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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. What was Naaman admired for? Although a great man of valor, what 
was his affliction? Who suggested that Naaman see Elisha? Has 
someone, such as a “servant girl” made a difference in your life? How 
was God glorified through that person, and through your experience of 
change?

2. What did Elisha tell Naaman to do? Why was Naaman angry with 
Elisha? Who convinced Naaman that he should obey Elisha? What was 
the visible reminder of him washing in the Jordan River? Has there 
been a visible reminder of God’s greatness in your life?  What is it that 
keeps that reminder afresh to you?

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 5
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 3. What did Naaman do when he was cured? What did Elisha do when 
Naaman wanted to give him a gift? What did Naaman ask to take back 
with him, and why? 

 4. What did Gehazi do? What was the result of his actions? Who else 
would be affected by the consequences of his deception? Do you 
know of an instance, or have you ever been in a circumstance where 
the deeds of one have had an impact on others? Did you see the Lord 
work in and through this?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus
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With the Word Bible Commentary

Servants. Servants played a major role in this miracle. The young Jewish 
girl gave a faithful witness for the Lord, and God used her testimony to get 
Naaman to visit Elisha. Naaman’s servants encouraged him to obey the 
prophet, and his obedience led to his healing and his faith in Jehovah. No 
matter who or where you are, God can use your service. (See John 
15:15.)

Suppositions. The king of Syria thought the king of Israel could perform 
the miracle, and the false assumption almost led to a war. Naaman 
supposed that Elisha would use some religious ritual to remove the 
leprosy, and the supposition almost led to his going home still a leper. 
Gehazi supposed that he could get away with sin, but God judged him.

Selfishness. Naaman was healed completely by God’s grace, but Gehazi 
robbed God of glory by asking Naaman for gifts. The Syrians would think 
that they had to pay God to get His help. Gehazi lied to Naaman, to Elisha, 
and to himself, but he could not lie to God. Gehazi became poor by getting 
rich.

They Became Lepers
In the Bible, leprosy is used as a picture of sin (Lev. 13). Gehazi became a 
leper because of covetousness and deception. Miriam became a leper 
because of criticism and envy (Num. 12). King Uzziah became a leper 
because of pride (2 Chron. 26:16–23). If God did this to people today, 
would you be a leper? The hidden sins of the spirit are dangerous (2 Cor. 
7:1)!

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 5:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.



7

Matthew Henry

Two more of Elisha’s miracles are recorded in this chapter. I. The cleansing of 
Naaman, a Syrian, a stranger, from his leprosy, and there, 1. The badness of 
his case (v. 1). 2. The providence that brought him to Elisha, the intelligence 
given him by a captive maid (v. 2–4). A letter from the king of Syria to the king 
of Israel, to introduce him (v. 5–7). And the invitation Elisha sent him (v. 8). 3. 
The method prescribed for his cure, his submission, with much ado, to that 
method, and his cure thereby (v. 9–14). 4. The grateful acknowledgments he 
made to Elisha hereupon (v. 15–19). II. The smiting of Gehazi, his own servant, 
with that leprosy. 1. Gehazi’s sins, which were belying his master to Naaman 
(v. 20–24), and lying to his master when he examined him (v. 25). 2. His 
punishment for these sins. Naaman’s leprosy was entailed on his family (v. 26, 
27). And, if Naaman’s cure was typical of the calling of the Gentiles, as our 
Saviour seems to make it (Lu. 4:27), Gehazi’s stroke may be looked upon as 
typical of the blinding and rejecting of the Jews, who envied God’s grace to the 
Gentiles, as Gehazi envied Elisha’s favour to Naaman. Our saviour’s miracles 
were intended for the lost sheep of the house of Israel, yet one, like a crumb, 
fell from the table to a woman of Canaan; so this one miracle Elisha wrought 
for Naaman, a Syrian; for God does good to all, and will have all men to be 
saved. We see the great affliction Naaman was under, in the midst of all his 
honours, v. 1. He was a great man, in a great place; not only rich and raised, 
but particularly happy for two things: 1. That he had been very serviceable to 
his country. God made him so: By him the Lord had often given deliverance to 
Syria, success in their wars even with Israel. The preservation and prosperity 
even of those that do not know God and serve him must be ascribed to him, for 
he is the Saviour of all men, but especially of those that believe. Let Israel 
know that when the Syrians prevailed it was from the Lord. He was very 
acceptable to his prince, was his favourite, and prime-minister of state; so 
great was he, so high, so honourable, and a mighty man of valour; but he was 
a leper, was under that loathsome disease, which made him a burden to 
himself. Note, (1.) No man’s greatness, or honour, or interest, or valour, or 
victory, can set him out of the reach of the sorest calamities of human life; 
there is many a sickly crazy body under rich and gay clothing. (2.) Every man 
has some bit or other in his character, something that blemishes and 
diminishes him, some allay to his grandeur, some damp to his joy; he may be 
very happy, very good, yet, in something or other, not so good as he should be 
nor so happy as he would be.



The notice that was given him of Elisha’s power, by a little maid that waited on 
his lady, v. 2, 3. This maid was, by birth, an Israelite, providentially carried 
captive into Syria, and there preferred into Naaman’s family, where she 
published Elisha’s fame to the honour of Israel and Israel’s God. The unhappy 
dispersing of the people of God has sometimes proved the happy occasion of 
the diffusion of the knowledge of God, Acts 8:4. We have the application which 
the king of Syria hereupon made to the king of Israel on Naaman’s behalf. 
Naaman took notice of the intelligence, though given by a simple maid, and 
did not despise it for the sake of her meanness, when it tended to his bodily 
health. he did not say, “The girl talks like a fool; how can any prophet of Israel 
do that for me which all the physicians of Syria have attempted in vain?” 
Though he neither loved nor honoured the Jewish nation, yet, if one of that 
nation can but cure him of his leprosy, he will thankfully acknowledge the 
obligation. O that those who are spiritually diseased would hearken thus 
readily to the tidings brought them of the great Physician! The cure of 
Naaman’s leprosy was a short and plain direction which the prophet gave him, 
with assurance of success. Naaman designed to do honour to Elisha when he 
came in his chariot, and with all his retinue, to Elisha’s door, v. 9. Those that 
showed little respect to prophets at other times were very complaisant to them 
when they needed them. He attended at Elisha’s door as a beggar for an 
alms. Those that would be cleansed from the spiritual leprosy must wait at 
Wisdom’s gate, and watch at the posts of her doors. The promise was 
express: Thou shalt be clean. The method prescribed was plain: Go wash in 
Jordan. This was not intended as any means of the cure; for, though cold 
bathing is recommended by many as a very wholesome thing, yet some think 
that in the case of a leprosy it was rather hurtful. But it was intended as a sign 
of the cure, and a trial of his obedience. Those that will be helped of God must 
do as they are bidden. Of the ten lepers that our Saviour cleansed, the only 
one that returned to give thanks was a Samaritan, Lu. 17:16. This Syrian did 
so, and here expresses himself. He was convinced of the power of the God of 
Israel, not only that he is God, but that he is God alone, and that indeed there 
is no God in all the earth but in Israel (v. 15)—a noble confession, but such as 
intimates the misery of the Gentile world; for the nations that had many gods 
really had no God, but were without God in the world. He had formerly thought 
the gods of Syria gods indeed, but now experience had rectified his mistake, 
and he knew Israel’s God was God alone, the sovereign Lord of all.
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Grateful to Elisha the prophet: “Therefore, for his sake whose servant thou art, I 
have a present for thee, silver, and gold, and raiment, whatever thou wilt please 
to accept.” He valued the cure, not by the easiness of it to the prophet, but the 
acceptableness of it to himself, and would gladly pay for it accordingly. But 
Elisha generously refused the fee, though urged to accept it; and, to prevent 
further importunity, backed his refusal with an oath: As the Lord liveth, I will 
receive none (v. 16), not because he did not need it, for he was poor enough, 
and knew what to do with it, and how to bestow it among the sons of the 
prophets, nor because he thought it unlawful, for he received presents from 
others; but he would not be beholden to this Syrian, nor should he say, I have 
made Elisha rich, Gen. 14:23. It would be much for the honour of God to show 
this new convert that the servants of the God of Israel were taught to look upon 
the wealth of this world with a holy contempt, which would confirm him in his 
belief that there was no God but in Israel. See 1 Co. 9:18; 2 Co. 11:9. The Syrian 
will not only offer a sacrifice to the Lord, in thanks for his present cure, but he 
resolves he will never offer sacrifice to any other gods, v. 17. It was a happy cure 
of his leprosy which cured him of his idolatry, a more dangerous disease. 
Naaman, a Syrian, a courtier, a soldier, had many servants, and we read how 
wise and good they were, v. 13. Elisha, a holy prophet, a man of God, has but 
one servant, and he proves a base, lying, naughty fellow. Those that heard of 
Elisha at a distance honoured him, and got good by what they heard; but he that 
stood continually before him, to hear his wisdom, had no good impressions 
made upon him either by his doctrine or miracles. One would have expected that 
Elisha’s servant should be a saint (even Ahab’s servant, Obadiah, was), but 
even Christ himself had a Judas among his followers. Gehazi’s sin was a 
complicated sin. The love of money, that root of all evil, was at the bottom of it. 
His master contemned Naaman’s treasures, but he coveted them, v. 20. 
Multitudes, by coveting worldly wealth, have erred from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many sorrows. The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a 
vanity tossed to and fro of those that seek death, Prov. 21:6. Those who get 
wealth by fraud and injustice cannot expect either the comfort or the continuance 
of it. What was Gehazi profited, though he gained his two talents, when thereby 
he lost his health, his honour, his peace, his service, and, if repentance 
prevented not, his soul for ever? See Job 20:12, etc.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 530). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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