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Outline:
 I.      First Return under Zerubbabel (1-6)
     A.   Proclamation of Cyrus (1)
     B.   Registration of the people (2)
     C.   Rebuilding the temple (3)
     D.   The building ceases (4)
     E.   Construction renewed (5)
     F.    Temple completed and dedicated (6)

 II.      The Second Return under Ezra (7-10)
     A.   To Jerusalem, Ezra’s Return (7)
     B.   Remnant accompanying Ezra (8)
     C.   Ezra Leads a Revival - Sins confessed (9)
     D.   Ezra cleanses the nation (10)

Helpful Online Sources:

Precept Austin - Amazing online resource with many commentaries 
          and helps: including David Guzik, Chuck Smith, John MacArthur, 
          Ray Stedman, C.H. Spurgeon, John Piper and many more!
                         http://preceptaustin.org/Ezra commentaries.htm

        You Version - with multiple translations. You can get this online 
          or with a mobile device. They even have audio files of the Bible 
          that you can listen to.

                           http://www.youversion.com/

Calvary Roswell - Previous messages and overview studies 
          by Pastor Jim:
                            http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/
                             WednesdayBibleStudies/Ezra/Index.htm

              If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at                              
                         jim@calvaryroswell.com or phil@calvaryroswell.com
For a digital form of this booklet, an mp3 version of the teaching, videos and slides 
                                from the teaching, visit our website at
                      http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/index.htm



1. What does vs. 1 say Ezra was doing? Who joined him? Who 
confesssed Israel’s sin? What was that sin?

2. What did he recommend should be done to resolve the problem? 
Define “repentance”. How does the solution fit the meaning of 
repenting? What has repentance looked like in your life?

3. What were the people commanded to do? What was the penalty 
for refusing? What did Ezra tell them? How did the people 
respond?

4. What does the last verse (44) tell us about the whole process of 
turning away from their sins? What do you think about this 
process? Have you ever had to do something difficult out of 
obedience to the Lord?
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When things look dark, there is always a ray of hope. 
Shechaniah encouraged the people to confess their sins and obey 
the Word. He may have been thinking of God’s promises in Exodus 
34:6–7, Isaiah 55:6–7, and Jeremiah 3:11–13. Believers today turn 
to 1 John 1:9.

But confession must not be a routine thing that comes only 
from the lips. We must tremble at God’s Word (Ezra 9:4; 10:3; Isa. 
66:2) and truly bring Him a broken heart (Ps. 51:16–17). That 
explains why Ezra fasted and prayed, for he identified himself with 
the people in their sins. Note the pronouns in Ezra 9:6–15.

Not everybody agreed to obey (v. 15), but those who did 
submit to Ezra confessed their sins publicly, offered a sacrifice, and 
put away their pagan wives and children. The experience was 
painful for them, but it was the only way to keep the nation pure 
(Matt. 18:7–9). There is no easy way to deal with sin.

Our Hope
God’s people have hope because of salvation (Rom. 5:1–2), 
suffering (Rom. 5:3), the Word of God (Rom. 15:4), and the Spirit of 
God (Rom. 15:13). Of course, there could be no hope were it not 
for the resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1:3). He is our Hope (1 
Tim. 1:1).
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