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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. How many times did Elijah tell Elisha to “stay here”? Why do you think 
he told him to stay behind? Why do you think Elisha insisted on 
following Elijah? What does this say about the relationship between 
Elijah and Elisha?

2. What did the prophets from Bethel and Jericho ask Elisha? What was 
Elisha’s reply to the prophets? Why did he want them to “keep silent”? 

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 2



5

 3. When they reached the Jordan River, what did Elijah do? What 
happened when he did that? What did this remarkable event 
represent? What signs have you personally encountered that 
displayed God’s power?

 4.  Before Elijah was taken away, what did Elisha ask of him? What was 
Elijah’s response to that request? What was Elisha’s first test of 
whether Elijah’s power had come upon him? 



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary

Companions. Elisha’s ministry began with Elijah saying, “Go back!” (1 
Kings 19:20). Now Elijah is saying, “Stay here!” Elisha did not go back but 
faithfully served Elijah about ten years. And Elisha did not linger at Bethel 
or Jericho but walked with Elijah to the very end. Think of what Elisha 
would have missed had he tarried!

Spectators. The students had knowledge without experience. They were 
just spectators, yet they tried to tell the prophet what was going on! Elisha 
was not a spectator; he was right in the middle of what God was doing. 
What good is our knowledge of spiritual things if it does not make a 
difference in our lives?

Doers. Elisha did not build a monument to Elijah. Instead, he trusted 
Elijah’s God and did miracles. We cannot live in the past, on the past, or 
for the past. We must accept the heritage of the past and trust the living 
God for power today. There were problems to solve and needs to meet, 
and Elisha trusted God to help him. God’s servants may leave us, but 
God’s Spirit goes on working.

Mockers. They were not little children; the youths were old enough to 
know better. They mocked Elijah’s going to heaven (“Go up!”) and Elisha’s 
personal appearance, and God rightly judged them for it. Today, God is 
patient with the mockers (2 Pet. 3), but one day, His judgment will fall on 
them.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 2:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

In this chapter we have, I. That extraordinary event, the translation of Elijah. In 
the close of the foregoing chapter we had a wicked king leaving the world in 
disgrace, here we have a holy prophet leaving it in honour; the departure of the 
former was his greatest misery, of the latter his greatest bliss: men are as their 
end is. Here is, 1. Elijah taking leave of his friends, the sons of the prophets, 
and especially Elisha, who kept close to him, and walked with him through 
Jordan (v. 1–10). 2. Elijah taken into heaven by the ministry of angels (v. 11), 
and Elisha’s lamentation of the loss this earth has of him (v. 12). II. The 
manifestation of Elisha, as a prophet in his room. 1. By the dividing of Jordan 
(v. 13, 14). 2. By the respect which the sons of the prophets paid him (v. 15–
18). 3. By the healing of the unwholesome waters of Jericho (v. 19–22). 4. By 
the destruction of the children of Bethel that mocked him (v. 23–25). This 
revolution in prophecy makes a greater figure than the revolution of a kingdom.
Elijah’s times, and the events concerning him, are as little dated as those of 
any great man in scripture; we are not told of his age, nor in what year of 
Ahab’s reign he first appeared, nor in what year of Joram’s he disappeared, 
and therefore cannot conjecture how long he flourished; it is supposed about 
twenty years in all. God had determined to take him up into heaven by a 
whirlwind, v. 1. He would do it, and it is probable let him know of his purpose 
some time before, that he would shortly take him from the world, not by death, 
but translate him body and soul to heaven, as Enoch was, only causing him to 
undergo such a change as would be necessary to the qualifying of him to be 
an inhabitant in that world of spirits, and such as those shall undergo who will 
be found alive at Christ’s coming. It is not for us to say why God would put 
such a peculiar honour upon Elijah above any other of the prophets; he was a 
man subject to like passions as we are, knew sin, and yet never tasted death. 
Wherefore is he thus dignified, thus distinguished, as a man whom the King of 
kings did delight to honour? We may suppose that - 1. God looked back upon 
his past services, which were eminent and extraordinary, and intended a 
recompence for those and an encouragement to the sons of the prophets to 
tread in the steps of his zeal and faithfulness, and, whatever it cost them, to 
witness against the corruptions of the age they lived in. 2. He looked down 
upon the present dark and degenerate state of the church, and would thus give 
a very sensible proof of another life after this, and draw the hearts of the 
faithful few upward towards himself, and that other life. 



3. He looked forward to the evangelical dispensation, and, in the translation of 
Elijah, gave a type and figure of the ascension of Christ and the opening of the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Elijah had, by faith and prayer, conversed 
much with heaven, and now he is taken thither, to assure us that if we have 
our conversation in heaven, while we are here on earth, we shall be there 
shortly, the soul shall (and that is the man) be happy there, there for ever. 
When God will take up his faithful ones to heaven death is the Jordan which, 
immediately before their translation, they must pass through, and they find a 
way through it, as safe and comfortable way; the death of Christ has divided 
those waters, that the ransomed of the Lord may pass over. O death! where is 
thy sting, thy hurt, thy terror? Elijah makes his will, and leaves Elisha his heir, 
now anointing him to be prophet in his room, more than when he cast his 
mantle upon him, 1 Ki. 19:19. Elijah, being greatly pleased with the constancy 
of Elisha’s affection and attendance, bade him ask what he should do for him, 
what blessing he should leave him at parting; he does not say (as bishop Hall 
observes), “Ask of me when I am gone, in heaven I shall be better able to 
befriend thee,” but, “Ask before I go.” Our friends on earth may be spoken to, 
and can give us an answer, but we know not that we can have access to any 
friend in heaven but Christ, and God in him. Abraham is ignorant of us. Elisha, 
having this fair opportunity to enrich himself with the best riches, prays for a 
double portion of his spirit. He asks not for wealth, nor honour, nor exemption 
from trouble, but to be qualified for the service of God and his generation, he 
asks, (1.) For the Spirit, not that the gifts and graces of the Spirit were in 
Elijah’s power to give, therefore he says not, “Give me the Spirit” (he knew 
very well it was God’s gift), but “Let it be upon me, intercede with God for this 
for me.” Christ bade his disciples ask what they would, not one, but all, and 
promised to send the Spirit, with much more authority and assurance than 
Elijah could. (2.) For his spirit, because he was to be a prophet in his room, to 
carry on his work, to father the sons of the prophets and face their enemies, 
because he had the same perverse generation to deal with that he had, so 
that, if he have not his spirit, he has not strength according to the day. For a 
double portion of his spirit; he does not mean double to what Elijah had, but 
double to what the rest of the prophets had, from whom so much would not be 
expected as from Elisha, who had been brought up under Elijah. It is a holy 
ambition to covet earnestly the best gifts, and those which will render us most 
serviceable to God and our brethren.
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Elijah is carried up to heaven in a fiery chariot, v. 11. Like Enoch, he was 
translated, that he should not see death; and was (as Mr. Cowley expresses it) 
the second man that leaped the ditch where all the rest of mankind fell, and went 
not downward to the sky. Many curious questions might be asked about this 
matter, which could not be answered. Let it suffice that we are here told, what his 
Lord, when he came, found him doing. He was talking with Elisha, instructing 
and encouraging him, directing him in his work, and quickening him to it, for the 
good of those whom he left behind. He was not meditating nor praying, as one 
wholly taken up with the world he was going to, but engaged in edifying 
discourse, as one concerned about the kingdom of God among men. We 
mistake if we think our preparation for heaven is carried on only by 
contemplation and the acts of devotion. His Lord sent for him—a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire, which appeared either descending upon them from the clouds 
or (as bishop Patrick thinks) running towards them upon the ground: in this form 
the angels appeared. The souls of all the faithful are carried by an invisible guard 
of angels into the bosom of Abraham; but, Elijah being to carry his body with him, 
this heavenly guard was visible, not in a human shape, as usual, though they 
might so have borne him up in their arms, or carried him as on eagles’ wings, but 
that would have been to carry him like a child, like a lamp (Isa. 40:11, 31); they 
appear in the form of a chariot and horses, that he may ride in state, may ride in 
triumph, like a prince, like a conqueror, yea, more than a conqueror. We have an 
account of what followed immediately after the translation of Elijah. The tokens 
of God’s presence with Elisha, and the marks of his elevation into Elijah’s room, 
to be, as he had been, a father to the sons of the prophets, and the chariots and 
horsemen of Israel. A curse upon the children of Bethel, which was effectual to 
destroy them; for it was not a curse causeless. At Bethel there was another 
school of prophets. Thither Elisha went next, in this his primary visitation, and the 
scholars there no doubt welcomed him with all possible respect, but the 
townsmen were abusive to him. One of Jeroboam’s calves was at Bethel; this 
they were proud of, and fond of, and hated those that reproved them. The law 
did not empower them to suppress this pious academy, but we may suppose it 
was their usual practice to jeer the prophets as they went along the streets, to 
call them by some nickname or other, that they might expose them to contempt, 
prejudice their youth against them, and, if possible, drive them out of their town. 

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 524). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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