many royal families, one 
after another. Now here we have David’s promised lamp almost extinguished 
and yet wonderfully preserved. It was almost extinguished by the barbarous 
malice of Athaliah, the queen-mother, who, when she heard that her son 
Ahaziah was slain by Jehu, arose and destroyed all the seed-royal (v. 1), all 
that she knew to be akin to the crown. Her husband Jehoram had slain all his 
brethren the sons of Jehoshaphat, 2 Chr. 21:4. The Arabians had slain all 
Jehoram’s sons except Ahaziah, 2 Chr. 22:1. Jehu had slain all their sons (2 
Chr. 22:8) and Ahaziah himself. Surely never was royal blood so profusely 
shed. Happy the men of inferior birth, who live below envy and emulation! But, 
as if all this were but a small matter, Athaliah destroyed all that were left of the 
seed-royal. It was strange that one of the tender sex could be so barbarous, 
that one who had been herself a king’s daughter, a king’s wife, and a king’s 
mother, could be so barbarous to a royal family, and a family into which she 
was herself ingrafted; but she did it from a spirit of ambition. She thirsted after 
rule, and thought she could not get to it any other way. That none might reign 
with her, she slew even the infants and sucklings that might have reigned after 
her. For fear of a competitor, not any must be reserved for a successor. She 
also did this from a spirit of revenge and rage against God. The house of Ahab 
being utterly destroyed, and her son Ahaziah among the rest, because he was 
akin to it, she resolved, as it were, by way of reprisal, to destroy the house of 
David, and cut off his line, in defiance of God’s promise to perpetuate it—a 
foolish attempt and fruitless, for who can disannul what God hath purposed?



Six years Athaliah tyrannised. We have not a particular account of her reign; 
no doubt it was of a piece with the beginning. While Jehu was extirpating the 
worship of Baal in Israel, she was establishing it in Judah, as appears, 2 Chr. 
24:7. The court and kingdom of Judah had been debauched by their alliance 
with the house of Ahab, and now one of that house is a curse and a plague to 
both: sinful friendships speed no better. All this while, Joash lay hid, entitled to 
a crown and intended for it, and yet buried alive in obscurity. Though the sons 
and heirs of heaven are now hidden, the world knows them not (1 Jn. 3:1), yet 
the time is fixed when they shall appear in glory, as Joash in his seventh year; 
by that time he was ready to be shown, not a babe, but, having served his first 
apprenticeship to life and arrived at his first climacterical year, he had taken a 
good step towards manhood; by that time the people had grown weary of 
Athaliah’s tyranny and ripe for a revolution. How that revolution was effected 
we are here told. The manager of this great affair was Jehoiada the priest, 
probably the high priest, or at least the sagan (as the Jews called him) or 
suffragan to the high priest. By his birth and office he was a man in authority, 
whom the people were bound by the law to observe and obey, especially when 
there was no rightful king upon the throne, Deu. 17:12. By marriage he was 
allied to the royal family, and, if all the seed-royal were destroyed, his wife, as 
daughter to Joram, had a better title to the crown than Athaliah had. By his 
eminent gifts and graces he was fitted to serve his country, and better service 
he could not do it than to free it from Athaliah’s usurpation; and we have 
reason to think he did not make this attempt till he had first asked counsel of 
God and known his mind, either by prophets or Urim, perhaps by both. The 
management was very discreet and as became so wise and good a man as 
Jehoiada was. He concerted the matter with the rulers of hundreds and the 
captains, the men in office, ecclesiastical, civil, and military; he got them to him 
to the temple, consulted with them, laid before them the grievances they at 
present laboured under, gave them an oath of secresy, and, finding them free 
and forward to join with him, showed them the king’s son (v. 4), and so well 
satisfied were they with his fidelity that they saw no reason to suspect an 
imposition. We may well think what a pleasing surprise it was to the good 
people among them, who feared that the house and lineage of David were 
quite cut off, to find such a spark as this in the embers. He posted the priests 
and Levites, who were more immediately under his direction, in the several 
avenues to the temple, to keep the guard, putting them under the command of 
the rulers of hundreds, v. 9.
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When the guards were fixed, then the king was brought forth, v. 12. Rejoice 
greatly, O daughter of Sion! for even in thy holy mountain thy king appears, a 
child indeed, but not such a one as brings a woe upon the land, for he is the son 
of nobles, the son of David (Eccl. 10:17)—a child indeed, but he had a good 
guardian, and, which was better, a good God, to go to. Jehoiada, without delay, 
proceeded to the coronation of this young king; for, though he was not yet 
capable of despatching business, he would be growing up towards it by degrees. 
This was done with great solemnity, v. 12. In token of his being invested with 
kingly power, he put the crown upon him, though it was yet too large and heavy 
for his head. We may suppose it was designed when they had finished the 
solemnity of the king’s inauguration, to pay a visit to Athaliah, and call her to an 
account for her murders, usurpation, and tyranny; but, like her mother Jezebel, 
she saved them the labour, went out to meet them, and hastened her own 
destruction. We may suppose it was designed when they had finished the 
solemnity of the king’s inauguration, to pay a visit to Athaliah, and call her to an 
account for her murders, usurpation, and tyranny; but, like her mother Jezebel, 
she saved them the labour, went out to meet them, and hastened her own 
destruction.  Hearing the noise, she came in a fright to see what was the matter, 
v. 13. Jehoiada and his friends began in silence, but now that they found their 
strength, they proclaimed what they were doing. It seems, Athaliah was little 
regarded, else she would have had intelligence brought her of this daring 
attempt before with her own ears she heard the noise; had the design been 
discovered before it was perfected, it might have been quashed, but now it was 
too late. When she heard the noise it was strange that she was so ill advised as 
to come herself, and, for aught that appears, to come alone. Surely she was not 
so neglected as to have none to go for her, or none to go with her, but she was 
wretchedly infatuated by the transport both of fear and indignation she was in. 
Whom God will destroy he befools. The king was brought in state to the royal 
palace, and sat there on the throne of judgment, the thrones of the house of 
David (v. 19), ready to receive petitions and appeals, which he would refer it to 
Jehoiada to give answers to and to give judgment upon. The people rejoiced, 
and Jerusalem was in quiet (v. 20), and Josephus says they kept a feast of joy 
many days, making good Solomon’s observation (Prov. 11:10), When it goes well 
with the righteous the city rejoices, and when the wicked perish there is shouting.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 540). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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