
2 Kings 22

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 22

For a parallel account, read 2 Chronicles 34

1. How old was Josiah when he began to reign? Was he a good or bad 
king? Who’s example did he follow? Is there a Christian figure in your 
life that has influenced your walk with the Lord?

2. What did Josiah repair? What was found there during the renovation? 
What was Josiah’s response to the findings? Why did he respond this 
way?
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3. Who did the king send to the Temple to enquire of the Lord concerning 
the words of what was found? What prophet did they consult once they 
were there? 

 4. What did Josiah fear about the future of Jerusalem? Why did he fear 
this? What did the Lord, through Huldah, promise to Josiah? What was 
the reason for this promise? How does this promise relate to us today?
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With the Word Bible Commentary

At the age of sixteen, Josiah began to seek the Lord and live for Him. Was 
his mother a special godly influence in his life? Her name means “beloved” 
and is very much like the Lord’s “pet name” for Solomon (2 Sam. 12:25). 
Certainly Hilkiah the high priest saw to it that the young king honored the 
Lord. Never underestimate the power of godly influence.

Manasseh rebuilt everything that his father tore down (2 Kings 21:3), but 
Josiah tore down what Manasseh built up (2 Chron. 34:3–7). But 
reformation alone will not change people; there must be repentance and 
renewal within the heart. That came with the finding of the Law in the 
temple. (Imagine losing the Word of God in the house of God!)

It is good to have God’s Word; it is even better to hear God’s Word; but the 
greatest blessing of all is to heed God’s Word (James 1:19–25). The king 
humbled himself before the Lord, and God spared the land.

Have you “lost” the Word of God somewhere, even in the midst of a 
religious life? Does God still speak to you, and do you obey?

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 22:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

This chapter begins the story of the reign of good king Josiah, whose 
goodness shines the brighter because it came just after so much 
wickedness, which he had the honour to reform, and just before so great a 
destruction, which yet he had not the honour to prevent. Here, after his 
general character (v. 1, 2), we have a particular account of the respect he 
paid I. To God’s house, which he repaired (v. 3–7). II. To God’s book, which 
he was much affected with the reading of (v. 8–11). III. To God’s 
messengers, whom he thereupon consulted (v. 12–14). And by whom he 
received from God an answer threatening Jerusalem’s destruction (v. 15–
17), but promising favour to him (v. 18–20), upon which he set about that 
glorious work of reformation which we have an account of in the next 
chapter. Josiah was very young when he began to reign (v. 1), only eight 
years old. Solomon says, Woe unto thee, O land! when thy king is a child; 
but happy art thou, O land! when thy king is such a child. Our English Israel 
had once a king that was such a child, Edward VI. Josiah, being young, had 
not received any bad impressions from the example of his father and 
grandfather, but soon saw their errors, and God gave his grace to take 
warning by them. See Eze. 18:14, etc. He did that which was right in the 
sight of the Lord, v. 2. See the sovereignty of divine grace—the father 
passed by and left to perish in his sin, the son a chosen vessel. See the 
triumphs of that grace—Josiah born of a wicked father, no good education 
nor good example given him, but many about him who no doubt advised him 
to tread in his father’s steps and few that gave him any good counsel, and 
yet the grace of God made him an eminent saint, cut him off from the wild 
olive and grafted him into the good olive, Rom. 11:24. Nothing is too hard for 
that grace to do. He walked in a good way, and turned not aside (as some of 
his predecessors had done who began well) to the right hand nor to the left. 
There are errors on both hands, but God kept him in the right way; he fell 
neither into superstition nor profaneness. Josiah took care for the repair of 
the temple. This he did in the eighteenth year of his reign, v. 3. Compare 2 
Chr. 34:8. He began much sooner to seek the Lord (as appears, 2 Chr. 
34:3), but it is to be feared the work of reformation went slowly on and met 
with much opposition, so that he could not effect what he desired and 
designed, till his power was thoroughly confirmed. The consideration of the 
time we unavoidably lost in our minority should quicken us, when we have 
come to years, to act with so much the more vigour in the service of God. 
Having begun late we have need to work hard. 



He sent Shaphan, the secretary of state, to Hilkiah the high priest, to take an 
account of the money that was collected for this use by the door-keepers (v. 
4); for, it seems, they took much the same way of raising the money that 
Joash took, ch. 12:9. When people gave by a little at a time the burden was 
insensible, and, the contribution being voluntary, it was not complained of. 
This money, so collected, he ordered him to lay out for the repair of the 
temple, v. 5, 6. And now, it seems, the workmen (as in the days of Joash) 
acquitted themselves so well that there was no reckoning made with them (v. 
7), which is certainly mentioned to the praise of the workmen, that they 
gained such a reputation for honesty, but whether to the praise of those that 
employed them I know not; a man should count money (we say) after his 
own father; it would not have been amiss to have reckoned with the 
workmen, that others also might be satisfied of their honesty. In repairing the 
temple, the book of the law was happily found and brought to the king, v. 8, 
10. Some think this book was the autograph, or original manuscript, of the 
five books of Moses, under his own hand; others think it was only an ancient 
and authentic copy. Most likely it was that which, by the command of Moses, 
was laid up in the most holy place, Deu. 31:24, etc. It seems, this book of the 
law was lost or missing. Perhaps it was carelessly mislaid and neglected, 
thrown by into a corner (as some throw their Bibles), by those that knew not 
the value of it, and forgotten there; or it was maliciously concealed by some 
of the idolatrous kings, or their agents, who were restrained by the 
providence of God or their own consciences from burning and destroying it, 
but buried it, in hopes it would never see the light again; or, as some think, it 
was carefully laid up by some of its friends, lest it should fall into the hands 
of its enemies. Whoever were the instruments of its preservation, we ought 
to acknowledge the hand of God in it. If this was the only authentic copy of 
the Pentateuch then in being, which had (as I may say) so narrow a turn for 
its life and was so near perishing, I wonder the hearts of all good people did 
not tremble for that sacred treasure, as Eli’s for the ark, and I am sure we 
now have reason to thank God, upon our knees, for that happy providence 
by which Hilkiah found this book at this time, found it when he sought it not, 
Isa. 65:1. If the holy scriptures had not been of God, they would not have 
been in being at this day; God’s care of the Bible is a plain indication of his 
interest in it. For the rest of the chapter, we hear no more of the repairing of 
the temple: no doubt that good work went on well; but the book of the law 
that was found in it occupies us now, and well it may.
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It is not laid up in the king’s cabinet as a piece of antiquity, a rarity to be 
admired, but it is read before the king. Those put the truest honour upon 
their Bibles that study them and converse with them daily, feed on that bread 
and walk by that light. Men of honour and business must look upon an 
acquaintance with God’s word to be their best business and honour. We 
have here the impressions which the reading of the law made upon Josiah. 
He rent his clothes, as one ashamed of the sin of his people and afraid of the 
wrath of God; he had long thought the case of his kingdom bad, by reason of 
the idolatries and impieties that had been found among them, but he never 
thought it so bad as he perceived it to be by the book of the law now read to 
him. The rending of his clothes signified the rending of his heart for the 
dishonour done to God, and the ruin he saw coming upon his people. Two 
things we may suppose he desired to know: What we shall do; what course 
we shall take to turn away God’s wrath and prevent the judgments which our 
sins have deserved.” Convictions of sin and wrath should put us upon this 
enquiry, What shall we do to be saved? Wherewithal shall we come before 
the Lord? If you will thus enquire, enquire quickly, before it be too late. The 
second question was “What we may expect and must provide for.” He 
acknowledges, “Our fathers have not hearkened to the words of this book; if 
this be the rule of right, certainly our fathers have been much in the wrong.” 
Now that the commandment came sin revived, and appeared sin; in the 
glass of the law, he saw the sins of his people more numerous and more 
heinous than he had before seen them, and more exceedingly sinful. Huldah 
returned it not in the language of a courtier—”Pray give my humble service 
to his Majesty, and let him know that this is the message I have for him from 
the God of Israel;” but in the dialect of a prophetess, speaking from him 
before whom all stand upon the same level—Tell the man that sent you to 
me, v. 15. Even kings, though gods to us, are men to God, and shall so be 
dealt with; for with him there is no respect of persons. This is promised to 
Josiah: Thou shalt go to thy grave in peace, which refers not to the manner 
of his death (for he was killed in a battle), but to the time of it; it was a little 
before the captivity in Babylon, that great trouble, in comparison with which 
the rest were as nothing, so that he might be truly said to die in peace that 
did not live to share in that. He died in the love and favour of God, which 
secure such a peace as no circumstances of dying, no, not dying in the field 
of war, could alter the nature of, or break in upon.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
complete and unabridged in one volume (p. 556). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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