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Outline:
 I.      First Return under Zerubbabel (1-6)
     A.   Proclamation of Cyrus (1)
     B.   Registration of the people (2)
     C.   Rebuilding the temple (3)
     D.   The building ceases (4)
     E.   Construction renewed (5)
     F.    Temple completed and dedicated (6)

 II.      The Second Return under Ezra (7-10)
     A.   To Jerusalem, Ezra’s Return (7)
     B.   Remnant accompanying Ezra (8)
     C.   Ezra Leads a Revival - Sins confessed (9)
     D.   Ezra cleanses the nation (10)

Helpful Online Sources:

Precept Austin - Amazing online resource with many commentaries 
          and helps: including David Guzik, Chuck Smith, John MacArthur, 
          Ray Stedman, C.H. Spurgeon, John Piper and many more!
                         http://preceptaustin.org/Ezra commentaries.htm

        You Version - with multiple translations. You can get this online 
          or with a mobile device. They even have audio files of the Bible 
          that you can listen to.

                           http://www.youversion.com/

Calvary Roswell - Previous messages and overview studies 
          by Pastor Jim:
                            http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/
                             WednesdayBibleStudies/Ezra/Index.htm

              If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at                              
                         jim@calvaryroswell.com or phil@calvaryroswell.com
For a digital form of this booklet, an mp3 version of the teaching, videos and slides 
                                from the teaching, visit our website at
                      http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/index.htm



1. Who heard about the work on the temple? What did they offer to do? How 
did Zerubbabel and Jeshua respond to their request? Why do you think they 
responded this way?

2. How did the people respond to this rejection of their request? How do people 
today similarly respond, when we teach them their service to God is not 
acceptable? 

3. What did the people do next? Who wrote the letter? What was the purpose 
of this letter? 

4. How did the Jews’ enemies respond to the letter? What happened as a 
result? 
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As soon as God starts to bless, the enemy starts to battle. Satan is a 
destroyer, and he gets angry when God’s people unite to build. He has three 
favorite weapons.

Cooperation (1–3). The people were descendants of the Jews who 
intermarried with the Gentiles the Assyrians brought to the land (2 Kings 
17:24ff.). The “mixed multitude” would have corrupted the Jews and interfered 
with the work (Exod. 12:38; Num. 11:4). Beware volunteers; they may be 
working for the enemy!

Intimidation (4–5). Discouragement and fear are effective weapons, 
especially when the work is already difficult. When you start to experience fear, 
lean on Isaiah 12:2.

Legislation (6–24). The people of the world will use “official influence” to 
hinder God’s work. From their viewpoint, Jerusalem had been a rebellious city, 
and the king would certainly be concerned about taxes. The tactic worked, and 
the construction had to stop.

But God was still at work!

____________________
  “There is no need to fear; if we keep within the moral frontiers of God, we can 

say boldly, ‘The Lord is my helper.’”
                                   Oswald Chambers

____________________
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