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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. Why did the king of Assyria imprison Hoshea, the king of Israel? Why did 
the Lord allow Israel to be captive? What were some of the things they 
did against God?

2. How did Israel respond to the words of the prophets sent to them? In 
what ways was this reponse shown? What are some ways that our 
country’s rebellion to God displayed? How is our obedience 
demonstrated?

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 17
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 3. Who did the king of Assyria bring in and replace the children of Israel? 
What did the Lord do to these because of their disobedience? What did 
the king of Assyria do when he heard about what the Lord had done? 
Did this change their worship?

 4. What did God promise to do for the people if they would worship Him 
alone? How closely did the people who heard God’s commands live by 
the conditions He set down for them? In what ways have you seen the 
Lord working in your life when you are in obedience with Him?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

God’s long-suffering ran out, and He called for Assyria to carry Israel 
away. What God did to Israel He can do to groups and individuals today. 
Consider some of their sins.

They forgot God’s mercy (v. 7) in saving them from Egyptian bondage. 
One of the best ways to remain true to the Lord is to remind yourself of all 
He has done for you (Ps. 103).

They imitated the ungodly (v. 8) so that the true worship of Jehovah was 
corrupted by worldly practices. At first, they did those things secretly, but 
then the pagan practices were openly added to their worship of God.

They turned a deaf ear to the preaching of the prophets (vv. 13–18) 
and rejected the law of the Lord. When God disciplined them, they only 
hardened themselves more.

“They feared the LORD” but manufactured their own religion (vv. 25, 
28, 32–34, 41)! Jehovah was “the God of the land” (v. 27) but not the only 
god. God rejected the religion of the Samaritans (John 4:19–24) as He 
rejects today all worship that is not “in spirit and truth.”

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 17:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

This chapter gives us an account of the captivity of the ten tribes, and so 
finishes the history of that kingdom, after it had continued about 265 years, 
from the setting up of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. In it we have, I. A short 
narrative of this destruction (v. 1–6). II. Remarks upon it, and the causes of it, 
for the justifying of God in it and for warning to others (v. 7–23). III. An account 
of the nations which succeeded them in the possession of their land, and the 
mongrel religion set up among them (v. 24–41). We have here the reign and 
ruin of Hoshea, the last of the kings of Israel, concerning whom observe, that, 
though he forced his way to the crown by treason and murder (as we read ch. 
15:30), yet he gained not the possession of it till seven or eight years after; for 
it was in the fourth year of Ahaz that he slew Pekah, but did not himself begin 
to reign till the twelfth year of Ahaz, v. 1. Whether by the king of Assyria, or by 
the king of Judah, or by some of his own people, does not appear, but it seems 
so long he was kept out of the throne he aimed at. Justly were his bad 
practices thus chastised, and the word of the prophet was thus fulfilled (Hos. 
10:3), Now they shall say We have no king, because we feared not the Lord. 
He was bad, yet not so bad as the kings of Israel had been before him (v. 2), 
not so devoted to the calves as they had been. One of them (that at Dan), the 
Jews say, had been, before this, carried away by the king of Assyria in the 
expedition recorded ch. 15:29, (to which perhaps the prophet refers, Hos. 8:5, 
Thy calf, O Samaria! has cast thee off), which made him put the less 
confidence in the other. And some say that this Hoshea took off the embargo 
which the former kings had put their subjects under, forbidding them to go up to 
Jerusalem to worship, which he permitted those to do that had a mind to it. The 
destruction came gradually. They were for some time made tributaries before 
they were made captives to the king of Assyria (v. 3), and, if that less judgment 
had prevailed to humble and reform them, the greater would have been 
prevented. They brought it upon themselves by the indirect course they took to 
shake off the yoke of the king of Assyria, v. 4. Had the king and people of Israel 
applied to God, made their peace with him and their prayers to him, they might 
have recovered their liberty, ease, and honour; but they withheld their tribute, 
and trusted to the king of Egypt. The king of Israel was made a prisoner; he 
was shut up and bound, being, it is probable, taken by surprise, before 
Samaria was besieged. The land of Israel was made a prey. The royal city of 
Israel was besieged, and at length taken. The people of Israel were carried 
captives into Assyria, v. 6. The generality of the people, those that were of any 
note, were forced away into the conqueror’s country, to be slaves and beggars 
there.



Though the destruction of the kingdom of the ten tribes was but briefly related, 
it is in these verses largely commented upon by our historian, and the reasons 
of it assigned, not taken from the second causes—the weakness of Israel, 
their impolitic management, and the strength and growing greatness of the 
Assyrian monarch (these things are overlooked)—but only from the First 
Cause. It was the Lord that removed Israel out of his sight; whoever were the 
instruments, he was the author of this calamity. It was destruction from the 
Almighty; the Assyrian was but the rod of his anger, Isa. 10:5. It was the Lord 
that rejected the seed of Israel, else their enemies could not have seized upon 
them, v. 20. Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? Did not the 
Lord? Isa. 43:24. We lose the benefit of national judgments if we do not eye 
the hand of God in them, and the fulfilling of the scripture, for that also is taken 
notice of here (v. 23): The Lord removed Israel out of his favour, and out of 
their own land, as he had said by all his servants the prophets. Rather shall 
heaven and earth pass than one tittle of God’s word fall to the ground. What 
God had done for Israel, to engage them to serve him. 1. He gave them their 
liberty (v. 7): He brought them from under the hand of Pharaoh who oppressed 
them, asserted their freedom (Israel is my son), and effected their freedom 
with a high hand. Thus they were bound in duty and gratitude to be his 
servants, for he had loosed their bonds; nor would he that rescued them out of 
the hand of the king of Egypt have contradicted himself so far as to deliver 
them into the hand of the king of Assyria, as he did, if they had not, by their 
iniquity, betrayed their liberty and sold themselves. What they had done 
against God, notwithstanding these engagements which he had laid upon 
them. In general, they sinned against the Lord their God (v. 7), they did those 
things that were not right (v. 9), but secretly. So wedded were they to their evil 
practices that when they could not do them publicly, could not for shame or 
could not for fear, they would do them secretly—an evidence of their atheism, 
that they thought what was done in secret was from under the eye of God 
himself and would not be required. Their sin ruined them because they feared 
other gods (v. 7), that is worshipped and paid their homage to them. They 
walked in the statutes of the heathen, which were contrary to God’s statutes 
(v. 8), did as did the heathen (v. 11), went after the heathen that were round 
about them (v. 15).They walked in the statutes of the idolatrous kings of Israel 
(v. 8), in all the sins of Jeroboam, v. 22. They built themselves high places in 
all their cities, v. 9. They set them up images and groves and burnt incense in 
all the high places, to the honour of strange gods, for it was to the dishonour of 
the true God.
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Here is a complaint against Judah in the midst of all (v. 19): Also Judah kept not 
the commandments of God; though they were not as yet quite so bad as Israel, 
yet they walked in the statutes of Israel; and this aggravated the sin of Israel, 
that they communicated the infection of it to Judah; see Eze. 23:11. Those that 
bring sin into a country or family bring a plague into it and will have to answer for 
all the mischief that follows. Never was land lost, we say, for want of an heir. 
When the children of Israel were dispossessed, and turned out of Canaan, the 
king of Assyria soon transplanted thither the supernumeraries of his own country, 
such as it could well spare, who should be servants to him and masters to the 
Israelites that remained; and here we have an account of these new inhabitants, 
whose story is related here that we may take our leave of Samaria, as also of the 
Israelites that were carried captive into Assyria. The Assyrians possessed 
Samaria and dwelt in the cities thereof, v. 24. It is common for lands to change 
their owners, but sad that the holy land should become a heathen land again. 
See what work sin makes. At their first coming God sent lions among them. They 
were probably insufficient to people the country, which occasioned the beasts of 
the field to multiply against them (Ex. 23:29); yet, besides the natural cause, 
there was a manifest hand of God in it, who is Lord of hosts, of all the creatures, 
and can serve his own purposes by which he pleases, small or great, lice or 
lions. God ordered them this rough welcome to check their pride and insolence, 
and to let them know that though they had conquered Israel the God of Israel 
had power enough to deal with them—that he could have prevented their settling 
here, by ordering lions into the service of Israel, and that he permitted it, not for 
their righteousness, but the wickedness of his own people—and that they were 
now under his visitation. They sent a remonstrance of this grievance to the king 
their master, setting forth, it is likely, the loss their infant colony had sustained by 
the lions and the continual fear they were in of them, and stating that they looked 
upon it to be a judgment upon them for not worshipping the God of the land, 
which they could not, because they knew not how, v. 26. The God of Israel was 
the God of the whole world, but they ignorantly call him the God of the land, 
apprehending themselves therefore within his reach, and concerned to be upon 
good terms with him. God had told them that, if they kept close to him, he would 
deliver them out of the hand of all their enemies (v. 39); yet when they were in 
the hand of their enemies, and stood in need of deliverance, they were so stupid, 
and had so little sense of their own interest, that they did after the former manner 
(v. 40), they served both the true God and false gods, as if they knew no 
difference.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 548). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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