
2 Kings 20

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 20
For a complete picture of Hezekiah in the Bible read: 

2 Kings 18-20, 2 Chronicles 29-32 and Isaiah 36-39
For parallels of this weeks reading: 2 Chronicles 32:, Isaiah 38

1. What message from the Lord did Isaiah have for Hezekiah? What was 
Hezekiah’s response, and what was the result of that response? Can 
you think of a specific prayer you had that the Lord not only answered 
your prayer, but granted you more than you had asked? 

2. What sign did God give King Hezekiah concerning His promise that he 
would recover? Have you ever experienced an answer from the Lord 
that was completely contrary to nature, and could only be considered a 
miracle? How was His glory manifested through this?
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3. What did Hezekiah show the Babylonians? How was his attempt to 
impress his visitors misguided? What did Isaiah prophesy the 
Babylonians would do? How would the kings decendants be affected by 
this? Read 2 Chronicles 32:26 to see what Hezekiah did when he 
heard of the consequences to his actions.

 4. What engineering feat did Hezekiah accomplish? What was the 
purpose of constructing this? Who was to be the next king after 
Hezekiah died?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

Verse 6 suggests that this event took place while Jerusalem was under 
siege by Assyria. It was bad enough that Judah was in danger, but the 
king was about to die. Sometimes it seems that troubles come in packs! 
Death is the last enemy we face (1 Cor. 15:26), and only God can give us 
victory over death.

Hezekiah was delivered because he prayed and used the means God 
provided for healing. Believing prayer can move God even to alter things 
in His universe just to meet our needs.

Hezekiah escaped the lion (1 Pet. 5:8) but succumbed to the serpent (vv. 
12–19). He let the enemy know his secrets! Again, it was pride: “my 
house, my treasures, my days.” His great victory over Assyria gave him 
false confidence as he entertained the Babylonians. He mortgaged his 
people’s future by what he did and was thankful the defeat would not 
come in his own day.

Your decisions today will affect others tomorrow. Make the right decisions!

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 20:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

In this chapter we have, I. Hezekiah’s sickness, and his recovery from that, 
in answer to prayer, in performance of a promise, in the use of means, and 
confirmed with a sign (v. 1–11). II. Hezekiah’s sin, and his recovery from that 
(v. 12–19). In both of these, Isaiah was God’s messenger to him. III. The 
conclusion of his reign (v. 20, 21). The historian, having shown us 
blaspheming Sennacherib destroyed in the midst of the prospects of life, 
here shows us praying Hezekiah delivered in the midst of the prospects of 
death—the days of the former shortened, of the latter prolonged. Here is 
Hezekiah’s sickness: In those days, that is, in the same year in which the 
king of Assyria besieged Jerusalem; for he reigning reigned? in all twenty-
nine years, and surviving this fifteen years, this must be in his fourteenth 
year, and so was that, ch. 18:13. Some think it was at the time that the 
Assyrian army was besieging the city or preparing for it, because God 
promises (v. 6): I will defend the city, which promise was afterwards 
repeated, when the danger came to be most imminent, ch. 19:34. Others 
think it was soon after the defeat of Sennacherib; and then it shows us the 
uncertainty of all our comforts in this world. Hezekiah, in the midst of his 
triumphs in the favour of God, and over the forces of his enemies, is seized 
with sickness, and under the arrest of death. We must therefore always 
rejoice with trembling. It should seem he was sick of the plague, for we read 
of the boil or plague-sore, v. 7. The same disease which was killing to the 
Assyrians was trying to him; God took it from him, and put it upon his 
enemies. Neither greatness nor goodness can exempt us from sickness, 
from sore and mortal sicknesses. Hezekiah, lately favoured of heaven above 
most men, yet is sick unto death—in the midst of his days (under forty) and 
yet sick and dying; and perhaps he was the more apprehensive of its being 
fatal to him because his father died when he was about his age, two or three 
years younger. “In the midst of life we are in death.” Warning brought him to 
prepare for death. It is brought by Isaiah, who had been twice, as stated in 
the former chapter, a messenger of good tidings to him. We cannot expect to 
receive from God’s prophets any other than what they have received from 
the Lord, and we must welcome that, be it pleasing or unpleasing. The 
prophet tells him that his disease is mortal, and, if he be not recovered by a 
miracle of mercy, will certainly be fatal: Thou shalt die, and not live. 
Therefore he must, will all speed, get ready for death: Set thy house in order. 
This we should feel highly concerned to do when we are in health, but are 
most loudly called to do when we come to be sick.



Set the heart in order by renewed acts of repentance, and faith, and 
resignation to God, with cheerful farewells to this world and welcomes to 
another; and, if not done before (which is the best and wisest course), set 
the house in order, make thy will, settle thy estate, put thy affairs in the best 
posture thou canst, for the ease of those that shall come after thee. Isaiah 
speaks not to Hezekiah of his kingdom, only of his house. David, being a 
prophet, had authority to appoint who should reign after him, but other kings 
did not pretend to bequeath their crowns as part of their goods and chattels. 
He prayed unto the Lord, v. 2. Is any sick? Let him be prayed for, let him be 
prayed with, and let him pray. Hezekiah had found, as recorded in the 
foregoing chapter, that it was not in vain to wait upon God, but that the 
prayers of faith bring in answers of peace; therefore will he call upon God as 
long as he lives. Happy experiences of the prevalency of prayer are 
engagements and encouragements to continue instant in prayer. He had 
now received the sentence of death within himself, and, if it was reversible, it 
must be reversed by prayer. When God purposes mercy he will, for this, be 
enquired of, Eze. 36:37. We have not if we ask not, or ask amiss. If the 
sentence was irreversible, yet prayer is one of the best preparations for 
death, because by it we fetch in strength and grace from God to enable us to 
finish well. Observe: 1) The circumstances of this prayer - He turned his face 
to the wall. This he did perhaps for privacy or, as some think, he turned his 
face towards the temple, to show how willingly he would have gone up 
thither, to pray this prayer (as he did, ch. 19:1, 14), if he had been able, and 
remembering what encouragements were given to all the prayers that should 
be made in or towards that house. Also, he wept sorely. Some gather from 
this that he was unwilling to die. It is in the nature of man to have some 
dread of the separation of soul and body, and it was not strange if the Old-
Testament saints, to whom another world was but darkly revealed, were not 
so willing to leave this as Paul and other New-Testament saints were. 2) The 
prayer itself: “Remember now, O Lord! how I have walked before thee in 
truth; and either spare me to live, that I may continue thus to walk, if, if my 
work be done, receive me to that glory which thou hast prepared for those 
that have thus walked.” 3) The humble mention he makes of it to God. Lord, 
remember it now; not as if God needed to be put in mind of any thing by us , 
or as if the reward were of debt, and might be demanded as due (it is 
Christ’s righteousness only that is the purchase of mercy and grace). “It is 
the work of thy own hands. Lord, own it.” Hezekiah does not pray, “Lord, 
spare me,” or, “Lord, take me; God’s will be done;” but, Lord, remember me; 
whether I live or die, let me be thine.
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The kings of Babylon had hitherto been only deputies and tributaries to the 
kings of Assyria, and Nineveh was the royal city. We find Babylon subject to 
the king of Assyria, ch. 17:24. But this king of Babylon began to set up for 
himself, and by degrees things were so changed that Assyria became 
subject to the kings of Babylon. This king of Babylon sent to compliment 
Hezekiah, and ingratiate himself with him upon a double account. The 
Babylonians worshipped the sun, and, perceiving what honour their god had 
done to Hezekiah, in going back for his sake, they thought themselves 
obliged to do honour to him likewise. It is good having those our friends 
whom we perceive to be the favourites of heaven. It was Hezekiah’s duty to 
be civil to the ambassadors and receive them with the respect due to 
ambassadors; but he exceeded, and was courteous to a fault. He was too 
fond of them. He hearkened unto them. Though they were idolaters, yet he 
became intimate with them, was forward to come into a confederacy with the 
king their master, and granted them all they came for. He was more open 
and free than he should have been, and stood not so much upon his guard. 
He was too fond of showing them his palace, his treasures, and his 
magazines, that they might see, and might report to their master, what a 
great king he was, and how well worthy of the honour their master did him. It 
is not said that he showed them the temple, the book of the law, and the 
manner of his worship, that he might proselyte them to the true religion, 
which he had now a fair opportunity of doing; but in compliment to them, lest 
he should affront them, he waived that, and showed them the rich furniture of 
his closet, that house of his precious things, the wealth he had heaped up 
since the king of Assyria had emptied his coffers, his silver, and gold, and 
spices.  All the valuable things he had he showed them, either himself or by 
his officers. And what harm was there in this? What is more commonly, and 
(as we think) more innocently, done, than to show strangers the riches and 
rarities of a country—to show our friends our houses and their furniture, our 
gardens, stables, and libraries? But if we do this in the pride of our hearts, as 
Hezekiah did, to gain applause from men, and not giving praise to God, it 
turns into sin to us, as it did to him. We see that wicked Ahaz was the son of 
a godly father and the father of a godly son; holy Hezekiah was the son of a 
wicked father and the father of a wicked son. When the land was not 
reformed, as it should have been, by a good reign, it was plagued and 
ripened for ruin by a bad one; yet then tried again with a good one, that it 
might appear how loth God was to cut off his people.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
complete and unabridged in one volume (p. 554). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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