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__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Outline:
 I.      First Return under Zerubbabel (1-6)
     A.   Proclamation of Cyrus (1)
     B.   Registration of the people (2)
     C.   Rebuilding the temple (3)
     D.   The building ceases (4)
     E.   Construction renewed (5)
     F.    Temple completed and dedicated (6)

 II.      The Second Return under Ezra (7-10)
     A.   To Jerusalem, Ezra’s Return (7)
     B.   Remnant accompanying Ezra (8)
     C.   Ezra Leads a Revival - Sins confessed (9)
     D.   Ezra cleanses the nation (10)

Helpful Online Sources:

Precept Austin - Amazing online resource with many commentaries 
          and helps: including David Guzik, Chuck Smith, John MacArthur, 
          Ray Stedman, C.H. Spurgeon, John Piper and many more!
                         http://preceptaustin.org/Ezra commentaries.htm

        You Version - with multiple translations. You can get this online 
          or with a mobile device. They even have audio files of the Bible 
          that you can listen to.

                           http://www.youversion.com/

Calvary Roswell - Previous messages and overview studies 
          by Pastor Jim:
                            http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/
                             WednesdayBibleStudies/Ezra/Index.htm

              If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at                              
                         jim@calvaryroswell.com or phil@calvaryroswell.com
For a digital form of this booklet, an mp3 version of the teaching, videos and slides 
                                from the teaching, visit our website at
                      http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/index.htm



1.  In this chapter, who is spoken of and what is his ancestry? Why do you think 
his ancestry (genealogy) and calling are given in such detail? How is both 
important and relevant to what this man is called to do?

2. What did Ezra prepare his heart to do?  What can we learn from this 
example of Ezra’s purpose?

3.  Who are the two primary people involved in this chapter? In verse 23, what 
specific command is given to Ezra by the king? What is Ezra’s response?

4. Have you ever sensed the Lord giving you favor in a situation, or with  
people in authority over you? Has God given you gifts, skills, or even 
opportunity to something for Him with your life?
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There is a gap of fifty-seven years between the completion of the temple and the 
arrival of Ezra. Unfortunately, the people had lapsed into sin; and it was Ezra’s task to 
bring them back to the Lord. One of the emphases in these chapters is hands.

God’s hand. Ezra was a gifted man (7:10), but he could do nothing unless 
God’s hand was upon him and the people traveling with him. God’s hand is a 
providing hand (7:6; 8:18), a protecting hand (8:22, 31), an encouraging hand (7:28), 
and a guiding hand (7:9).

Ezra’s hand (7:14). God’s Word was in Ezra’s heart as well as his hand (7:10), 
and it was the Word that the people needed. There can be no cleansing or reviving 
apart from the Word of God.

The Jews’ hands (8:26, 33). The hands of the people carried the treasures of 
the Lord, faithfully delivered to the temple at the end of the journey. When you meet 
the Lord, you will “weigh in” and find out how faithful you have been with what He has 
given you. Heed the words of 8:29: “Watch and keep!”

_____________________________

A Balanced Life
According to Ezra 7:10, Ezra studied God’s Word, obeyed God’s Word, and taught 

God’s Word. He was like the person Jesus spoke about in Matthew 13:52: a student 
(learning) who was a disciple (living) and a householder (sharing). Having a balanced 

life is most important.

______________________________
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