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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 23

For a parallel account, read 2 Chronicles 35

1. What did Josiah read to the people? What was the result of this 
reading? What are some of the things that Josiah removed from in or 
near the temple? How does this relate to what we are taught concerning 
the End Times church?

2. What ritual had been done at Topheth? Who was being worshipped 
when this was done? What did Josiah do at Bethel? What did he do to 
“desecrate” the altar? What prophecy did this fulfill? (See 1 Kings 
13:1-3).
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3. What did the king order the people to do when his cleansing work had 
been completed? How long had it been since Israel had celebrated this 
command of God?

 4. How did Josiah compare with other kings? How did he die? Who did the 
people of the land anoint and put in place to be king? How did his reign 
end? Who took his place? How was he “appointed” king?
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With the Word Bible Commentary

The temple was really in bad shape when Josiah began his reformation. 
The priests had lost the Word of God in the temple (22:8) and had 
permitted idolatrous things to accumulate there. When God’s truth is 
neglected, it is easy for the false to move in and take over. Perhaps our 
lives and our churches could use a good “housecleaning” occasionally!

Josiah’s work was the fulfillment of the prophecy that had been made 
years before (1 Kings 13:1–5). As he obeyed the Word of God, he 
removed what was evil and practiced what was good. The observance of 
Passover reminded the people that they belonged to the Lord and must 
put evil out of their lives.

It is sad that Josiah became proud and dared Pharaoh to fight him (2 
Chron. 35:20–25). That led to his death and the ultimate downfall of the 
kingdom of Judah. Amaziah had made the same mistake (2 Kings 14:9–
20).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 23:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

We have here the happy continuance of the goodness of Josiah’s reign, and 
the progress of the reformation he began, reading the law (v. 1, 2), renewing 
the covenant (v. 3), cleansing the temple (v. 4), and rooting out idols and 
idolatry, with all the relics thereof, in all places, as far as his power reached 
(v. 5–20), keeping a solemn passover (v. 21–23), and clearing the country of 
witches (v. 24); and in all this acting with extraordinary vigour (v. 25). II. The 
unhappy conclusion of it in his untimely death, as a token of the continuance 
of God’s wrath against Jerusalem (v. 26–30). III. The more unhappy 
consequences of his death, in the bad reigns of his two sons Jehoahaz and 
Jehoiakim, that came after him (v. 31–37). Josiah had received a message 
from God that there was no preventing the ruin of Jerusalem, but that he 
should deliver only his own soul; yet he did not therefore sit down in despair, 
and resolve to do nothing for his country because he could not do all he 
would. No, he would do his duty, and then leave the event to God. A public 
reformation was the thing resolved on; if any thing could prevent the 
threatened ruin it must be that; and here we have the preparations for that 
reformation. He summoned a general assembly of the states, the elders, the 
magistrates or representatives of Judah and Jerusalem, to meet him in the 
house of the Lord, with the priests and prophets, the ordinary and 
extraordinary ministers, that, they all joining in it, it might become a national 
act and so be the more likely to prevent national judgments; they were all 
called to attend (v. 1, 2), that the business might be done with the more 
solemnity, that they might all advise and assist in it, and that those who were 
against it might be discouraged from making any opposition. Instead of 
making a speech to this convention, he ordered the book of the law to be 
read to them; nay, it should seem, he read it himself (v. 2), as one much 
affected with it and desirous that they should be so too. Josiah thinks it not 
below him to be a reader, any more than Solomon did to be a preacher, nay, 
and David himself to be a door-keeper in the house of God. Besides the 
convention of the great men, he had a congregation of the men of Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to hear the law read. It is really the interest 
of princes to promote the knowledge of the scriptures in their dominions. If 
the people be but as stedfastly resolved to obey by law as he is to govern by 
law, the kingdom will be happy. All people are concerned to know the 
scripture, and all in authority to spread the knowledge of it.



We have here an account of such a reformation as we have not met with in all 
the history of the kings of Judah, such thorough riddance made of all the 
abominable things and such foundations laid of a glorious good work; and here 
I cannot but wonder at two things: 1. That so many wicked things should have 
got in, and kept standing so long, as we find here removed. 2. That 
notwithstanding the removal of these wicked things, and the hopeful prospects 
here given of a happy settlement, yet within a few years Jerusalem was utterly 
destroyed, and even this did not save it; for the generality of the people, after 
all, hated to be reformed. The founder melteth in vain, and therefore reprobate 
silver shall men call them, Jer. 6:29, 30. What abundance of wickedness there 
was, and had been, in Judah and Jerusalem. One would not have believed it 
possible that in Judah, where God was known—in Israel, where his name was 
great—in Salem, in Sion, where his dwelling place was, such abominations 
should be found as here we have an account of. Josiah had now reigned 
eighteen years, and had himself set the people a good example, and kept up 
religion according to law; and yet, when he came to make inquisition for 
idolatry, the depth and extent of the dunghill he had to carry away appeared 
almost incredible. Even in the house of the Lord, that sacred temple which 
Solomon built, and dedicated to the honour and for the worship of the God of 
Israel, there were found vessels, all manner of utensils, for the worship of Baal, 
and of the grove (or Ashtaroth), and of all the host of heaven, v. 4. Though 
Josiah had suppressed the worship of idols, yet the utensils made for that 
worship were all carefully preserved, even in the temple itself, to be used again 
whenever the present restraint should be taken off; nay, even the grove itself, 
the image of it, was yet standing in the temple (v. 6); some make it the image 
of Venus, the same with Ashtaroth. Just at the entering in of the house of the 
Lord was a stable for horses kept (would you think it?) for a religious use; they 
were holy horses, given to the sun (v. 11), as if he needed them who rejoiceth 
as a strong man to run a race (Ps. 19:5), or rather they would thus represent to 
themselves the swiftness of his motion, which they much admired, making 
their religion to conform to the poetical fictions of the chariot of the sun, the 
follies of which even a little philosophy, without any divinity, would have 
exposed and made them ashamed of. Some say that those horses were to be 
led forth in pomp every morning to meet the rising sun, others that the 
worshippers of the sun rode out upon them to adore the rising sun; it should 
seem that they drew the chariots of the sun, which the people worshipped.
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Upon the reading of these verses (25-30), we must say, Lord, though thy 
righteousness be as the great mountains—evident, conspicuous, and past 
dispute, yet thy judgments are a great deep, unfathomable and past finding 
out, Ps. 36:6. What shall we say to this? It is here owned that Josiah was 
one of the best kings that ever sat upon the throne of David, v. 25. As 
Hezekiah was a non-such for faith and dependence upon God in straits (ch. 
18:5), so Josiah was a non-such for sincerity and zeal in carrying on a work 
of reformation. For this there was none like him, 1. That he turned to the 
Lord from whom his fathers had revolted. It is true religion to turn to God as 
one we have chosen and love. He did what he could to turn his kingdom also 
to the Lord. 2. That he did this with his heart and soul; his affections and 
aims were right in what he did. Those make nothing of their religion that do 
not make heart-work of it. 3. That he did it with all his heart, and all his soul, 
and all his might—with vigour, and courage, and resolution: he could not 
otherwise have broken through the difficulties he had to grapple with. What 
great things may we bring to pass in the service of God if we be but lively 
and hearty in it! 4. That he did this according to all the law of Moses, in an 
exact observance of that law and with an actual regard to it. His zeal did not 
transport him into any irregularities, but, in all he did, he walked by rule. 
Notwithstanding this he was cut off by a violent death in the midst of his 
days, and his kingdom was ruined within a few years after. Consequent upon 
such a reformation as this, one would have expected nothing but the 
prosperity and glory both of king and kingdom; but, quite contrary, we find 
both under a cloud. Even the reformed kingdom continues marked for ruin. 
For all this (v. 26) the Lord turned not from the fierceness of his great wrath. 
That is certainly true, which God spoke by the prophet (Jer. 18:7, 8), that if a 
nation, doomed to destruction, turn from the evil of sin, God will repent of the 
evil of punishment; and therefore we must conclude that Josiah’s people, 
though they submitted to Josiah’s power, did not heartily imbibe Josiah’s 
principles. Jerusalem saw not a good day after Josiah was laid in his grave, 
but one trouble came after another, till within twenty-two years it was quite 
destroyed. Of the reign of two of his sons here is a short account; the former 
we find here a prisoner and the latter a tributary to the king of Egypt, and 
both so in the very beginning of their reign. 

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
complete and unabridged in one volume (p. 559). Peabody: Hendrickson.

9  


