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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.



4

Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. What did Amaziah do to the men who had killed his father Joash, king of 
Judah? Why did he not do the same to the children of the servants? 
What other people did he defeat? 

2. What was the message Amaziah sent to Jehoash, king of Israel? What 
was Jehoash’s response? Because Amaziah did not listen to Jehoash, 
what did Jehoash do to him? 

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 14
For a parallel account - read 2 Chronicles 25
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 3. How did the reign of Amaziah end? Who succeeded him as king? How 
old was he when became king? What did he build and restore to 
Judah?

 4. What did Jeroboam restore for Israel? In verse 26, what does it say the 
Lord saw? What was the result of this? After Jeroboam died, who ruled 
in his place?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary

King Amaziah made a fine beginning by following a good example, 
establishing justice in the land and obeying the Word of God (Deut. 24:16). 
But after he won a great victory over Edom, he became proud, and that 
led to his defeat.

Be content with your sphere of victory as the Lord gives you faith (Rom. 
12:3). When you keep your eyes on the Lord, your victories will humble 
you, and God will get the glory. But when you forget the Lord, your 
victories will make you proud and lead you to defeat.

Beware the temptation to meddle. Learn to accept what God gives, stay at 
home, and do what He has called you to do. King Amaziah needed to 
heed Proverbs 16:18 and 26:17.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 14:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

This chapter continues the history of the succession in the kingdoms both of 
Judah and Israel. I. In the kingdom of Judah here is, 1. The entire history (as 
much as is recorded in this book) of Amaziah’s reign (1.) His good character (v. 
1–4). (2.) The justice he executed on the murderers of his father (v. 5, 6). (3.) 
His victory over the Edomites (v. 7). (4.) His war with Joash, and his defeat in 
that war (v. 8–14). (5.) His fall, as last, by a conspiracy against him (v. 17–20). 
2. The beginning of the history of Azariah (v. 21, 22). II. In the kingdom of 
Israel, the conclusion of the reign of Joash (v. 15, 16), and the entire history of 
Jeroboam his son, the second of that name (v. 23–29). How many great men 
are made to stand in a little compass in God’s book! Amaziah, the son and 
successor of Joash, is the king whom here we have an account of. Let us take 
a view of him - in the temple; and there he acted, in some measure, well, like 
Joash, but not like David, v. 3. He began well, but did not persevere: He did 
that which was right in the sight of the Lord, kept up his attendance on God’s 
altars and his attention to God’s word, yet not like David. It is not enough to do 
that which our pious predecessors did, merely to keep up the usage, but we 
must do it as they did it, from the same principle of faith and devotion and with 
the same sincerity and resolution. It is here taken notice of, as before, that the 
high places were not taken away, v. 4. It is hard to get clear of those 
corruptions which, by long usage, have gained both prescription and a 
favourable opinion. On the bench; and there we have him doing justice on the 
traitors that murdered his father, not as soon as ever he came to the crown, 
lest it should occasion some disturbance, but he prudently deferred it till the 
kingdom was confirmed in his hand, v. 5. To weaken a factious party gradually, 
when it is not safe to provoke, often proves the way to ruin it effectually. Justice 
strikes surely by striking slowly, and is often executed most prudently when it is 
not executed presently. Wisdom here is profitable to direct. Amaziah did thus, 
1. According to the rule of the law, that ancient rule, that he that sheds man’s 
blood by man shall his blood be shed. Never let traitors or murderers expect to 
come to their graves like other men. Let them flee to the pit, and let no man 
stay them. 2. Under the limitation of the law: The children of the murderers he 
slew not, because the law of Moses had expressly provided that the children 
should not be put to death for the fathers, v. 6. It is probable that this is taken 
notice of because there were those about him that advised him to that rigour, 
both in revenge (because the crime was extraordinary—the murder of a king) 
and in policy, that the children might not plot against him, in revenge of their 
father’s death. But against these insinuations he opposed the express law of 
God (Deu. 24:16), which he was to judge by, and which he resolved to adhere 
to and trust God with the issue.



For several successions after the division of the kingdoms that of Judah 
suffered much by the enmity of Israel. After Asa’s time, for several 
successions, it suffered more by the friendship of Israel, and by the alliance 
and affinity made with them. But now we meet with hostility between them 
again, which had not been for some ages before. Amaziah, upon no 
provocation, and without showing any cause of quarrel, challenged Joash into 
the field (v. 8): “Come, let us look one another in the face; let us try our 
strength in battle.” Had he challenged him to a personal duel only, the error 
would have remained with himself, but each must bring all their forces into the 
field, and thousands of lives on both sides must be sacrificed to his capricious 
humour. Hereby he showed himself proud, presumptuous, and prodigal of 
blood. Some think that he intended to avenge the injury which the dismissed 
disgusted Israelites had lately done to his country, in their return (2 Chr. 
25:13), and that he had also the vanity to think of subduing the kingdom of 
Israel, and reuniting it to Judah. A fool’s lips thus enter into contention, and his 
mouth calleth for strokes. Those that challenge are chargeable with that 
beginning of strife, which is as the letting forth of water. He that is eager either 
to fight or to go to law may perhaps have enough of it quickly, and be the first 
that repents it. Joash sent him a grave rebuke for his challenge, with advice to 
withdraw it, v. 9, 10.  He mortifies his pride, by comparing himself to a cedar, a 
stately tree, and Amaziah to a thistle, a sorry weed, telling him he was so far 
from fearing him that he despised him, and scorned as much to have any thing 
to do with him, or make any alliance with him, as the cedar would to match his 
daughter to a thistle. Amaziah persisted in his resolution, and the issue was 
bad; he had better have tarried at home, for Joash gave him such a look in the 
face as put him to confusion. Challengers commonly prove to be on the losing 
side. In verses 15-22, we have here three kings brought to their graves in 
these few verses: 1. Joash king of Israel, v. 15, 16. We attended his funeral 
once before, ch. 13:12, 13. But, because the historian had occasion to give a 
further account of his life and actions, he again mentions his death and burial. 
2. Amaziah king of Judah. Fifteen years he survived his conqueror the king of 
Israel, v. 17. A man may live a great while after he has been shamed, may be 
thoroughly mortified (as Amaziah no doubt was) and yet not dead. His acts are 
said to be found written in his annals (v. 18), but not his might; for his cruelty 
when he was a conqueror over the Edomites, and his insolence when he 
challenged the king of Israel, showed him void of true courage. He was slain 
by his own subjects, who hated him for his maladministration (v. 19) and made 
Jerusalem too hot for him, the ignominious breach made in their walls being 
occasioned by his folly and presumption. He fled to Lachish. 
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3. Azariah succeeded Amaziah, but not till twelve years after his father’s death, 
for Amaziah died in the fifteenth year of Jeroboam (as appears by comparing v. 
23 with v. 2), but Azariah did not begin his reign till the twenty-seventh of 
Jeroboam (ch. 15:1), for he was but four years old at the death of his father, so 
that, for twelve years, till he came to be sixteen, the government was in the 
hands of protectors. He reigned very long (ch. 15:2) and yet the account of his 
reign is here industriously huddled up, and broken off abruptly (v. 22): He built 
Elath (which had belonged to the Edomites, but, it is probable, was recovered by 
his father, v. 7), after that the king slept with his fathers, as if that had been all he 
did that was worth mentioning, or rather it is meant of king Amaziah: he built it 
soon after Amaziah died. At the end of this book, we have an account of the 
reign of Jeroboam the second. I doubt it is an indication of the affection and 
adherence of the house of Jehu to the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
made Israel to sin, that they called an heir-apparent to the crown by his name, 
thinking that an honourable name which in the book of God is infamous and 
stigmatized as much as any. His reign was long, the longest of all the reigns of 
the kings of Israel: He reigned forty-one years; yet his contemporary Azariah, the 
king of Judah, reigned longer, even fifty-two years. This Jeroboam reigned just 
as long as Asa had done (1 Ki. 15:10), yet one did that which was good and the 
other that which was evil. His character was the same with that of the rest of 
those kings: He did that which was evil (v. 24), for he departed not from the sins 
of Jeroboam; he kept up the worship of the calves, and never left that, thinking 
there was no harm in it, because it had been the way of all his ancestors and 
predecessors. Yet he prospered more than most of them, for though, in that one 
thing, he did evil in the sight of the Lord, yet it is likely, in other respects, there 
was some good found in him and therefore God owned him. In the conclusion of 
Jeroboam’s reign, we read (v. 28) of his might, and how he warred, but (v. 29) he 
slept with his fathers; for the mightiest must yield to death, and there is no 
discharge in that war. Many prophets there had been in Israel, a constant 
succession of them in every age, but none of the prophets had left any of their 
prophecies in writing till those of this age began to do it, and their prophecies are 
part of the canon of scripture. It was in the reign of this Jeroboam that Hosea 
(who continued very long a prophet) began to prophesy, and he was the first that 
wrote his prophecies; therefore the word of the Lord by him is called the 
beginning of the word of the Lord, Hos. 1:2.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 544). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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