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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 25

For a parallel account, read 2 Chronicles 36

1. Who led his entire army against Jerusalem? What did they build against 
the city walls? What was the result of the seige? What happened to 
Zedekiah?

2. What did the Babylonians do to the temple? Who led this? What other 
things did the Babylonian army destroy? Who did they leave behind, to 
tend to the vineyards and the fields? Why do you think they chose tthis 
group of people?
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3. Besides the people taken into exile, what else was carried into Babylon? 
How long had those things been there? What did Nebuzaradan have 
done to the “key” citizens and officials, as well as religious leaders?

 4. Who became king of Babylon after Nebucadnezzar died? Who was 
released from prison when he came to reign? What things did this king 
do for him for the rest of his life?
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With the Word Bible Commentary

2 KINGS 24–25

A series of weak and ungodly rulers led Judah into ruin as the sins of 
Manasseh came up for judgment. The consequences of decisions may not 
appear immediately, but they eventually come. Leaders may forget their 
decisions, but their decisions will not forget them. “Be sure your sin will 
find you out” is the sure word of God (Num. 32:23).

The nation had been rotting away at the center for years and was no 
match for the mighty Babylonian army. The king was captured, the city and 
temple were destroyed, and the people were taken into captivity. During 
the period of the judges, God had chastened them in the land; now He 
would chasten them outside their land. If they wanted to live like the 
idolaters, let them live with the idolaters.

As they were led off into captivity, do you think any of the people 
remembered Solomon’s prayer to God (1 Kings 8:46–53) or God’s 
message to Solomon (1 Kings 9:1–9)?

Submit to God
The governor urged the Jews to submit to God’s chastening in Babylon 
and be good citizens (1 Kings 25:24). The prophet Jeremiah wrote them a 
letter saying the same thing (Jer. 29). When God chastens us, we only 
make matters worse when we resent it and resist it. We should yield to our 
Father’s loving will and let Him work out His purposes (Heb. 12:1–11).    
  

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 24:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

Ever since David’s time Jerusalem had been a celebrated place, beautiful 
for situation and the joy of the whole earth: while the book of psalms lasts 
that name will sound great. In the New Testament we read much of it, when 
it was, as here, ripening again for its ruin. In the close of the Bible we read of 
a new Jerusalem. Every thing therefore that concerns Jerusalem is worthy 
our regard. In this chapter we have, I. The utter destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Chaldeans, the city besieged and taken (v. 1–4), the houses burnt (v. 8, 
9), and wall broken down (v. 10), and the inhabitants carried away into 
captivity (v. 11, 12). The glory of Jerusalem was, 1. That it was the royal city, 
where were set “the thrones of the house of David;” but that glory has now 
departed, for the prince is made a most miserable prisoner, the seed royal is 
destroyed (v. 5–7), and the principal officers are put to death (v. 18–21). 2. 
That it was the holy city, where was the testimony of Israel; but that glory 
has departed, for Solomon’s temple is burnt to the ground (v. 9) and the 
sacred vessels that remained are carried away to Babylon (v. 13–17). Thus 
has Jerusalem become as a widow, Lam. 1:1. Ichabod—Where is the glory? 
II. The distraction and dispersion of the remnant that was left in Judah under 
Gedaliah (v. 22–26). III. The countenance which, after thirty-seven years’ 
imprisonment, was given to Jehoiachin the captive king of Judah (v. 27–30). 
We left king Zedekiah in rebellion against the king of Babylon (ch. 24:20), 
contriving and endeavouring to shake off his yoke, when he was no way 
able to do it, nor took the right method by making God his friend first. Now 
here we have an account of the fatal consequences of that attempt. The king 
of Babylon’s army laid siege to Jerusalem, v. 1. What should hinder them 
when the country was already in their possession? ch. 24:2. They built forts 
against the city round about, whence, by such arts of war as they then had, 
they battered it, sent into it instruments of death, and kept out of it the 
necessary supports of life. Formerly Jerusalem had been compassed with 
the favour of God as with a shield, but now their defence had departed from 
them and their enemies surrounded them on every side. Those that by sin 
have provoked God to leave them will find that innumerable evils will 
compass them about. Two years this siege lasted; at first the army retired, 
for fear of the king of Egypt (Jer. 37:11), but, finding him not so powerful as 
they thought, they soon returned, with a resolution not to quit the city till they 
had made themselves masters of it.



During this siege the famine prevailed (v. 3), so that for a long time they ate 
their bread by weight and with care, Eze. 4:16. Thus they were punished for 
their gluttony and excess, their fulness of bread and feeding themselves 
without fear. At length there was no bread for the people of the land, that is, the 
common people, the soldiers, whereby they were weakened and rendered 
unfit for service. Now they ate their own children for want of food. See this 
foretold by one prophet (Eze. 5:10) and bewailed by another, Lam. 4:3, etc. 
Jeremiah earnestly persuaded the king to surrender (Jer. 38:17), but his heart 
was hardened to his destruction. At length the city was taken by storm: it was 
broken up, v. 4. The besiegers made a breach in the wall, at which they forced 
their way into it. The king, his family, and all his great men, made their escape 
in the night, by some secret passages which the besiegers either had not 
discovered or did not keep their eye upon, v. 4. But those as much deceive 
themselves who think to escape God’s judgments as those who think to brave 
them; the feet of him that flees from them will as surely fail as the hands of him 
that fights against them. When God judges he will overcome. Intelligence was 
given to the Chaldeans of the king’s flight, and which way he had gone, so that 
they soon overtook him, v. 5. His guards were scattered from him, every man 
shifting for his own safety. Had he put himself under God’s protection, that 
would not have failed him now. He was brought to the king of Babylon, and 
tried by a council of war for rebelling against him who set him up, and to whom 
he had sworn fidelity. God and man had a quarrel with him for this; see Eze. 
17:16, etc. His sons were slain before his eyes, though children, that this 
doleful spectacle, the last his eyes were to behold, might leave an impression 
of grief and horror upon his spirit as long as he lived. His eyes were put out, by 
which he was deprived of that common comfort of human life which is given 
even to those that are in misery, and to the bitter in soul, the light of the sun, by 
which he was also disabled for any service. By this two prophecies that 
seemed to contradict one another were both fulfilled. Jeremiah prophesied that 
Zedekiah should be brought to Babylon, Jer. 32:5; 34:3. Ezekiel prophesied 
that he should not see Babylon, Eze. 12:13. He was brought thither, but, his 
eyes being put out, he did not see it. Thus he ended his days, before he ended 
his life. He was bound in fetters of brass and so carried to Babylon. He that 
was blind needed not be bound (his blindness fettered him), but, for his greater 
disgrace, they led him bound; only, whereas common malefactors are laid in 
irons (Ps. 105:18; 107:10), he, being a prince, was bound with fetters of brass; 
but that the metal was somewhat nobler and lighter was little comfort, while still 
he was in fetters. 
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Though we have reason to think that the army of the Chaldeans were much 
enraged against the city for holding out with so much stubbornness, yet they 
did not therefore put all to fire and sword as soon as they had taken the city 
(which is too commonly done in such cases), but about a month after 
(compare v. 8 with v. 3) Nebuzar-adan was sent with orders to complete the 
destruction of Jerusalem. This space God gave them to repent, after all the 
foregoing days of his patience, but in vain; their hearts (for aught that 
appears) were still hardened, and therefore execution is awarded to the 
utmost. The city and temple are burnt, v. 9. It does not appear that the king 
of Babylon designed to send any colonies to people Jerusalem and therefore 
he ordered it to be laid in ashes, as a nest of rebels. At the burning of the 
king’s house and the houses of the great men one cannot so much wonder 
(the inhabitants had, by their sins, made them combustible), but that the 
house of the Lord should perish in these flames, that that holy and beautiful 
house should be burnt with fire (Isa. 64:11), is very strange. That house 
which David prepared for, and which Solomon built at such a vast expense—
that house which had the eye and heart of God perpetually upon it (1 Ki. 9:3)
—might not that have been snatched as a brand out of this burning? No, it 
must not be fire-proof against God’s judgments. This stately structure must 
be turned into ashes, and it is probable the ark in it, for the enemies, having 
heard how dearly the Philistines paid for the abusing of it, durst not seize 
that, nor did any of its friends take care to preserve it, for then we should 
have heard of it again in the second temple. The people trusted to the 
temple, as if that would protect them in their sins (Jer. 7:4), but God, by this, 
let them know that when they had profaned it they would find it but a refuge 
of lies. This temple had stood about 420, some say 430 years. The people 
having forfeited the promises made concerning it, those promises must be 
understood of the gospel-temple, which is God’s rest for ever. The city of 
Jerusalem was quite laid waste. Some people there were in the land of 
Judah (v. 22) that had weathered the storm, and (which was no small favour 
at this time, Jer. 45:5) had their lives given them for a prey. Thirty-six of the 
seventy years were now past, and almost as many were yet behind, and 
now to see their king thus advanced would be a comfortable earnest to them 
of their own release in due time, in the set time.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
complete and unabridged in one volume (p. 561). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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