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Outline:
 I.      First Return under Zerubbabel (1-6)
     A.   Proclamation of Cyrus (1)
     B.   Registration of the people (2)
     C.   Rebuilding the temple (3)
     D.   The building ceases (4)
     E.   Construction renewed (5)
     F.    Temple completed and dedicated (6)

 II.      The Second Return under Ezra (7-10)
     A.   To Jerusalem, Ezra’s Return (7)
     B.   Remnant accompanying Ezra (8)
     C.   Ezra Leads a Revival - Sins confessed (9)
     D.   Ezra cleanses the nation (10)

Helpful Online Sources:

Precept Austin - Amazing online resource with many commentaries 
          and helps: including David Guzik, Chuck Smith, John MacArthur, 
          Ray Stedman, C.H. Spurgeon, John Piper and many more!
                         http://preceptaustin.org/Ezra commentaries.htm

        You Version - with multiple translations. You can get this online 
          or with a mobile device. They even have audio files of the Bible 
          that you can listen to.

                           http://www.youversion.com/

Calvary Roswell - Previous messages and overview studies 
          by Pastor Jim:
                            http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/
                             WednesdayBibleStudies/Ezra/Index.htm

              If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at                              
                         jim@calvaryroswell.com or phil@calvaryroswell.com
For a digital form of this booklet, an mp3 version of the teaching, videos and slides 
                                from the teaching, visit our website at
                      http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/index.htm



1. From what had the people of Israel not separated themselves? 
Why was this a problem? Even in modern day times, what 
problem can you see that this may cause?

2. Who led in this sin? What can we learn about the importance of 
example? What was Ezra’s reaction when he heard this report? 
What is our reaction when we learn of sin amongst us? Is it 
similar to that of Ezra?

3. To what extent did Ezra say was the guilt and iniquities of Israel? 
What blessing had God given them anyway? How have you 
seen the Lord’s grace shown to you in times your rebellion 
against Him?

4. Why was Ezra especially upset by the sin in this case? How did 
Ezra consider the punishment of God? What was his reaction to 
the Lord because of this?
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Astonished (1–4). For at least three reasons, the Jewish 

remnant should have obeyed God’s Word about marriage. To begin 
with, God had been good to bring them back to the land. He had 
also chastened them in Babylon, and they knew from their own 
past the consequences of compromise. No wonder Ezra was 
astonished.

Ashamed (5–9). Ezra used several images to show their 
plight. They were like drowning men because of their sins (v. 6), 
and yet they sinned more. They were a little peg on which so much 
future was hanging (v. 8), a remnant that had to serve as a wall 
against the awful encroachments of sin (v. 9). If the nation was 
polluted, how could Messiah be born (v. 2)?

Alarmed (10–15). God had revealed His Word, and they did 
not obey it. God had shown them grace (v. 8), and they did not 
appreciate it. God had held back punishment (v. 13; Ps. 103:10), 
and they took advantage of it. All God could do now was punish 
them even more.

As he prayed, Ezra trembled (v. 4), knelt (v. 5), and bowed 
down (v. 6) because nobody could stand before God (v. 15; Ps. 
130:3).
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