
2 Kings 18

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. How did Hezekiah, king of Judah live? What did he do that was evident 
of his devotion to God? What does verse 5 say about him? What can 
we do to show our loyalty to the Lord? 

2. What did Hezekiah give to the king of Assyria? Where did he get the 
things he gave to Sennacherib? Who did the king of Assyria send 
against Jerusalem? 

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 18
any parallel reference - 2 Chr. 32



5

 3. Who did Rabshakeh say Judah should not trust? What logic did he use 
to try to show that the Lord was not able to deliver Judah? Have you 
ever known someone who has tried to disprove God? What should be 
our response to one such as this?

 4. What did the king of Assyria promise the people of Judah, through 
Rabshakeh, if they would make peace with him? What was the reponse 
of the people? What did Shebna, Joah and Asaph do when they went 
to Hezekiah? Why do you think they did that?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

2 KINGS 18–19

An idol within. Hezekiah removed all the idols from the land, including the 
brazen serpent that Moses had made (Num. 21:5–9). It is easy for God’s 
people to make idols out of good things that outlive their usefulness.

An enemy without. Having conquered Israel, Assyria wanted to capture 
Judah. The nation was divided three ways: some wanted to give up to 
Assyria, others wanted to go to Egypt for help, and a minority wanted to 
trust the Lord for deliverance. Note the emphasis on the word trust in 
18:19–25, and note that the enemy always has a bargain to offer (18:23). 
However, each bargain has a fatal “until” attached to it (18:31–32).

An encouragement above. Hezekiah depended on the Word of God and 
prayer; he spread the matter before the Lord. His only desire was to glorify 
the Lord before that heathen army (19:19). God gave him a message of 
peace and victory (19:6–7), and the enemy was defeated. God knows the 
battles you fight, and He will give you the help you need. Spread the 
matter before Him in faith, and seek to glorify His name.

          
  “Prayer is not conquering God’s reluctance, but taking hold of God’s 

willingness.”

Phillips Brooks

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 18:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

When the prophet had condemned Ephriam for lies and deceit he comforted 
himself with this, that Judah yet “ruled with God, and was faithful with the Most 
Holy,” Hos. 11:12. It was a very melancholy view which the last chapter gave 
us of the desolations of Israel; but this chapter shows us the affairs of Judah in 
a good posture at the same time, that it may appear God has not quite cast off 
the seed of Abraham, Rom. 11:1. Hezekiah is here upon the throne, I. 
Reforming his kingdom (v. 1–6). II. Prospering in all his undertakings (v. 7, 8), 
and this at the same time when the ten tribes were led captive (v. 9–12). III. Yet 
invaded by Sennacherib, the king of Assyria (v. 13). 1. His country put under 
contribution (v. 14–16). 2. Jerusalem besieged (v. 17). 3. God blasphemed, 
himself reviled, and his people solicited to revolt, in a virulent speech made by 
Rabshakeh (v. 18–37). But how well it ended, and how much to the honour and 
comfort of our great reformer, we shall find in the next chapter. We have here a 
general account of the reign of Hezekiah. It appears, by comparing his age 
with his father’s, that he was born when his father was about eleven or twelve 
years old, divine Providence so ordering that he might be of full age, and fit for 
business, when the measure of his father’s iniquity should be full. We have 
here his great piety, which was the more wonderful because his father was 
very wicked and vile, one of the worst of the kings, yet he was one of the best, 
which may intimate to us that what good there is in any is not of nature, but of 
grace, free grace, sovereign grace, which, contrary to nature, grafts into the 
good olive that which was wild by nature (Rom. 11:24), and also that grace 
gets over the greatest difficulties and disadvantages: Ahaz, it is likely, gave his 
son a bad education as well as a bad example; Urijah his priest perhaps had 
the tuition of him; his attendants and companions, we may suppose, were such 
as were addicted to idolatry; and yet Hezekiah became eminently good. When 
God’s grace will work what can hinder it? He was a genuine son of David, who 
had a great many degenerate ones (v. 3): He did that which was right, 
according to all that David his father did, with whom the covenant was made, 
and therefore he was entitled to the benefit of it. We have read of some of 
them who did that which was right, but not like David, ch. 14:3. They did not 
love God’s ordinances, nor cleave to them, as he did; but Hezekiah was a 
second David, had such a love for God’s word, and God’s house, as he had. 
Let us not be frightened with an apprehension of the continual decay of virtue, 
as if, when times and men are bad, they must needs, of course, grow worse 
and worse; that does not follow, for, after many bad kings, God raised up one 
that was like David himself. 



He was a zealous reformer of his kingdom, and as we find (2 Chr. 29:3) he 
began betimes to be so, fell to work as soon as ever he came to the crown, 
and lost no time. He found his kingdom very corrupt, the people in all things 
too superstitious. They had always been so, but in the last reign worse than 
ever. The images and the groves were downright idolatrous and of heathenish 
original. These he broke and destroyed. Though his own father had set them 
up, and shown an affection for them, yet he would not protect them. We must 
never dishonour God in honour to our earthly parents. None of all the kings of 
Judah were like him, either before or after him. Two things he was eminent for 
in his reformation:—(1.) Courage and confidence in God. In abolishing idolatry, 
there was danger of disobliging his subjects, and provoking them to rebel; but 
he trusted in the Lord God of Israel to bear him out in what he did and save 
him from harm. A firm belief of God’s all-sufficiency to protect and reward us 
will conduce much to make us sincere, bold, and vigorous, in the way of our 
duty, like Hezekiah. He not only abolished all idolatrous usages, but kept 
God’s commandments, and in every thing made conscience of his duty. He 
was with God, and then God was with him, and, having the special presence 
of God with him, he prospered whithersoever he went, had wonderful success 
in all his enterprises, in his wars, his buildings, and especially his reformation, 
for that good work was carried on with less difficulty than he could have 
expected. Those that do God’s work with an eye to his glory, and with 
confidence in his strength, may expect to prosper in it. Great is the truth and 
will prevail. In verses 9-16, we have here an account of the success of 
Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, against Israel, his besieging Samaria (v. 9), 
taking it (v. 10), and carrying the people into captivity (v. 11), with the reason 
why God brought this judgment upon them (v. 12): Because they obeyed not 
the voice of the Lord their God. This was related more largely in the foregoing 
chapter, but it is here repeated, 1. As that which stirred up Hezekiah and his 
people to purge out idolatry with so much zeal, because they saw the ruin 
which it brought upon Israel. When their neighbour’s house was on fire, and 
their own in danger, it was time to cast away the accursed thing. Also, there is 
the attempt of Sennacherib, the succeeding king of Assyria, against Judah, in 
which he was encouraged by his predecessor’s success against Israel, whose 
honours he would vie with and whose victories he would push forward. The 
descent he made upon Judah was a great calamity to that kingdom, by which 
God would try the faith of Hezekiah and chastise the people, who are called a 
hypocritical nation (Isa. 10:6), because they did not comply with Hezekiah’s 
reformation, nor willingly part with their idols, but kept them up in their hearts, 
and perhaps in their houses, though their high places were removed.
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Sennacherib sent three of his great generals with a great host against 
Jerusalem. Is this the great king, the king of Assyria? No, never call him so; he is 
a base, false, perfidious man, and worthy to be made infamous to all ages; let 
him never be named with honour that could do such a dishonourable thing as 
this, to take Hezekiah’s money, which he gave him upon condition he should 
withdraw his army, and then, instead of quitting his country according to the 
agreement, to advance against his capital city, and not send him his money 
again either. Those are wicked men indeed, and, let them be ever so great, we 
will call them so, whose principle it is not to make their promises binding any 
further than is for their interest. Now Hezekiah had too much reason to repent his 
treaty with Sennacherib, which made him much the poorer and never the safer. 
Hezekiah, and his princes and people, railed upon by Rabshakeh, the chief 
speaker of the three generals, and one that had the most satirical genius. He 
was no doubt instructed what to say by Sennacherib, who intended hereby to 
pick a new quarrel with Hezekiah. He had promised, upon the receipt of 
Hezekiah’s money, to withdraw his army, and therefore could not for shame 
make a forcible attack upon Jerusalem immediately; but he sent Rabshakeh to 
persuade Hezekiah to surrender it, and, if he should refuse, the refusal would 
serve him for a pretence (and a very poor one) to besiege it, and, if it hold out, to 
take it by storm. Rabshakeh had the impudence to desire audience of the king 
himself at the conduit of the upper pool, without the walls; but Hezekiah had the 
prudence to decline a personal treaty, and sent three commissioners (the prime 
ministers of state) to hear what he had to say, but with a charge to them not to 
answer that fool according to his folly (v. 36), for they could not convince him, but 
would certainly provoke him, and Hezekiah had learned of his father David to 
believe that God would hear when he, as a deaf man, heard not, Ps. 38:13–15. 
Hezekiah’s commissioners held their peace, not for want of something to say 
both on God’s behalf and Hezekiah’s: they might easily and justly have 
upbraided him with his master’s treachery and breach of faith, and have asked 
him, What religion encourages you to hope that such conduct will prosper? At 
least they might have given that grave hint which Ahab gave to Benhadad’s like 
insolent demands—Let not him that girdeth on the harness boast as though he 
had put it off. But the king had commanded them not to answer him, and they 
observed their instructions. There is a time to keep silence, as well as a time to 
speak, and there are those to whom to offer any thing religious or rational is to 
cast pearls before swine. 

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 550). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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