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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. Who was the father of Jehoram? Even though Jehoram did not depart 
from the sins of Jeroboam, what did he do that showed his extent of evil 
was not quite as bad as his father and mother?

2. Why did Jehoram ask Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, to help him? What 
was Jehoshaphat’s response? Who else joined them in their battle 
against Moab?

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 3
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 3. When the three armies had traveled for seven days, what did they 
discover? What did Jehoshaphat want to do? How did Elisha respond? 
Who did Elisha request before replying to the kings? 

 4. What did the Moabites think when they saw the sun shining on the 
water? What happened when the arrived at the Israelite camp? What 
did the king of Moab do when he saw the battle had gone against 
him?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary

King Jehoshaphat was wrong to ally himself with the king of Israel (1 Kings 
22), but Elisha did not withdraw from him because of that. The presence of 
the king of Judah was the only thing that motivated Elisha to help the kings 
in their plight. God still had a lamp in Judah for the sake of David.

The lack of water reminded all three kings that God was in control and 
their combined power meant nothing without Him. Samson had a similar 
experience (Judg. 15:18–20). The same water that meant salvation to the 
three armies brought defeat to overconfident Moab. (See Exod. 10:21–23; 
2 Cor. 2:14–16.)

Hoping to get some good out of the war, the king of Moab attacked Edom 
alone, but he failed to conquer. In desperation, he even sacrificed the 
crown prince. The deed was so repulsive to Judah and Moab that they left 
the field in great anger against Israel for ever getting them involved. When 
you join forces with those who do not love God, you never know what will 
happen to embarrass or offend you or to disgrace the Lord’s name.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 3:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

We are now called to attend the public affairs of Israel, in which we shall find 
Elisha concerned. Here is, I. The general character of Jehoram, king of Israel 
(v. 1–3). II. A war with Moab, in which Jehoram and his allies were engaged (v. 
4–8). III. The straits which the confederate army were reduced to in their 
expedition against Moab, and their consulting Elisha in that distress, with the 
answer of peace he gave them (v. 9–19). IV. The glorious issue of this 
campaign (v. 20–25) and the barbarous method the king of Moab took to oblige 
the confederate army to retire (v. 26, 27). The house of Ahab is doomed to 
destruction; and, though in this chapter we have both its character and its 
condition better than before, yet the threatened ruin is not far off. Jehoram, the 
son of Ahab, and brother of Ahaziah, is here upon the throne of Israel; and, 
though he was but a bad man, yet two commendable things are here recorded 
of him:— (1). That he removed his father’s idols. He did evil in many things, but 
not like his father Ahab or his mother Jezebel, v. 2. Bad he was, but not so bad, 
so overmuch wicked, as Solomon speaks, Eccl. 7:17. Perhaps Jehoshaphat, 
though by his alliance with the house of Ahab he made his own family worse, 
did something towards making Ahab’s better. Jehoram saw his father and 
brother cut off for worshipping Baal, and wisely took warning by God’s 
judgments on them, and put away the image of Baal, resolving to worship the 
God of Israel only, and consult none but his prophets. So far was well, yet it did 
not prevent the destruction of Ahab’s family, nay, that destruction came in his 
days, and fell immediately upon him (ch. 9:24), though he was one of the best 
of the family, for then the measure of its iniquity was full. Jehoram’s reformation 
was next to none; for, 1. He only put away the image of Baal which his father 
had made, and this probably in compliment to Jehoshaphat, who otherwise 
would not have come into confederacy with him, any more than with his 
brother, 1 Ki. 22:49. But he did not destroy the worship of Baal among the 
people, for Jehu found it prevalent, ch. 10:19. (2). He did what he could to 
recover his brother’s losses. As he had something more of the religion of an 
Israelite than his father, so he had something more of the spirit of a king than 
his brother. Moab rebelled against Israel, immediately upon the death of Ahab, 
ch. 1:1. And we do not find that Ahaziah made any attempt to chastise or 
reduce them, but tamely let go his interest in them, rather than entertain the 
cares, undergo the fatigues, and run the hazards, of a war with them. His folly 
and pusillanimity herein, and his indifference to the public good, were the more 
aggravated because the tribute which the king of Moab paid was a very 
considerable branch of the revenue of the crown of Israel: 100,000 lambs, and 
100,000 wethers, v. 4.



Jehoram has no sooner got the sceptre into his hand than he takes the sword 
into his hand, to reduce Moab. Crowns bring great cares and perils to the 
heads that wear them; no sooner in honour than in war. We have the 
concerting of this expedition between Jehoram king of Israel and Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah. Jehoram levied an army (v. 6), and such an opinion he had of 
the godly king of Judah that he courted him to be his confederate: Wilt thou go 
with me against Moab? And he gained him. Jehoshaphat said, I will go up. I 
am as thou art, v. 7. Judah and Israel, though unhappily divided from each 
other, yet can unite against Moab a common enemy. Jehoshaphat upbraids 
them not with their revolt from the house of David, nor makes it an article of 
their alliance that they shall return to their allegiance, though he had good 
reason to insist upon it, but treats with Israel as a sister-kingdom. Those are 
no friends to their own peace and strength who can never find in their hearts to 
forgive and forget an old injury, and unite with those that have formerly broken 
in upon their rights. Quod initio non vulvit, tractu temporis invalescit—That 
which was originally destitute of authority in the progress of time acquires it. 
He consulted him as his confidant, v. 8. He took advice of Jehoshaphat, who 
had more wisdom and experience than himself, which way they should make 
their descent upon the country of Moab; and he advised that they should not 
march against them the nearest way, over Jordan, but go round through the 
wilderness of Edom, that they might take the king of Edom (who was tributary 
to him) and his forces along with them If two be better than one, much more 
will not a three-fold cord be easily broken. Jehoshaphat had like to have paid 
dearly for joining with Ahab, yet he joined with his son, and this expedition also 
had like to have been fatal to him. There is nothing got by being yoked with 
unbelievers. The great straits that the army of the confederates was reduced 
to in this expedition. Before they saw the face of an enemy they were all in 
danger of perishing for want of water, v. 9. This ought to have been considered 
before they ventured a march through the wilderness, the same wilderness (or 
very near it) where their ancestors wanted water, Num. 20:2. God suffers his 
people, by their own improvidence, to bring themselves into distress, that the 
wisdom, power, and goodness of his providence may be glorified in their relief. 
What is more cheap and common than water? It is drink to every beast of the 
field, Ps. 104:11. Yet the want of it will soon humble and ruin kings and armies.
Jehoshaphat’s good motion to ask counsel of God in this exigency, v. 11.
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It was well that Jehoshaphat enquired of the Lord now, but it would have been 
much better if he had done it sooner, before he engaged in this war, or steered 
this course; so the distress might have been prevented. Good men are 
sometimes remiss and forgetful, and neglect their duty till necessity and affliction 
drive them to it. Elisha recommended as a proper person for them to consult with 
v. 11.  We may wonder if Elisha should follow the camp, especially in such a 
tedious march as this, as a volunteer, unasked, unobserved, and in no post of 
honour at all; not in the office of priest of the war (Deu. 20:2) or president of the 
council of war, but in such obscurity that none of the kings knew they had such a 
jewel in the treasures of their camp, nor so good a friend in their retinue. We may 
suppose it was by special direction from heaven that Elisha attended the war, as 
the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof. Thus does God anticipate his 
people with the blessings of his goodness and provide his oracles for those that 
provide them not for themselves. It would often be bad with us if God did not 
take more care of us, both for soul and body, than we take for ourselves. In 
verses 20-27, we have here the divine gift of both those things which God had 
promised by Elisha—water and victory, and the former not only a pledge of the 
latter, but a means of it. God, who created, and commands, all the waters, both 
above and beneath the firmament, sent them an abundance of water on a 
sudden, which did them double service. It relieved their armies, which were 
ready to perish, v. 20. And, which was very observable, this relief came just at 
the time of the offering of the morning sacrifice upon the altar at Jerusalem, a 
certain time, and universally known. That time Elisha chose for his hour of prayer 
(it is likely looking towards the temple, for so there were to do in their prayers 
when they were going out to battle and encamped at a distance, 1 Ki. 8:44), in 
token of his communion with the temple-service, and his expectation of success 
by virtue of the great sacrifice. It deceived their enemies, who were ready to 
triumph, into the destruction. Notice was given to the Moabites of the advances 
of the confederate army, to oppose which all that were able to put on armour 
were posted upon the frontiers, where they were ready to give the Israelites a 
warm reception (v. 21), promising themselves that it would be easy dealing with 
an army fatigued by so long a march through the wilderness of Edom. The king 
of Edom sacrificed his son as a burnt offering and the effect it had was there was 
great indignation against Israel for driving him to this extremity, whereupon they 
raised the siege and returned. Tender and generous spirits will not do that, 
though just, which will drive any man distracted, or make him desperate.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 525). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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