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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 19
For a complete picture of Hezekiah in the Bible read: 

2 Kings 18-20, 2 Chronicles 29-32 and Isaiah 36-39
For parallels of this weeks reading: 2 Chronicles 32:, Isaiah 37

1. What did Hezekiah do when he heard the words of Rabshakeh? Why 
did he do this? To whom did Hezekiah send his servants? What was 
prophesied to them? 

2. What did Hezekiah do with the letter he received from the messengers 
of Rabshakeh? What did Hezekiah want all the kingdoms of the earth to 
know? What answer did the Lord have for Hezekiah regarding his 
prayer? 
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 3. What was the sign from the Lord that Jerusalem would be rescued from 
the seige? What promise did God give (v. 31) so that His people be 
assured of their survival? In what ways does He show us that He will 
take care of us in times of trouble and destruction?

 4. How many Assyrians did the angel of the Lord kill? How did       
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, die? What was he doing when this 
happened? How did this fulfill the prophesy told in verse 7?
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With the Word Bible Commentary

2 KINGS 18–19

An idol within. Hezekiah removed all the idols from the land, including the 
brazen serpent that Moses had made (Num. 21:5–9). It is easy for God’s 
people to make idols out of good things that outlive their usefulness.

An enemy without. Having conquered Israel, Assyria wanted to capture 
Judah. The nation was divided three ways: some wanted to give up to 
Assyria, others wanted to go to Egypt for help, and a minority wanted to 
trust the Lord for deliverance. Note the emphasis on the word trust in 
18:19–25, and note that the enemy always has a bargain to offer (18:23). 
However, each bargain has a fatal “until” attached to it (18:31–32).

An encouragement above. Hezekiah depended on the Word of God and 
prayer; he spread the matter before the Lord. His only desire was to glorify 
the Lord before that heathen army (19:19). God gave him a message of 
peace and victory (19:6–7), and the enemy was defeated. God knows the 
battles you fight, and He will give you the help you need. Spread the 
matter before Him in faith, and seek to glorify His name.

          
  “Prayer is not conquering God’s reluctance, but taking hold of God’s 

willingness.”

Phillips Brooks

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 18:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

Jerusalem’s great distress we read of in the foregoing chapter, and left it 
besieged, insulted, threatened, terrified, and just ready to be swallowed up 
by the Assyrian army. But in this chapter we have an account of its glorious 
deliverance, not by sword or bow, but by prayer and prophecy, and by the 
hand of an angel. I. Hezekiah, in great concern, sent to the prophet Isaiah, 
to desire his prayers (v. 1–5) and received from him an answer of peace (v. 
6, 7). II. Sennacherib sent a letter to Hezekiah to fright him into a surrender 
(v. 8–13). III. Hezekiah thereupon, by a very solemn prayer, recommended 
his case to God, the righteous Judge, and begged help from him (v. 14–19). 
IV. God, by Isaiah, sent him a very comfortable message, assuring him of 
deliverance (v. 20–34). V. The army of the Assyrians was all cut off by an 
angel and Sennacherib himself slain by his own sons (v. 35–37). And so 
God glorified himself and saved his people. The contents of Rabshakeh’s 
speech being brought to Hezekiah, one would have expected (and it is likely 
Rabshakeh did expect) that he would call a council of war and it would be 
debated whether it was best to capitulate or no. Before the siege, he had 
taken counsel with his princes and his mighty men, 2 Chr. 32:3. But that 
would not do now; his greatest relief is that he has a God to go to, and what 
passed between him and his God on this occasion we have here an account 
of. Hezekiah discovered a deep concern at the dishonour done to God by 
Rabshakeh’s blasphemy. When he heard it, though at second hand, he rent 
his clothes and covered himself with sackcloth, v. 1. Good men were wont to 
do so when they heard of any reproach cast on God’s name; and great men 
must not think it any disparagement to them to sympathize with the injured 
honour of the great God. Royal robes are not too good to be rent, nor royal 
flesh too good to be clothed with sackcloth, in humiliation for indignities done 
to God and for the perils and terrors of his Jerusalem. To this God now 
called, and was displeased with those who were not thus affected. Isa. 
22:12–14, Behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen and killing sheep, though it 
was a day of trouble and perplexity in the valley of vision (v. 5), which refers 
to this very event. The king was in sackcloth, but many of his subjects were 
in soft clothing. He went to the house of God, to meditate and pray, and get 
his spirit into a sedate composed frame, after this agitation. He was not 
considering what answer to return to Rabshakeh, but refers the matter to 
God. “Thou shalt answer, Lord, for me.”—Herbert. In the house of the Lord 
he found a place both of rest and refuge, a treasury, a magazine, a council-
chamber, and all he needed, all in God.



Rabshakeh, having delivered his message and received no answer (whether 
he took this silence for a consent or a slight does not appear), left his army 
before Jerusalem, under the command of the other generals, and went 
himself to attend the king his master for further orders. He found him 
besieging Libnah, a city that had revolted from Judah, ch. 8:22. Whether he 
had taken Lachish or no is not certain; some think he departed from it 
because he found the taking of it impracticable, v. 8. However, he was now 
alarmed with the rumour that the king of the Cushites, who bordered upon 
the Arabians, was coming out against him with a great army, v. 9. This made 
him very desirous to gain Jerusalem with all speed. To take it by force would 
cost him more time and men than he could well spare, and therefore he 
renewed his attack upon Hezekiah to persuade him tamely to surrender it. 
Having found him an easy man once (ch. 18:14), when he said, That which 
thou puttest on me I will bear, he hoped again to frighten him into a 
submission, but in vain. Sennacherib sent a letter to Hezekiah, a railing 
letter, a blaspheming letter, to persuade him to surrender Jerusalem, 
because it would be to no purpose for him to think of standing it out. His 
letter is to the same purport with Rabshakeh’s speech; there is nothing new 
offered in it. Rabshakeh had said to the people, Let not Hezekiah deceive 
you, ch. 18:29. Sennacherib writes to Hezekiah, Let not thy God deceive 
thee, v. 10. Those that have the God of Jacob for their help, and whose hope 
is in the Lord their God, need not fear being deceived by him, as the heathen 
were by their gods. Hezekiah encloses this in another letter, a praying letter, 
a believing letter, and sends it to the King of kings, who judges among the 
gods. Hezekiah was not so haughty as not to receive the letter, though we 
may suppose the superscription did not give him his due titles; when he had 
received it he was not so careless as not to read it; when he had read it he 
was not in such a passion as to write an answer to it in the same provoking 
language; but he immediately went up to the temple, presented himself, and 
then spread the letter before the Lord (v. 14), not as if God needed to have 
the letter shown to him (he knew what was in it before Hezekiah did), but 
hereby he signified that he acknowledged God in all his ways,—that he 
desired not to aggravate the injuries his enemies did him nor to make them 
appear worse than they were, but desired they might be set in a true light,—
and that he referred himself to God, and his righteous judgment, upon the 
whole matter. Hereby likewise he would affect himself in the prayer he came 
to the temple to make; and we have need of all possible helps to quicken us 
in that duty.
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Verses 20-34, we have here the gracious copious answer which God gave to 
Hezekiah’s prayer. The message which he sent him by the same hand (v. 6, 
7), one would think, was an answer sufficient to his prayer; but, that he might 
have strong consolation, he was encouraged by two immutable things, in 
which it was impossible for God to lie, Heb. 6:18. In general, God assured 
him that his prayer was heard, his prayer against Sennacherib, v. 20. Note, 
The case of those that have the prayers of God’s people against them is 
miserable. For, if the oppressed cry to God against the oppressor, he will 
hear, Ex. 22:23. God hears and answers, hears with the saving strength of 
his right hand, Ps. 20:6. This message bespeaks two things: 1) Confusion 
and shame to Sennacherib and his forces. It is here foretold that he should 
be humbled and broken. The prophet elegantly directs his speech to him, as 
he does, Isa. 10:5. O Assyrian! the rod of my anger. 2) Salvation and joy to 
Hezekiah and his people. This shall be a sign to them of God’s favour, and 
that he is reconciled to them, and his anger is turned away (Isa. 12:1), a 
wonder in their eyes (for so a sign sometimes signifies), a token for good, 
and an earnest of the further mercy God has in store for them, that a good 
issue shall be put to their present distress in every respect. Sometimes it 
was long ere prophecies were accomplished and promises performed; but 
here the word was no sooner spoken than the work was done. The army of 
Assyria was entirely routed. That night which immediately followed the 
sending of this message to Hezekiah, when the enemy had just set down 
before the city and were preparing (as we now say) to open the trenches, 
that night was the main body of their army slain upon the spot by an angel, v. 
35. Hezekiah had not force sufficient to sally out upon them and attack their 
camp, nor would God do it by sword or bow; but he sent his angel, a 
destroying angel, in the dead of the night, to make an assault upon them, 
which their sentinels, though ever so wakeful, could neither discover nor 
resist. It was not by the sword of a mighty man or of a mean man, that is, not 
of any man at all, but of an angel, that the Assyrians army was to fall (Isa. 
31:8), such an angel as slew the first-born of Egypt. The king of Assyria was 
hereby put into the utmost confusion. Ashamed to see himself, after all his 
proud boasts, thus defeated and disabled to pursue his conquests and 
secure what he had (for this, we may suppose, was the flower of his army), 
and continually afraid of falling under the like stroke himself, He departed, 
and went, and returned; the manner of the expression intimates the great 
disorder and distraction of mind he was in.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
complete and unabridged in one volume (p. 552). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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