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Outline:
 I. First Return under Zerubbabel (1-6)
     A. Proclamation of Cyrus (1)
     B. Registration of the people (2)
     C. Rebuilding the temple (3)
     D. The building ceases (4)
     E. Construction renewed (5)
     F. Temple completed and dedicated (6)

 II. The Second Return under Ezra (7-10)
     A. To Jerusalem, Ezra’s Return (7)
     B. Remnant accompanying Ezra (8)
     C. Ezra Leads a Revival - Sins confessed (9)
     D. Ezra cleanses the nation (10)

Ezra Summary
Ezra is a book of Narrative History and Genealogies. It was written by Ezra at 
approximately 440 B.C. and records events up to 450 B.C. Key personalities include 
Cyrus, Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah, Darius I, Artaxerxes I, and Zerubbabel.
  

Ezra’s purpose was to accurately record the events of the return from the Babylonian 
exile, after a seventy-year period and the events that surround the rebuilding of the 
temple in Jerusalem. God is faithful in fulfilling His promises and so the Jews return to 
Jerusalem from their exile in Babylon.
  

•    In Chapters 1-6, a relatively small number of Jews return to the city of Jerusalem 
and immediately prepare to construct the new temple. They began the planning, the 
gathering of materials, and the beginning of construction. The building drags on 
because the surrounding enemies begin oppressing and frightening them. Twenty 
years later, it is completed. “The sons of Israel who returned from exile and all those 
who had separated themselves from the impurity of the nations of the land to join 
them, to seek the LORD God of Israel, ate the Passover. And they observed the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy, for the LORD had caused them to 
rejoice, and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria toward them to encourage 
them in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel” (6:21-22).
  

•    From chapters 7-10, the second group of Jews returns to Israel. Ezra is included in 
this return. He teaches the Law, but has problems with intermarriage and addresses 
the pagan women who brought their religious practices with them.
  

“For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the LORD and to practice it, and to 
teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel” (7:10), what a great example to follow!

   



1. When did the events in Ezra 1 occur? What special proclamation is made? 
Who makes this proclamation and why is this significant? Who else is 
mentioned and why do you think they are mentioned? 

2. What is the primary purpose for this proclamation? Why is this so important? 
Who is this proclamation especially addressed to?

3. Who is “stirred” and “moved” to go up to Jerusalem? What is   significant 
about who is mentioned here? 

4. What are they given to take with them? Who gives these things to them 
and why? Is there anything God has stirred up in your heart? Have you 
responded to this stirring in some way? If not, what holds you back from 
responding?
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EZRA 1–2

The book opens with the closing words of 2 Chronicles, for God’s plan 
was not finished. Judah had rejected Jeremiah’s warning, but the 
prophet’s words came true. God is at work in human history. His 
purposes will be accomplished, regardless of the nations’ activities. 
Jeremiah warned of coming judgment, but he also promised 
restoration; and the promise was fulfilled (Jer. 29:10).

From God’s Word to the king’s word! Cyrus fulfilled a prophecy given a 
century and a half before (Isa. 44:28). God can use even a pagan ruler 
to accomplish His divine purposes. When the words and actions of 
world leaders disturb you, just remember that God is still on the throne 
and has things in control.

Not all the Jews of the captivity wanted to return to a desolate land. 
Some of those who did not go at least encouraged the others and 
helped with the expenses, as did some of their Babylonian neighbors 
(1:4, 6).

The trip was difficult, and life in the land was demanding; however, the 
courageous Jews paid the price to do God’s will. No matter how you 
may have failed in the past, God gives you an opportunity for a new 
beginning.
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