
2 Kings 6

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. What two reasons are for the distress of the one whose ax head came 
off while he was cutting a tree? What was the miracle that the Lord 
performed through Elisha? Has there been a time when you know “a 
miracle” someone did was the Lord working through them? 

2. Why was the Aramean army trying to seize Elisha? What did Elisha do 
when his servant told him they were surrounded? What did Elisha 
pray? What did the servant see after this prayer? What was the result 
of this prayer?

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 6
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 3. How did Israel suffer when Ben-Hadad besieged Samaria? Why was 
the woman crying out to the king of Israel? What was the king’s 
response? Was it justified?

 4. In verse 32, what did Elisha announce to the elders who were with him? 
According to the king, what was the source of the misery they endured? 
Why did Joram feel that further prayer was useless? Have you ever 
been in a place where you have felt that way? How did the Lord deliver 
you from that? 



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

Doing the impossible (1–7). All that we have is “borrowed,” loaned to us 
by the Lord to get His work done (John 3:27). You can lose your cutting 
edge even while serving the Lord. But be honest about it, stop trying to 
chop without an ax head, and ask the Lord for help in recovering it. He 
alone can do the impossible if you trust Him.

Knowing the unknowable (8–12). Because Elisha knew what the enemy 
would do, Israel had the opportunity to escape surprise attacks. If you 
study God’s Word, you can know the strategy of Satan and be able to 
defeat him.

Seeing the invisible (13–17). Many times we are afraid of the enemy 
because we walk by sight and not by faith. If God and His hosts are for us, 
who can be against us?

Accomplishing the unthinkable (18–23). Knowing that Elisha was his 
real enemy, the king of Syria tried to capture the prophet. But Elisha 
captured them, and he did it with prayer and kindness (Rom. 12:19–21; 2 
Cor. 10:3–6). In the East, eating together is equivalent to making a 
covenant, so those soldiers could never attack Israel again.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 6:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

In this chapter we have, I. A further account of the wondrous works of Elisha. 1. 
His making iron to swim (v. 1–7). 2. His disclosing to the king of Israel the 
secret counsels of the king of Syria (v. 8–12). 3. His saving himself out of the 
hands of those who were sent to apprehend him (v. 13–23). II. The besieging 
of Samaria by the Syrians and the great distress the city was reduced to (v. 
24–33). The relief of it is another of the wonders wrought by Elisha’s word, 
which we shall have the story of in the next chapter. Elisha is still a great 
blessing both to church and state, both to the sons of the prophets and to his 
prince. We observe several things here concerning the sons of the prophets, 
and their condition and character. The college here spoken of seems to be that 
at Gilgal, for there Elisha was (ch. 4:38), and it was near Jordan; and, probably, 
wherever Elisha resided as many as could of the sons of the prophets flocked 
to him for the advantage of his instructions, counsels, and prayers. Every one 
would covet to dwell with him and be near him. Those that would be teachers 
should lay out themselves to get the best advantages for learning. We observe 
that their number increased so that they wanted room: The place is too strait 
for us (v. 1)—a good hearing, for it is a sign many are added to them. Elisha’s 
miracles doubtless drew in many. Perhaps they increased the more now that 
Gehazi was cashiered, and, it is likely, an honester man put in his room, to take 
care of their provisions; for it should seem (by that instance, ch. 4:43) that 
Naaman’s case was not the only one in which he grudged his master’s 
generosity. They were humble men and did not affect that which was gay or 
great. When they wanted room they did not speak of sending for cedars, and 
marble stones, and curious artificers, but only of getting every man a beam, to 
run up a plain hut or cottage with. It becomes the sons of the prophets, who 
profess to look for great things in the other world, to be content with mean 
things in this. They were poor men, and men that had no interest in great ones 
It was a sign that Joram was king, and Jezebel ruled too, or the sons of the 
prophets, when they wanted room, would have needed only to apply to the 
government, not to consult among themselves about the enlargement of their 
buildings. God’s prophets have seldom been the world’s favourites. Nay, so 
poor were they that they had not wherewithal to hire workmen (but must leave 
their studies, and work for themselves), no, nor to buy tools, but must borrow of 
their neighbours. Poverty then is no bar to prophecy. They were industrious 
men, and willing to take pains. They desired not to live, like idle drones (idle 
monks, I might have said), upon the labours of others, but only desired leave of 
their president to work for themselves. 



Concerning the father of the prophets, Elisha. 1. That he was a man of great 
condescension and compassion; he went with the sons of the prophets to the 
woods, when they desired his company, v. 3. Let no man, especially no 
minister, think himself to great to stoop to do good, but be tender to all. 2. That 
he was a man of great power; he could make iron to swim, contrary to its 
nature (v. 6), for the God of nature is not tied up to its laws. He did not throw 
the helve after the hatchet, but cut down a new stick, and cast it into the river. 
We need not double the miracle by supposing that the stick sunk to fetch up 
the iron, it was enough that it was a signal of the divine summons to the iron to 
rise. God’s grace can thus raise the stony iron heart which has sunk into the 
mud of this world, and raise up affections naturally earthly, to things above. In 
verses 8-12, we have Elisha, with his spirit of prophecy, serving the king, as 
before helping the sons of the prophets; for that, as other gifts, is given to 
every man to profit withal; and, whatever abilities any man has of doing good, 
he is by them made a debtor both to the wise and unwise. The king of Israel 
was informed by Elisha of all the designs and motions of his enemy, the king 
of Syria, more effectually than he could have been by the most vigilant and 
faithful spies. If the king of Syria, in a secret council of war, determined in 
which place to make an inroad upon the coasts of Israel, where he thought it 
would be the greatest surprise and they would be least able to make 
resistance, before his forces could receive his orders the king of Israel had 
notice of them from Elisha, and so had opportunity of preventing the mischief; 
and many a time, v. 8–10. The king of Syria suspected treachery among his 
senators, and that his counsels were betrayed, v. 11. But one of his servants, 
that had heard, by Naaman and others, of Elisha’s wondrous works, concludes 
it must needs be he that gave this intelligence to the king of Israel, v. 12. What 
could not he discover who could tell Gehazi his thoughts? The king of Syria 
use great force to seize Elisha. He found out where he was, at Dothan (v. 13), 
which was not far from Samaria; thither he sent a great host, who were to 
come upon him by night, and to bring him dead or alive, v. 14. Perhaps he had 
heard that when only one captain and his fifty men were sent to take Elijah 
they were baffled in the attempt, and therefore he sent an army against Elisha, 
as if the fire from heaven that consumed fifty men could not as easily consume 
50,000. We see the fright the prophet’s servant had when he perceived the 
city surrounded by the Syrians. Had he but studied David’s Psalms, which 
were then extant, he might have learnt not to be afraid of 10,000 of people 
(Ps. 3:6), no, not of a host encamped against him, Ps. 27:3.
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This last paragraph of this chapter should, of right, have been the first of the next 
chapter, for it begins a new story, which is there continued and concluded. The 
siege which the king of Syria laid to Samaria and the great distress which the city 
was reduced to thereby. The Syrians had soon forgotten the kindnesses they 
had lately received in Samaria, and very ungratefully, for aught that appears 
without any provocation, sought the destruction of it, v. 24. There are base spirits 
that can never feel obliged. The country, we may suppose, was plundered and 
laid waste when this capital city was brought to the last extremity, v. 25. The 
dearth which had of late been in the land was probably the occasion of the 
emptiness of their stores, or the siege was so sudden that they had not time to 
lay in provisions; so that, while the sword devoured without, the famine within 
was more grievous (Lam. 4:9): for, it should seem, the Syrians designed not to 
storm the city, but to starve it. So great was the scarcity that an ass’s head, that 
has but little flesh on it and that unsavoury, unwholesome, and ceremonially 
unclean, was sold for five pounds, and a small quantity of fitches, or lentiles, or 
some such coarse corn, then called dove’s dung, no more of it than the quantity 
of six eggs, for five pieces of silver, about twelve or fifteen shillings. Learn to 
value plenty, and to be thankful for it; see how contemptible money is, when, in 
time of famine, it is so freely parted with for anything that is eatable. There is 
also the sad complaint which a poor woman had to make to the king, in the 
extremity of the famine. He was passing by upon the wall to give orders for the 
mounting of the guard, the posting of the archers, the repair of the breaches, and 
the like, when a woman of the city cried to him, Help, my lord, O king! v. 26. 
Whither should the subject, in distress, go for help but to the prince, who is, by 
office, the protector of right and the avenger of wrong? He returns but a 
melancholy answer (v. 27): If the Lord do not help thee, whence shall I? Some 
think it was a quarrelling word, and the language of his fretfulness: “Why dost 
thou expect anything from me, when God himself deals thus hardly with us?” 
Because he could not help her as he would, out of the floor or the wine-press, he 
would not help her at all. We must take heed of being made cross by afflictive 
providences. It rather seems to be a quieting word: “Let us be content, and make 
the best of our affliction, looking up to God, for, till he help us, I cannot help 
thee.” What we can gleen from this chapter is that it is an unreasonable thing to 
be weary of waiting for God, for he is a God of judgment, and blessed are all 
those that wait for him.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 532). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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