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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. Why did the woman from Shunem go to live in the land of the 
Philistines? What happened when she returned? How does this show 
God’s perfect timing? Has there been a similar time in your life that the 
Lord’s timing was impeccable? 

  

2. What did King Ben-hadad ask of Hazael? What was the answer he was 
told to bring back to the king? What did the Lord show Elisha about 
Hazael? How did Hazael become king of Syria?

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 8
For a parallel account - read 2 Chronicles 21:-22:9
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 3. Who did Jehoram, king of Judah, marry? Despite his wickedness, what 
was the reason God did not destroy Judah? Read 1 Kings 11:36. What 
promise was made here? Who fulfilled that promise?

 4. Who followed Jehoram as king of Judah? What kind of king was he? 
Who did he join up with to go to war against King Hazael of Aram? 
What king was wounded in this battle?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary

God knows the future. The Shunammite woman experienced three 
tragedies: the death of her son, the uprooting of her household, and the 
loss of her property. And yet she was faithful to the Lord and had been 
kind to God’s servant (2 Kings 4:8ff.). God helped her escape the famine 
and then used the miracle of her son’s resurrection to help her regain her 
property. Romans 8:28 certainly proved true in her life! You may wonder 
why God permits some of your trials, but wait and see how He will use 
them!
God sees the heart. When he was desperate, Ben-Hadad wanted 
Elisha’s help, but he did not want Elisha’s God. The prophet saw the 
murder in Hazael’s heart, but Hazael denied it was there. We do not know 
how wicked our hearts really are (Jer. 17:9), and we must cry out to God 
for His help (Ps. 51:5–6, 10).
God keeps His promises. Jehoshaphat was a godly man, but he had 
married a daughter of Ahab (2 Chron. 18:1); and his son followed his bad 
example. Jehoram also followed the bad example of his father-in-law Ahab 
and allowed his evil wife to lead him into great sin. But God kept His 
promise to David (v. 19) and did not destroy Judah. He had purposes to 
fulfill through the godly remnant, for Judah would bring the Savior into the 
world.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 8:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

The passages of story recorded in this chapter oblige us to look back. I. We 
read before of a Shuuammite woman that was a kind benefactor to Elisha; now 
here we are told how she fared the better for it, afterwards, in the advice Elisha 
gave her, and the favour the king showed her for his sake (v. 1–6). II. We read 
before of the designation of Hazael to be king of Syria (1 Ki. 19:15), and here 
we have an account of his elevation to that throne and the way he forced for 
himself to it, by killing his master (v. 7–15). III. We read before of Jehoram’s 
reigning over Judah in the room of his father Jehoshaphat (1 Ki. 22:50), now 
here we have a short and sad history of his short and wicked reign (v. 16–24), 
and the beginning of the history of the reign of his son Ahaziah (v. 25–29). We 
see the wickedness of Israel punished with a long famine, one of God’s sore 
judgments often threatened in the law. Canaan, that fruitful land, was turned 
into barrenness, for the iniquity of those that dwelt therein. The famine in 
Samaria was soon relieved by the raising of that siege, but neither that 
judgment nor that mercy had a due influence upon them, and therefore the 
Lord called for another famine; for when he judgeth he will overcome. If less 
judgments do not prevail to bring men to repentance, he will send greater and 
longer; they are at his beck, and will come when he calls for them. He does, by 
his ministers, call for reformation and obedience, and, if those calls be not 
regarded, we may expect he will call for some plague or other, for he will be 
heard. This famine continued seven years, as long again as that in Elijah’s 
time; for if men will walk contrary to him, he will heat the furnace yet hotter. The 
kindness of the good Shunammite to the prophet rewarded by the care that 
was taken of her in that famine; she was not indeed fed by miracle, as the 
widow of Sarepta was, but, she had notice given her of this famine before it 
came, that she might provide accordingly, and was directed to remove to some 
other country; any where but in Israel she would find plenty. It was a great 
advantage to Egypt in Joseph’s time that they had notice of the famine before it 
came, so it was to this Shunammite; others would be forced to remove at last, 
after they had long borne the grievances of the famine, and had wasted their 
substance, and could not settle elsewhere upon such good terms as she might 
that went early, before the crowd, and took her stock with her unbroken. It is 
our happiness to foresee an evil, and our wisdom, when we foresee an evil, 
and our wisdom, when we foresee it, to hide ourselves. Providence gave her a 
comfortable settlement in the land of the Philistines, who, though subdued by 
David, yet were not wholly rooted out.



We may enquire what brought Elisha to Damascus, the chief city of Syria. Was 
he sent to any but the lost sheep of the house of Israel? It seems he was. 
Perhaps he went to pay a visit to Naaman his convert, and to confirm him in 
his choice of the true religion, which was the more needful now because, it 
should seem, he was not out of his place (for Hazael is supposed to be 
captain of that host); either he resigned it or was turned out of it, because he 
would not bow, or not bow heartily, in the house of Rimmon. Some think he 
went to Damascus upon account of the famine, or rather he went thither in 
obedience to the orders God gave Elijah, 1 Ki. 19:15, “Go to Damascus to 
anoint Hazael, thou, or thy successor.” We may observe that Ben-hadad, a 
great king, rich and mighty, lay sick. No honour, wealth, or power, will secure 
men from the common diseases and disasters of human life; palaces and 
thrones lie as open to the arrests of sickness and death as the meanest 
cottage. We may wonder that the king of Syria, in his sickness, should make 
Elisha his oracle. Notice was soon brought him that the man of God (for by 
that title he was well known in Syria since he cured Naaman) had come to 
Damascus, v. 7. “Never in better time,” says Ben-hadad. “Go, and enquire of 
the Lord by him.” In his health he bowed in the house of Rimmon, but now that 
he is sick he distrusts his idol, and sends to enquire of the God of Israel. 
Affliction brings those to God who in their prosperity had made light of him; 
sometimes sickness opens men’s eyes and rectifies their mistakes. It was not 
long since a king of Israel had, in his sickness, sent to enquire of the god of 
Ekron (ch. 1:2), as if there had been no God in Israel. Note, God sometimes 
fetches to himself that honour from strangers which is denied him and 
alienated from him by his own professing people. It was not long since this 
Ben-hadad had sent a great force to treat Elisha as an enemy (ch. 6:14), yet 
now he courts him as a prophet. Note, Among other instances of the change of 
men’s minds by sickness and affliction, this is one, that it often gives them 
other thoughts of God’s ministers, and teaches them to value the counsels and 
prayers of those whom they had hated and despised. To put an honour upon 
the prophet, he sends to him, and does not send for him, as if, with the 
centurion, he thought himself not worthy that the man of God should come 
under his roof. He sends to him by Hazael, his prime-minister of state, and not 
by a common messenger. It is no disparagement to the greatest of men to 
attend the prophets of the Lord. Hazael must go and meet him at a place 
where he had appointed a meeting with his friends.
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In verses 16-24, we have a brief account of the life and reign of Jehoram (or 
Joram), one of the worst of the kings of Judah, but the son and successor of 
Jehoshaphat, one of the best. Note, 1. Parents cannot give grace to their 
children. Many that have themselves been godly have had the grief and shame 
of seeing those that came forth out of their bowels wicked and vile. Let not the 
families that are thus afflicted think it strange. 2. If the children of good parents 
prove wicked, commonly they are worse than others. The unclean spirit brings in 
seven others more wicked than himself, Lu. 11:26. 3. A nation is sometimes 
justly punished with the miseries of a bad reign for not improving the blessings 
and advantages of a good one. The general idea here given of his wickedness 
(v. 18): He did as the house of Ahab, and worse he could not do. His character is 
taken from the bad example he followed, for men are according to the company 
they converse with and the copies they write after. No mistake is more fatal to 
young people than a mistake in the choice of those whom they would 
recommend themselves to and take their measures from, and whose good 
opinion they value themselves by. Jehoram chose the house of Ahab for his 
pattern rather than his father’s house, and this choice was his ruin. We have a 
particular account of his wickedness (2 Chr. 21), murder, idolatry, persecution, 
everything that was bad. His father was a very good man, and no doubt took 
care to have him taught the good knowledge of the Lord, but, it is certain he did 
ill to marry him to the daughter of Ahab; no good could come of an alliance with 
an idolatrous family, but all mischief with such a daughter of such a mother as 
Athaliah the daughter of Jezebel. The degeneracy of the old world took rise from 
the unequal yoking of professors with profane. Those that are ill-matched are 
already half-ruined. The conclusion of this impious and inglorious reign, v. 23, 
24. Nothing peculiar is here said of him; but we are told (2 Chr. 21:19, 20) that he 
died of sore diseases and died without being desired. As among common 
persons there are some that we call little men, who make no figure, are little 
regarded, as less valued, so among kings there are some whom, in comparison 
with others, we may call little kings. This Ahaziah was one of these; he looks 
mean in the history, and in God’s account vile, because wicked. It is too plain an 
evidence of the affinity between Jehoshaphat and Ahab that they had the same 
names in their families at the same time, in which, we may suppose, they 
designed to compliment one another. In conclusion we see, those who partake 
with sinners in their sins must expect to partake with them in their plagues.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 535). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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