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Outline:
 I. Doing a Great Work (1-6)
     A. Calling - Nehemiah led to (1)
     B. Opportunity - A Door Opened (2)
     C. Cooperation - An Involved People (3)
     D. Opposition - Dealing with (4)
     E. Strife - Internal Problems (5)
     F. Overcoming to Accomplishing (6)

II. Revival Work (7-10)
     A. A People Organized (7)
     B. Revival - the Word proclaimed (8)
     C. Revival - confession of sin (9)
     D. Revival - a covenant work (10)

III. Maintained Work (11-13)
     A. Recruiting  (11)
     B. Celebrating (12)
     C. Reforming (13)
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1. What was the end result of the people’s work? How long did it 
take to complete the walls? Have you ever nearly finished a 
project only to have disaster staring you down? How did it make 
you feel at the time?

2. What relationships did some Jews have with Tobiah? What 
problems resulted? What can we learn from this? 

3. Did the completion of the wall fully defeat the enemies’ 
intimidation? How did Nehemiah’s enemies feel about this 
accomplishment? What were they forced to admit?

4. How were the nobles of Judah influenced by the enemy? Do 
human relationships influence or hinder our spiritual unity? How 
had Nehemiah demonstrated his faithfulness to God?

5. What does God want us to take to heart from these verses? What 
is sure to come our way as we are doing His will? What assures 
our invincibility?
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As long as God’s people sin against one another, the enemy can rest, 
but as soon as sin has been dealt with, the enemy must attack once more. 
Here are some more weapons he uses.

Guile (1–4). Beware when the enemy is smiling and holding out his 
arms to hug you! We must say no to invitations that compromise our witness (2 
Cor. 6:14–7:1) and take us away from the great work God has called us to do.

Accusation (5–9). Satan is both a liar and an accuser (Rev. 12:10); he 
seeks to slander God’s servants (Job 1:6ff.). When you have a clear 
conscience (Acts 24:16) and you know how to pray, this weapon will fail to 
frighten you or stop your work.

Fear (10–19). Jesus had His Judas and Nehemiah had his Shemaiah, 
an informer who tried to frighten Nehemiah. There were also “family informers” 
opposing the work (vv. 17–19). But Nehemiah was a true shepherd and not a 
hireling (v. 13; John 10:11–15). He was not going to flee. The work was 
completed in a record fifty-two days, and God was glorified.

                    ______________________________

Keep on Course
A true leader will not desert his or her post, but a hireling flees when the going 
is tough (Prov. 28:1). The enemy tried to get Jesus to flee, but He refused to 
alter His course (Luke 13:31–33). Paul continued on his course even though 
he knew that suffering lay before him (Acts 20:22–24; 21:13). We must always 
flee sin and temptation (Gen. 39:12; 1 Cor. 6:18; 1 Tim. 6:11; 2 Tim. 2:22), but 
we must not flee the place of duty.

                    ______________________________
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Study Questions for  Nehemiah 6

Nehemiah lets the fear of the Lord guide his 
decision-making, resulting in justice and 
generosity. How have you seen justice and 
generosity operating within the body of 
believers? What specific steps could you 
take to demonstrate fairness and 
generosity in your key relationships with 
family and friends?


