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Outline:
 I.      First Return under Zerubbabel (1-6)
     A.   Proclamation of Cyrus (1)
     B.   Registration of the people (2)
     C.   Rebuilding the temple (3)
     D.   The building ceases (4)
     E.   Construction renewed (5)
     F.    Temple completed and dedicated (6)

 II.      The Second Return under Ezra (7-10)
     A.   To Jerusalem, Ezra’s Return (7)
     B.   Remnant accompanying Ezra (8)
     C.   Ezra Leads a Revival - Sins confessed (9)
     D.   Ezra cleanses the nation (10)

Helpful Online Sources:

Precept Austin - Amazing online resource with many commentaries 
          and helps: including David Guzik, Chuck Smith, John MacArthur, 
          Ray Stedman, C.H. Spurgeon, John Piper and many more!
                         http://preceptaustin.org/Ezra commentaries.htm

        You Version - with multiple translations. You can get this online 
          or with a mobile device. They even have audio files of the Bible 
          that you can listen to.

                           http://www.youversion.com/

Calvary Roswell - Previous messages and overview studies 
          by Pastor Jim:
                            http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/
                             WednesdayBibleStudies/Ezra/Index.htm

              If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at                              
                         jim@calvaryroswell.com or phil@calvaryroswell.com
For a digital form of this booklet, an mp3 version of the teaching, videos and slides 
                                from the teaching, visit our website at
                      http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/index.htm



1.  What did Jeshua and Zerubbabel first build? How long after they had 
returned to Jerusalem did they build this? What was the purpose of this? 
Why did they feel it was of urgent and immediate necessity?

2.  Why did they fear the people of the surrounding nations? What other things    
were carefully observed? What were the reasons for these things that were 
permanently re-established?

3. What did Jeshua and Zerubbabel begin to build after the second month of 
the second year of their coming to the house of God at Jerusalem? Who 
was appointed to oversee the work done? 

4. For what did the people sing, praise and give thanks unto God? What did the 
old men do who had seen the first temple? Describe the meaning of the two 
different reactions.
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How do you go about restoring things after God’s chastening hand has been 
removed?

Put worship first. There was no temple as yet, but that did not hinder 
them from setting up an altar and sacrificing to God. This is an illustration of 
Matthew 6:33. They needed to worship God for their own sake as well for a 
witness to the people around them.

Celebrate God’s goodness. It was time for the Feast of Tabernacles, a 
joyful feast of thanksgiving. Times were tough, but the people obeyed the 
Word and praised the Lord. This in itself would be a testimony to the Gentiles, 
and it would do their own hearts good. It is always the right time to praise the 
Lord.

Establish the foundations. The Scriptures told them all they needed to 
know to rebuild the temple, and they followed God’s plan. The foundation is 
the most important part of the building, for it determines the size, shape, and 
strength of the structure. Do you have the right foundations for your life?

Look to the future. The old people looked back and wept while the 
young people looked ahead and rejoiced. Tears and cheers, not too different 
from what is happening in families and churches today. The men were able to 
work together but not praise God together. If you concentrate on your past, 
you are sure to rob yourself of a glorious future (Phil. 3:12–14).

                                   ____________________

The Future
You cannot change the past, but the past can change you, either 
for better or for worse. It all depends on how you look at it. The past 
can be a rudder that guides you or an anchor that hinders you. 
Leave your past mistakes with God, and look to the future by faith.
                                   ____________________
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