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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. How old was Azariah when he became king? How long did he reign? 
How was Azariah and his father alike (vs. 3)? What continued to happen 
in Judah under Azariah’s reign?

2. How long did Zechariah, king of Israel, reign? Was he a “good” king, or 
an “evil” one? How did he die? Who reigned in his place? How long did 
he reign? How did he die? 

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 15
For a parallel account - read 2 Chronicles 26
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 3. What did Pul, king of Assyria, get from Israel? Where was this taken 
from? Why did Menahem give it to him? What was the outcome of this?

 4. Who was Jotham’s father? How does verse 34 describe him? What 
religious practice did the people still do under his reign? What was he 
able to accomplish (vs. 35)? What nations did the Lord raise up to go 
against Judah?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

As the time of reckoning drew near, the kingdoms of Israel and Judah 
suffered under the rule of men whose godless lives brought more and 
more trouble. Conspiracies abounded as God’s law was ignored.

But there were two exceptions: Azariah (Uzziah) and his son Jotham, who 
followed his father’s example. Unfortunately, Uzziah became proud and 
wanted to serve as a priest. The Lord punished him by making him a leper 
(2 Chron. 26:16ff.). It is the lesson of 2 Kings 14:10 all over again: accept 
the sphere of blessing God gives you and do not meddle with matters that 
are beyond you. (See Ps. 131.)

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 15:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



7

Matthew Henry

In this chapter, I. The history of two of the kings of Judah is briefly recorded:—
1. Of Azariah, or Uzziah (v. 1–7). 2. Of Jotham his son (v. 32–38). II. The 
history of many of the kings of Israel that reigned at the same time is given us 
in short, five in succession, all of whom, except one, went down slain to the pit, 
and their murders were their successors. 1. Zachariah, the last of the house of 
Jehu, reigned six months, and then was slain and succeeded by Shallum (v. 8–
12). 2. Shallum reigned one month, and then was slain and succeeded by 
Menahem (v. 13–15). 3. Menahem reigned ten years, or tyrannised rather, 
such were his barbarous cruelties (v. 16) and unreasonable exactions (v. 20), 
and then died in his bed, and left his son to succeed him first, and then suffer 
for him (v. 16–22). 4. Pekahiah reigned two years, and then was slain and 
succeeded by Pekah (v. 23–26). 5. Pekah reigned twenty years, and then was 
slain and succeeded by Hoshea, the last of all the kings of Israel (v. 27–31) for 
things were now working and hastening apace towards the final destruction of 
that kingdom. Verses 1-7, we have here a short account of the reign of Azariah. 
1. Most of it is general, and the same that has been given of others; he began 
young and reigned long (v. 2), did, for the most part, that which was right, v. 3 
(it was happy for the kingdom that a good reign was a long one), only he had 
not zeal and courage enough to take away the high places, v. 4. 2. That which 
is peculiar, v. 5 (that God smote him with a leprosy) is more largely related, 
with the occasion of it, 2 Chr. 26:16, etc., where we have also a fuller account 
of the glories of the former part of his reign, as well as of the disgraces of the 
latter part of it. He did that which was right, as Amaziah had done; like him, he 
began well, but failed before he finished. Here we are told, (1.) That he was a 
leper. The greatest of men are not only subject to the common calamities, but 
also to the common infirmities, of human nature; and, if they be guilty of any 
heinous sin, they lie as open as the meanest to the most grievous strokes of 
divine vengeance. (2.) God smote him with this leprosy, to chastise him for his 
presumptuous invasion of the priests’ office. If great men be proud men, some 
way or other God will humble them, and make them know he is both above 
them and against them, for he resisteth the proud. (3.) That he was a leper to 
the day of his death. Though we have reason to think he repented and the sin 
was pardoned, yet, for warning to others, he was continued under this mark of 
God’s displeasure as long as he lived, and perhaps it was for the good of his 
soul that he was so. (4.) That he dwelt in a separate house, as being made 
ceremonially unclean by the law, to the discipline of which, though a king, he 
must submit. He that presumptuously intruded into God’s temple, and 
pretended to be a priest, was justly shut out from his own palace, and shut up 
as a prisoner or recluse, ever after.



(5.) That his son was his viceroy in the affairs both of his court (for he was 
over the house) and of his kingdom (for he was judging the people of the 
land); and it was both a comfort to him and a blessing to his kingdom that he 
had such a son to fill up his room. The best days of the kingdom of Israel were 
while the government was in Jehu’s family. In his reign, and the next three 
reigns, though there were many abominable corruptions and miserable 
grievances in Israel, yet the crown went in succession, the kings died in their 
beds, and some care was taken of public affairs; but, now that those days are 
at an end, the history which we have in these verses of about thirty-three 
years represents the affairs of that kingdom in the utmost confusion 
imaginable. Woe to those that were with child (v. 16) and to those that gave 
suck in those days, for then must needs be great tribulations, when, for the 
transgression of the land, many were the princes thereof. Let us observe 
something, in general, concerning these unhappy revolutions and the 
calamities which must needs attend them—these bad times, as they may truly 
be called. 1. God had tried the people of Israel both with judgments and 
mercies, explained and enforced by his servants the prophets, and yet they 
continued impenitent and unreformed, and therefore God justly brought these 
miseries upon them, as Moses had warned them. If you will yet walk contrary 
to me, I will punish you yet seven times more, Lev. 26:21, etc. God made good 
his promise to Jehu, that his sons to the fourth generation after him should sit 
upon the throne of Israel, which was a greater favour than was shown to any 
of the royal families either before or after his. God had said it should be so (ch. 
10:30) and we are told in this chapter (v. 12) that so it came to pass. See how 
punctual God is to his promises. These calamities God long designed for 
Israel, and they deserved them, yet they were not inflicted till that word had 
taken effect to the full. Thus God rewarded Jehu for his zeal in destroying the 
worship of Baal and the house of Ahab; and yet, when the measure of the sins 
of the house of Jehu was full, God avenged upon it the blood then shed, called 
the blood of Jezreel, Hos. 1:4. 3. All these kings did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord, for they walked in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 
Though at variance with one another, yet in this they agreed, to keep up 
idolatry, and the people loved to have it so; though they were emptied from 
vessel to vessel, that taste remained in them, and that scent was not changed.
It was sad indeed when their government was so often altered, yet never for 
the better—that among all those contending interests none of them should 
think it as much their interest to destroy the calves as others had done to 
support them.
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4. Each of these (except one) conspired against his predecessor, and slew him
—Shallum, Menahem, Pekah, and Hoshea, all traitors and murderers, and yet all 
kings awhile, one of them ten, another twenty, and another nine years; for God 
may suffer wickedness to prosper and to carry away the wealth and honours 
awhile, but, sooner or later, blood shall have blood, and he that dealt 
treacherously shalt be dealt treacherously with. One wicked man is often made a 
scourge to another, and every wicked man, at length, a ruin to himself. 5. The 
ambition of the great men made the nation miserable. Here is Tiphsah, a city of 
Israel, barbarously destroyed, with all the coasts thereof, by one of these 
pretenders (v. 16), and no doubt it was through blood that each of them waded to 
the throne, nor could any of these kings perish alone. No land can have greater 
pests, nor Israel worse troubles, than such men as care not how much the 
welfare and repose of their country are sacrificed to their revenge and affectation 
of dominion. 6. While the nation was thus shattered by divisions at home the 
kings of Assyria, first one (v. 19) and then another (v. 29), came against it and 
did what they pleased. Nothing does more towards the making of a nation an 
easy prey to a common enemy than intestine broils and contests for the 
sovereignty. Happy the land where that is settled. 7. This was the condition of 
Israel just before they were quite ruined and carried away captive, for that was in 
the ninth year of Hoshea, the last of these usurpers. If they had, in these days of 
confusion and perplexity, humbled themselves before God and sought his face, 
that final destruction might have been prevented; but when God judgeth he will 
overcome. These factions, the fruit of an evil spirit sent among them, hastened 
that captivity, for a kingdom thus divided against itself will soon come to 
desolation. We have a short account of the reign of Jotham king of Judah, of 
whom we are told, 1. That he reigned very well, did that which was right in the 
sight of the Lord, v. 34. Josephus gives him a very high character, stating that he 
was pious towards God, just towards men, and laid out himself for the public 
good,—that, whatever was amiss, he took care to have it rectified,—and, in 
short, wanted no virtue that became a good prince. Though the high places were 
not taken away, yet to draw people from them, and keep them close to God’s 
holy place, he showed great respect to the temple, and built the higher gate 
which he went through to the temple. Men are God’s hand—the sword, the rod in 
his hand—which he makes use of as he pleases to serve his own righteous 
counsels, though men be unrighteous in their intentions. This storm gathered in 
the reign of pious Jotham, but he came to his grave in peace and it fell upon his 
degenerate son.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 545). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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