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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. In what way did the widow woman pay her debts? Have you ever been 
in a position where you know it was a miracle that got you through? 
How was God glorified in that situation?

2. What did the Shunammite woman and her husband make for Elisha? 
What miraculous thing happened to the Shunammite woman? In verses 
23-26, what did the Shunammite woman say that showed her faith? 
How do you show your faith? Can others see that faith in you?

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 4
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 3. What miracle happened for the son of the Shunammite woman? How 
did this come about? What was the evidence that the son was brought 
back to life? Does sneezing have a spiritual counterpart? What is that 
equivalent?

 4. What was the state of Gilgal when Elisha returned from the 
Shunammite’s home? What was wrong with the stew that had been 
prepared for them to eat? Are there times when we put unknown 
“ingredients” into our pot of life, and find that is poisonous to us? What 
is the only antidote for this poison?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary

Elisha ministered to individuals and accepted the hospitality of friends. He 
was like Jesus Christ in that respect, while Elijah was more like John the 
Baptist: alone, rugged, a preacher to the nation. Although God equips 
different people to work in different ways, He is Lord of all (1 Cor. 12:1–
11). It is too bad people do not recognize this fact and receive the ministry 
no matter who the minister is (Luke 7:31–35; 1 Cor. 1:10–17).

A husband died, yet God met the needs of the family (vv. 1–7). A son died, 
yet God raised him and restored the family (vv. 8–37). A group of prophets 
almost died because of poisoned stew, yet God removed the danger (vv. 
38–41). A group of believers would have died from starvation, but God 
multiplied the bread and sustained them (vv. 42–44). All of these miracles 
remind you to give God what you have and let Him do what He wills.

Gehazi is declining spiritually, but the consequences will not appear until 
later. He was unkind to the Shunammite woman (v. 27; see also Matt. 
15:23; Mark 10:13; Luke 9:49), and he had no power to help her. He went 
through the motions, but no life came. You can fellowship day after day 
with people of power, like the prophet Elisha, and still backslide. Beware!

Three Important Questions
What are your answers to the three questions the prophet asked the 
Shunammite woman? “Is it well with you? Is it well with your husband [or 
wife]? Is it well with the child?” (2 Kings 4:26).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 4:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

Great service Elisha had done, in he foregoing chapter, for the three kings: to 
his prayers and prophecies they owed their lives and triumphs. One would 
have expected that the next chapter would tell us what honours and what 
dignities were conferred on Elisha for this, that he should immediately be 
preferred at court, and made prime-minister of state, that Jehoshaphat should 
take him home with him, and advance him in his kingdom. No, the wise man 
delivered the army, but no man remembered the wise man, Eccl. 9:15. Or, if he 
had preferment offered him, he declined it: he preferred the honour of doing 
good in the schools of the prophets before that of being great in the courts of 
princes. God magnified him, and that sufficed him—magnified him indeed, for 
we have him here employed in working no fewer than five miracles. I. He 
multiplied the poor widow’s oil (v. 1–7). II. He obtained for the good 
Shunammite the blessing of a son in her old age (v. 8–17). III. He raised that 
child to life when it was dead (v. 18–27). IV. He healed the deadly pottage (v. 
38–41). V. He fed 100 men with twenty small loaves (v. 42–44). Elisha’s 
miracles were for use, not for show; this recorded here was an act of real 
charity. Such also were the miracles of Christ, not only great wonders, but 
great favours to those for whom they were wrought. God magnifies his 
goodness with his power. Elisha readily receives a poor widow’s complaint. 
She was a prophet’s widow; to whom therefore should she apply, but to him 
that was a father to the sons of the prophets, and concerned himself in the 
welfare of their families? It seems, the prophets had wives as well as the 
priests, though prophecy went not by entail, as the priesthood did. Marriage is 
honourable in all, and not inconsistent with the most sacred professions. Now, 
by the complaint of this poor woman (v. 1), we are given to understand that her 
husband, being one of the sons of the prophets, was well know to Elisha. 
Ministers of eminent gifts and stations should make themselves familiar with 
those that are every way their inferiors, and known their character and state. 
He had the reputation of a godly man. Elisha knew him to be one that feared 
the Lord, else he would have been unworthy of the honour and unfit for the 
work of a prophet. He was one that kept his integrity in a time of general 
apostasy, one of the 7000 that had not bowed the knee to Baal. He was dead, 
though a good man, a good minister. The prophets—do they live for ever? 
Those that were clothed with the Spirit of prophecy were not thereby armed 
against the stroke of death. We see also that he died poor, and in debt more 
than he was worth. He did not contract his debts by prodigality, and luxury, and 
riotous living, for he was one that feared the Lord.



We observe here in verses 8-17, the kindness of the Shunammite woman to 
Elisha. Things are bad enough in Israel, yet not so bad but that God’s prophet 
finds friends, wherever he goes. Shunem was a city in the tribe of Issachar, 
that lay in the road between Samaria and Carmel, a road that Elisha often 
travelled, as we find ch. 2:25. There lived a great woman, who kept a good 
house, and was very hospitable, her husband having a good estate, and his 
heart safely trusting in her, and in her discreet management, Prov. 31:11. So 
famous a man as Elisha could not pass and repass unobserved. Probably he 
had been accustomed to take some private obscure lodgings in the town; but 
this pious matron, having notice once of his being there, pressed him with 
great importunity, and, with much difficulty, constrained him to dine with her, v. 
8. He was modest and loth to be troublesome, humble and affected not to 
associate with those of the first rank; so that it was not without some difficulty 
that he was first drawn into an acquaintance there; but afterwards, whenever 
he went that way in his circuit, he constantly called there. So well pleased was 
she with her guest, and so desirous of his company, that she would not only 
bid him welcome to her table, but provide a lodging-room for him in her house. 
She suggests to him that the stranger she would invite was a holy man of God, 
who therefore would do good to their family, and God would recompense the 
kindness done to him; perhaps she had heard how well paid the widow of 
Sarepta was for entertaining Elijah. That the kindness she intended him would 
be no great charge to them; she would build him only a little chamber. Perhaps 
she had no spare room in the house, or none private and retired enough for 
him, who spent much of his time in contemplation, and cared not for being 
disturbed with the noise of the family. Elisha was exceedingly pleased with the 
quietness of his apartment, and the friendliness of his entertainment, he began 
to consider with himself what recompence he should make her. Those that 
receive courtesies should study to return them; it ill becomes men of God to be 
ungrateful, or to sponge upon those that are generous. It seems Elisha had 
got such an interest by his late services that, though he chose not to prefer 
himself by it, yet he was capable of preferring his friends. A good man can take 
as much pleasure in serving others as in raising himself. But she needs not 
any good offices of this kind to be done for her: I dwell (says she) among my 
own people, that is, “We are well off as we are, and do not aim at preferment.” 
It is a happiness to dwell among our own people, that love and respect us, and 
to whom we are in a capacity of doing good; and a greater happiness to be 
content to do so, to be easy, and to know when we are well off.
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Why should those that live comfortably among their own people covet to live 
delicately in kings’ palaces? It would be well with many if they did but know when 
they were well off. Some years after this we find this Shunammite had occasion 
to be spoken for to the king, though now she needed it not, ch. 8:3, 4. Those that 
dwell among their own people must not think their mountain stands so strong as 
that it cannot be moved; they may be driven, as this good woman was, to 
sojourn among strangers. Our continuing city is above. Elisha consulted with his 
servant what kindness he should do for her, to such a freedom did this great 
prophet admit even his servant. Gehazi reminded him that she was childless, 
had a great estate, but no son to leave it to, and was past hopes of having any, 
her husband being old. If Elisha could obtain this favour from God for her, it 
would be the removal of that which at present was her only grievance. Those are 
the most welcome kindnesses which are most suited to our necessities. He sent 
for her immediately. She very humbly and respectfully stood in the door (v. 15), 
according to her accustomed modesty, and then he assured her that within a 
year she should bring forth a son, v. 16. She had received this prophet in the 
name of a prophet, and now she had not a courtier’s reward, in being spoken for 
to the king, but a prophet’s reward, a signal mercy given by prophets and in 
answer to prayer: the promise was a surprise to her, and she begged that she 
might not be flattered by it: “Nay, my lord, thou are a man of God, and therefore I 
hope speakest seriously, and doth not jest with me, nor lie unto thy handmaid.” 
The event, within the time limited, confirmed the truth of the promise: She bore a 
son at the season that Elisha spoke of, v. 17. We may well suppose that, after 
the birth of this son, the prophet was doubly welcome to the good Shunammite. 
He had thought himself indebted to her, but henceforth, as long as she lives, she 
will think herself in his debt, and that she can never do too much for him. We 
may also suppose that the child was very dear to the prophet, as the son of his 
prayers, and very dear to the parents, as the son of their old age. But we have 
the sudden death of the child, though so much a darling. he was so far past the 
perils of infancy that he was able to go to the field to his father, who no doubt 
was pleased with his engaging talk, and his joy of his son was greater than the 
joy of his harvest; but either the cold or the heat of the open field overcame the 
child, who was bred tenderly, and he complained to his father that his head 
ached, v. 19. God has promised his church (Ps. 132:15) that he will abundantly 
bless her provision, and satisfy her poor with bread; for whom he feeds he fills, 
and what he blesses comes to much, as what he blows upon comes to little, 
Hag. 1:9.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 528). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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