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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

Ahaziah, eighth northern king (1)
Elijah ascends, Elisha begins (2)

Jehoram, ninth northern king (3)
Elisha’s miracles (4)
Elisha and Naaman (5)
Elisha and the famine (6-7)

Jehoram, fifth southern king (8:16-23)
Ahaziah, sixth southern king (8:24-29)
Jehu, ninth northern king (9-10)
Athaliah reigns in Judah (11)
Jehoash, seventh southern king (12)
Jehoahaz, tenth northern king (13)
Amaziah, eighth southern king (14:1-20)
Jeroboam II, eleventh northern king (14:23-29)
Azariah (Uzziah), ninth southern king (15:1-7)
Zechariah, twelfth northern king (15:8-12)
Shallum, thirteenth northern king (15:13-15)
Menahem, thirteenth northern king (15:16-22)
Pekihiah, fourteenth northern king (15:23-26)
Pekah, fifteenth northern king (15:27-31)
Jotham, tenth southern king (15:32-38)
Ahaz, eleventh southern king (16)
Hoshea, sixteenth northern king (17:1-2)

Israel, northern kingdom, taken to captivity - Assyrian (17:3-41)
722 B.C

Hezekiah, twelfth southern king (18-21)
Manasseh, thirteenth southern king (22:1-18)
Amon, fourteenth southern king (21:19-26)
Josiah, fifteenth southern king (22-23)
Jehoahaz, sixteenth southern king (23:31-34)
Jehoiakim, seventeenth southern king (23:35 to 24:7)
Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), eighteenth southern king (24:8-16)
Mattaniah (Zedekiah), nineteenth southern king (24:17-20)

Judah, southern kingdom, taken to captivity - Babylonian (25)
586 B.C.
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Study Questions
for 

1 Kings 15

1. Who was anointed king of Israel to execute the house of Ahab? Who 
was it that anointed him? Why was he to eliminate the entire family of 
Ahab? What was prophesied would happen to Jezebel?

  

2. What did those with Jehu call the young prophet? Why, do you think, 
God’s faithful servants are thought of in this manner? Can the world 
see you in this way? How?

Study Questions
for 

2 Kings 9
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 3.  Why was Jehu’s annointing to be done secretly? As Jehu was entering 
Jezreel, what question was asked of him by the horsemen? What was 
Jehu’s answer?

 4. What did Jezebel do when Jehu entered Jezreel? Who did she 
compare Jehu to? (see 1 Kings 16:9-10).  What happened to Jezebel? 
How did this fulfill Elijah’s prophecy against the house of Ahab?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007

66

With the Word Bible Commentary
2 KINGS 9–10

It is not pleasant to read the events recorded in these chapters, but we 
need to hear their message: eventually sin is judged, and God’s word is 
fulfilled. God had ordained the anointing of Jehu (1 Kings 19:16) and the 
end of Ahab’s family (1 Kings 21:21–26), and He kept His word.

King Joram of Israel was slain and so was King Ahaziah of Judah. 
Jezebel, the queen mother, was killed just as the prophet had predicted. 
Then Jehu wiped out all of Ahab’s family and Ahaziah’s relatives (who 
were also relatives of Ahab) and the followers of Baal.

Why was God so severe in His judgment? Because those leaders had 
turned the people away from the Lord and had polluted the nation. God 
had special work for His people to do (Gen. 12:1–3), and they could not do 
it if they were unfaithful to Him.

After displaying all that zeal, Jehu should have set the example in his 
devotion to Jehovah, but he did not. A nation does not become righteous 
simply by removing evil; it must also establish godliness. An empty house 
is an invitation to even worse tenants (Matt. 12:43–45), and they 
eventually came—and the nation had to be judged.

  “Sin is the only thing that God abhors. It brought Christ to the cross, it 
damns souls, it shuts heaven, it laid the foundations of hell.”

Thomas Brooks

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (2 Ki 9:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

Hazael and Jehu were the men that were designed to be the instruments of 
God’s justice in punishing and destroying the house of Ahab. Elijah was told to 
appoint them to this service; but, upon Ahab’s humiliation, a reprieve was 
granted, and so it was left to Elisha to appoint them. Hazael’s elevation to the 
throne of Syria we read of in the foregoing chapter; and we must now attend 
Jehu to the throne of Israel; for him that escapeth the sword of Hazael, as 
Joram and Ahaziah did, Jehu must slay, of which this chapter gives us an 
account. A commission is sent to Jehu by the hand of one of the prophets, to 
take upon him the government, and destroy the house of Ahab (v. 1–10). Here 
is his speedy execution of this commission. 1. He communicates it to his 
captains (v. 11–15). 2. He marches directly to Jezreel (v. 16–20), and there 
dispatches (1.) Joram king of Israel (v. 21–26). (2.) Ahaziah king of Judah (v. 
27–29). (3.) Jezebel (v. 30–37). We see the anointing of Jehu to be king, who 
was, at this time, a commander (probably commander-in-chief) of the forces 
employed at Ramoth-Gilead, v. 14. There he was fighting for the king his 
master, but received orders from a higher king to fight against him. It does not 
appear that Jehu aimed at the government, or that he ever thought of it, but the 
commission given him was a perfect surprise to him. Some think that he had 
been anointed before by Elijah, whom God ordered to do it, but privately, and 
with an intimation that he must not act till further orders, as Samuel anointed 
David long before he was to come to the throne: but that it not at all probable, 
for then we must suppose Elijah had anointed Hazael too. No, when God bade 
him do these things he bade him anoint Elisha to be prophet in his room, to do 
them when he was gone, as God should direct him. Elisha did not go himself to 
anoint Jehu, because he was old and unfit for such a journey and so well 
known that he could not do it privately, could not go and come without 
observation; therefore he sends one of the sons of the prophets to do it, v. 1. 
They not only reverences him as their father (ch. 2:15), but observed and 
obeyed him as their father. This service of anointing Jehu, (1.) Had danger in it 
(1 Sa. 16:2), and therefore it was not fit that Elisha should expose himself, but 
one of the sons of the prophets, whose life was of less value, and who could 
do it with less danger. (2.) It required labour and was therefore fitter for a young 
man in his full strength. Let youth work and age direct. (3.) Yet it was an 
honourable piece of service, to anoint a king, and he that did it might hope to 
be preferred for it afterwards, and therefore, for the encouragement of the 
young prophets, Elisha employed one of them: he would not engross all the 
honours to himself, nor grudge the young prophets a share in them.



Jehu, after some pause, returned to his place at the board, taking no notice of 
what had passed, but, as it should seem, designing, for the present, to keep it 
to himself, if they had not urged him to disclose it. Let us therefore see what 
passed between him and the captains. With what contempt the captains speak 
of the young prophet (v. 11): “Wherefore came this mad fellow to thee? What 
business had he with thee? And why wouldst thou humour him so far as to 
retire for conversation with him? Are prophets company for captains?” They 
are called him a mad fellow, because he was one of those that would not run 
with them to an excess of riot (1 Pt. 4:4), but lived a life of self-denial, 
mortification, and contempt of the world, and spent their time in devotion; for 
these things they thought the prophets were fools and the spiritual men were 
mad, Hos. 9:7. Note, Those that have no religion commonly speak with disdain 
of those that are religious, and look upon them as mad. They said of our 
Saviour, He is beside himself, of John Baptist, He has a devil (is a poor 
melancholy man), of St. Paul, Much learning has made him mad. The highest 
wisdom is thus represented as folly, and those that best understand 
themselves are looked upon as beside themselves. Perhaps Jehu intended it 
for a rebuke to his friends when he said, “You know the man to be a prophet, 
why then do you call him a mad fellow? You know the way of his 
communication to be not from madness, but inspiration.” Or, “Being a prophet, 
you may guess what his business is, to tell me of my faults, and to teach me 
my duty; I need not inform you concerning it.” Thus he thought to put them off, 
but they urged him to tell them. “It is false,” say they, “we cannot conjecture 
what was his errand, and therefore tell us.” Being thus pressed to it, he told 
them that the prophet had anointed him king, and it is probable showed them 
the oil upon his head, v. 12. He knew not but some of them either out of loyalty 
to Joram or envy of him, might oppose him, and go near to crush his interest in 
its infancy; but he relied on the divine appointment, and was not afraid to own 
it, knowing whom he had trusted: he that raised him would stand by him. With 
what caution Jehu proceeded. He had advantages against Joram, and he 
knew how to improve them. He had the army with him. Joram had left it, and 
had gone home badly wounded. Jehu’s good conduct appears in two things: 1. 
That he complimented the captains, and would do nothing without their advice 
and consent (“If it be your minds, we will do so and so, else not”), thereby 
intimating the deference he paid to their judgment and the confidence he had 
in their fidelity, both which tended to please and fix them. It is the wisdom of 
those that would rise fast, and stand firm, to take their friends along with them. 
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He contrived to surprise Joram; and, in order thereto, to come upon him with 
speed, and to prevent his having notice of what was now done: “Let none go 
forth to tell it in Jezereel, that, as a snare, the ruin may come on him and his 
house.” The suddenness of an attack sometimes turns to as good an account as 
the force of it. From Ramoth-Gilead to Jezreel was more than one day’s march; 
about the mid-way between them the river Jordan must be crossed. We may 
suppose Jehu to have marched with all possible expedition, and to have taken 
the utmost precaution to prevent the tidings from getting to Jezreel before him; 
and, at length, we have him within sight first, and then within reach, of the 
devoted king. Joram’s watchman discovers him first at a distance, him and his 
retinue, and gives notice to the king of the approach of a company, whether of 
friends or foes he cannot tell. But the king (impatient to know what is the matter, 
and perhaps jealous that the Syrians, who had wounded him, had traced him by 
the blood to his own palace, and were coming to seize him) sent first one 
messenger, and then another, to bring him intelligence, v. 17–19. He had 
scarcely recovered from the fright he was put into in the battle, and his guilty 
conscience put him into a continual terror. Each messenger asked the same 
question: “Is it peace? are you for us or for our adversaries? Do you bring good 
tidings or bad?” Each had the same answer: What hast thou to do with peace? 
Turn thee behind me, v. 18, 19. As if he had said, “It is not to thee, but to him that 
sent thee, that I will give answer; for thy part, if thou consult thy own safety, turn 
thee behind me, and enlist thyself among my followers.” Joram himself goes out 
to meet him, and takes Ahaziah king of Judah along with him, neither of them 
equipped for war, as not expecting an enemy, but in haste to have their curiosity 
satisfied. How strangely has Providence sometimes ordered it, that men have 
been in haste to meet their ruin when their day has come to fall. The place where 
Joram met Jehu was ominous: In the portion of Naboth the Jezreelite, v. 21. The 
very sight of that ground was enough to make Joram tremble and Jehu triumph; 
for Joram had the guilt of Naboth’s blood fighting against him and Jehu had the 
force of Elijah’s curse fighting for him. The circumstances of events are 
sometimes so ordered by divine Providence as to make the punishment answer 
to the sin as face answers to face in a glass. The greatest delinquent in the 
house of Ahab was Jezebel: it was she that introduced Baal, slew the Lord’s 
prophets, contrived the murder of Naboth, stirred up her husband first, and then 
her sons, to do wickedly; a cursed woman she is here called (v. 34), a curse to 
the country, and whom all that wished well to their country had a curse for.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: complete 
and unabridged in one volume (p. 537). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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